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The relationship between Divine Self and Attributes in the thought of
Ibn Arabi
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Abstract
The Oneness of Allah is the most important belief in the Islamic faith. Allah
SWT is one in His Self, His attributes, and His acts. His self is neither composite
nor divisible in any way. The effort to understand how the unity and uniqueness
of God is compatible with the diversity of His attributes produced many
explanations and doctrines throughout the Islamic History. The most famous
doctrine is the Asha’riah position, that the attributes neither identical to the self of
Allah nor different from it. The Mutazilah deny the divine qualities in order to
maintain the unity of God. This article attempts to explain the position taken on
this question by Muhyiddin lbn Arabi — one of the most famous Sufi scholars. He
tried to resolve the problem in his own way, based on his conception of “nisab”.
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