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Abrogation in the Qura’n and the Bible
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Abstract
Technically, Naskh refers to the abrogation of a religious
ruling through another religious ruling involving commands and
prohibitions, and, the abrogation being either through a
Qur’anic statement, Hadith, or consensus of the Ummah. There
can be, and has not been, abrogation of a spiritual matter, moral,
historical, exhorting statements, doctrinal, or Allah's attributes.
Allah said We do not abrogate a verse, or cause it to be forgotten,
but substitute with one better than it or similar to it. Do you not
know that Allah has power over everything?” (Al Baqarah: 106).
Naskh involves two elements: naasikh (the abrogating one),
and mansukh (the abrogated one). This is an important discipline
for those who attempt deeper understanding of the Qur’an. There
were several points of wisdom behind abrogation in early Islam.
For centuries, human societies lived a certain kind of life: closer to
beastly than human. Their situation could only be changed
gradually. That required allowing certain things in the early stages

of change and development, to be disallowed later.
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Later generations would not need the same measures
because they would be in an already transformed society, in which
they would not need to struggle against the rest of the world to
follow Islam. As for the contingency itself, the scholars are agreed
that in its early days, Islam was passing through special
circumstances which required special rulings, accommodative of
the prevailing situation. They were repealed once those very
circumstances disappeared. Validity of Naskh — also found
in Biblical traditions but there are difference between naskh in
Quran and Bible, in this article we discuss the difference of Quran

and Bible about Naskh.

Keywords: Qur’an, Sunnah, Bible, Naskh, Bada’.
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