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Abstract

Issuing decrees (fatawas) is a job which demands a serious responsibility because
a 'mufti' serves as the vice/deputy of the Interpreter (Shara'h) of the tenets of Islam
in religious matters for the convenience and guidance of the people. Keeping in
view its significance, writing and issuing decrees was considered as an
independent discipline (Branch of learning) and its rules and regulations were
framed, developed and organized. This discipline has been significant in Muslim
society throughout history for solving religious and mundane (worldly) problems
and issues related to modern life. Since the period of the Holy Prophet(PBUH),
the Muslim scholars have performed the duty of writing and issuing decrees very
diligently and have discussed and debated in detail its principles, prerequisites,
preconditions, modes and manners.
These decrees (Fatawas) invariably reflect the economic, social, political and
cultural problems of the Muslim society of the age. They reveal to us which issues
were faced in certain circumstances by the people of a certain community in a
specific period of history and at some specific place in the world. They also
expose the nature of social and cultural transitions (changes) along with scholarly
and intellectual differences. They tell us how the Muslim scholars approached and
dealt those issues and which tenets they kept in mind and followed what effects
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these decrees(Fatawas)left on the Muslim society and how much deeptheseeffects
were. This is a this very era.
The Colonial period of The English diverted the attention of the Arab countries to
juristic legislation and the tradition of writing and issuing decrees (Fatawas)
started in the sub-continent after the fourth century. The Muslim rulers of India
had a keen interest in Islamic jurisprudence. Most of the decrees (Fatawas)
compiled in the sub-continent were of Hanfi scholars but in the southern India
some decrees (Fatawas) of Shaafi scholars are also available. In the second half of
the twentieth century, the Muslims countries felt that the country laws should be
reviewed in the light of the Holy Quran and the Sunn'h and in this connection
many institutions came into existence. In the present paper, the role of Muslim
scholars, jurists and intellectuals in writing and issuing decrees (Fatawas) has
been briefly and analytically researched.
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