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RITUAL SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS IN THE NAME OF GOD
IN THE PRE-ISLAMIC ERA - A CRITICAL ANALYSIS
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ABSTRACT:

As presenting gifts and offerings increase love and affiliation between
humans, man has also considered it a means of acquiring the pleasure of
God and acquiring closeness to Him. Psychologically, those who present
gifts seek some sort of benefit from the one who they make the offerings
to. Now consider the case of the Creator who has power over everything
and He can do whatever He wants. Accordingly, humans seek different
ways to acquire His pleasure, show their respect and love. Humans
throughout the history have made sacrifices and offerings for God, some
in legitimate ways and some illegitimate. Though Allah SWT is free of any
need for our presents, gifts, sacrifices and offerings, this is a means that
He has provided us to become his beloved. In Islam, the beauty of this
system is such that it becomes a means to help the fellow human beings
(e.g. in the form of zakat, Sadaqat and Hadaya etc.). In the pre-Islamic
times as well, people used to make different forms of offerings which they
believed would take them closer to their false gods which were mostly
illegitimate and void of any significant benefits to humankind. In this
critical inquiry, we have explored those offerings and their underlying
motives in detail.

KEYWORDS: Offerings,. Hadaya« Ritual Sacrifices, Sadaqat, pre-Islamic
era
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