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Abstract

The Madrasas played a significant role in the formation of Muslim religious
thoughts in Indo-Pak Sub-continent during the course of ninetieth and twentieth
centuries. The traditional Madrasa system, based on Dars-e-Nizami, was
re-formulated, the syllabus was revised, and Madrasas were strictly institutionalized.
The modern scholarship focused on madrasas situated in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
such as the Dar al-Uloom Deoband, Dar al-Uloom Bareilly, Dar al-Uloom Farangi
Mahal and Madrasa of Khayrabad. On the other hand, the modern scholars did not
pay proper attention on the development of religious institutions of Punjab. The
present article is an endeavor to fill this gap. The Chishti Sufis played a significant
role in the transformation of knowledge in Punjab. The Madrasas of Shaykh Nur
Muhammad Maharwi and Shah Muhammad SulaymanTaunsawi were considered
primary institutions for religious studies in Punjab during nineteenth century.
Following the tradition of these two legendry Sufis, many of their disciples established
madrasas within their Khangahs. Khawaja Zia al-Din Sialwi was a grandson of
Khawaja Shams Al-Din Sialwi who was one of spiritual heirs of Shah Muhammad
Sulayman Taunsawi. Khawaja Zia al-Din established a Madrasa in his Khangah at
Sial Sharif. This study aims to present the development of the Madrasa of Sial Sharif,
and its contribution in the dissemination of knowledge during first three decades of
twenty century.
Keywords: Madrasa education in Punjab, Chishti shrines, Sufism, the

Sufis of Sial Sharif, Zia al-Din Sialwi.
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