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Abstract

The article is based upon the writings of Arab travelers about the Sub-
continent. The focus is on the myths, in vogue, which dominated the minds of the
inhabitants during various centuries especially from the third century A.H. to the
eighth century A.H. The narrative accounts of about 14 Arab travelers have
survived directly or indirectly which provide description of various phenomena of
different parts of the sub-continent during these centuries. Among these 14 travelers,
two have been prominent in narrating & depicting the prevailing myths and legends
that mostly originated in religious literature of Hinduism. These two travelers are:
Ibn Battuta and Al-Biruni. 1bn Battuta seems a perfect narrator as he totally relied
on his observation or on the reports of people whom he met here & whom we can
consider the first hand source for him. Al-Biruni, on the other hand, emerges as a
keen scholar and researcher who goes deep into the written records and uses his
critical abilities to depict these myths and legends.

Keywords: Avrabic travel-logs, Indian society in the mediaeval ages, History of
Subcontinent, Indology
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