

 



Muslim compiled and collected innumerable books on Islamic knowledge,
History, Medicine, Geography and other areas of science and established
grand libraries in every nook and corner of Islamic world. Such Keen
interest for books was found all around the world among Muslims,
Including subcontinent .The services of the Rashdi family of Sindh in this
regard cannot be over looked. In Sindh two branches of Rashdi family i-e
Pir Pagaro and Pir Jhando played vital role in maintaining and Promoting
attachment with books. Syed Muhammad Yaseen Shah the first Pir of
Jhando established Religious Institution and library where Moulana
Ubedullah Sindhi used to come from Amrot Sharif for study purpose.
After Pir Muhammad Yaseen Shah, his son Allama Rushdullah Rashid i
rendered matchless services in educational, social, spiritual and political
arenas. He left no stone unturned to ensure the safety of his ancestral
treasure. Pir Sahib collected the rare copies of the religious books from
different parts of the world and extended his forefather's Islamic
Library. He sent representatives and delegations to MAKKAH MUKARMA,
MADINA MUNAWARA, Damascus, Baghdad, Egypt, Bombay and
Hyderabad Dekkan etc to get copies of rare Islamic books. He collected
books from old Centers of Knowledge like chotiyaroon Sharif, Sehwan and
Thatta. He purchased library of Makhdoom Mohammad Hashim Thatvi and
made it part of his library. Within a few years, this library touched the
supreme heights of popularity and got the international name and fame.
After Pir Sahib, his two sons Pir Ziauddin Shah and Pir Ihsanullah Shah not
only took special care of their inherited treasure but added good numbers
of valued books to it. Pir Ihsanullah Shah like his father got copies of rare
Islamic books from different parts of the world, which resulted in the
addition of great numbers of books on different subjects. After Pir
Ihsanullah Shah his sons Pir Muhibullah Shah and Pir Badiuddin Shah
collected great numbers of books. This tradition is continued to this day.
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Since a long time I was hearing of the library of Pir

Jhanda, well known for its collection of rare Arabic and
Persian manuscripts by the kind courtesy of Pir Sayyad

Mehdi Shah Sahib, I have the good fortune of visiting this
library and seeing some of its rare and valuable books.

This is the only kind of library in Sindh in which a large
number of books and manuscripts has been collected on

different Islamic subjects and the scholars of Islamic
sciences are greatly benefited by it. The Pir Sahib is very

fortunate indeed in possessing such a good library and I
have no dought that it will be duly preserved and

systematically arranged. The students of Islamic studies
will find an easy access to it and add to the knowledge. I

express my heartfull gratitude to Pir Sahib for so kindly
showing me round this library.(22)
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