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Modern approach to semantics
and its impact on the Quran and Sunnah
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Abstract:

The issue of signification in language is as old as man.
Structuralism has changed the relation of signifier and signified.
Accordingto the modern approach language is not more than a
name of cultural codes, in this way, importance has been given to
the signifying system rather than meaning. In Islamic intellectual
history, a group of Muslim scholars had an opinion of natural
relation between word and its meaning. One of themwas Abbas b.
Sulaiman a Mutazali scholar. But ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamat
scholars’ have different approach. In short, if we have a belief that
a society gives meaning to a word then the approach to Shariah
and the Quranic injunctions will be interpreted in the light of
societal demands. We will have to admit the authority of time,
space and society over meaning of the Quran and Sunnah which is
against the teachings of Islam
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"The idea that there is a natural correspondence between sound and sense,

and that words acquire their contents and value through a certain sound
symbolism, has at all times been a favourite one with linguistic delettanti, the
best-known examples being found in Plato's Kratylos."®
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