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It is most unlikely that at the age of fifty-six such a man as he should have

3

been carried away by a passion for a woman of thirty-five or more.(49)
B P St S Lo P Pt S He P
g Sl L Sl S U
:‘at‘a’juﬁMuhammad(PBUH) at MedinaJé‘Td/»dj
The criticism of Muhammad, then, was based on a pre-Islamic idea that
was rejected by Islam, and one aim of Muhammad in contracting the
marriage was to break the hold of the old idea over men's conduct. How

important was this aim compared with others which he might have
had?(50)
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His marriage with Zeinab, the wife of Zeid, his freedman and adopted son, after
her divorce from him, bears on the face of it a worse complexion: but | am satisfied,

after a close examination of the cercumstances of the case, that it does not bear the
intetpretation usually placed upon it by Christians. It raised an outcry among the
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Arabs of the ignorance, not because they suspected an intrigue on the Prophet's part
to secure a divorce ; but because they looked upon an adopted as though he were a
real son, and considered, therefore, that the marriage fell within the prohibited
degrees. This restriction, which Muhammad, for whatever causes, considered to be
and arbitrary one, he abolished by his marriage, not for his own benefit only, but for
that of the Arabs at large.(51)
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It should be remembered, however, that most of Muhammad's marriages
may be explained, at least, as much by his pity for the forlorn condition of
the persons concerned, as by other motives. They were almost of all of
them with widows who were not remarkable either for their beauty of their
wealth, but quite the reverse. May not this fact, and his undoutbted
faithfulness to Khadijah till her dying day, and till he himself was fifty

years of age, give us additional ground to hope that calumny or
misconception has been at work in the story of Zeinab?(52)
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