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The classical hadith corpus is generally an amalgam of legal and non-legal
traditions and thus, it is not an easy task to differentiate between the
two categories. In the formative period of Islamic law, Muslim jurists had
shown their keen interest, to a great extent, to the legal traditions
employing them in their legal discourse. However, there is hardly still
available an account or study which deals with enumeration of all the legal
traditions. In this paper the author has made an effort to enumerate
them and reached the conclusion that all the legal traditions employed by
several prominent jurists during the second and third centuries of the
hijrah were about four o five thousand in number including authentic and
otherwise traditions. About 1500 of them were employed by Hijazi jurists
and more or less the same were used by Abi Yasuf and al-Shaybant
(Hanafi jurists) in their entire legal corpus. Whereas the rest of legal
traditions were employed here and there by other jurists in the period
under study. Moreover core part of most authentic legal traditions was
not more than around 1500 (one thousand and five hundred). Hardly a
jurist in the said period had full access to all the said legal collection,
however, Iraqi jurists had a privilege over Hijazi jurists since they
travelled many times to Hijaz to learn hadith, whereas, on contrary, only
rare examples can be found. Though Hanafi jurists had access to both
Iraqi and Hijazi hadith corpus, but they only employed more or less about
one thousand to one thousand and five hundred legal traditions and
ignored the rest following the strict and specific criteria of hadith
criticism set by their founders.
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