2 JI,T;_}‘-’f;jj;:';_féK;#;ﬁdf::aMlﬁﬂ‘__..aﬁmmﬂ@um

0 Fre 2 Q1 LA B

*&)’;ﬁj}ﬁw,,;

Abstract:
Imam Ghazali is one of the prominent figure in learned
personalities of the world. Hi did a lot of werk in different
fields and areas of Islam. Tahafat-ul-Philosopha is one of his
famous and extra ordinary work. In this literary book he
negated the thoughts of those philosophers who believed on
rational philosophy. The most important and wonderful thing
is that he did not ignored rational trends but he rejected
these thoughts through pious and positive wisdom and he did
accountability of such these unbelievable thinking, those
thoughts of Imam Ghazali are so heavy and justified that no
one could criticize them till this period. |

Key Word:
Ghazali, Tahafat-ul-Philosopha, Negated, Philosophers,
Rational, Philosophy, Wisdom, accountability, unbelievable
thinking.
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"His writings show him to have been a diligent student of
Greek and Hellenistic author is Philosophy and point

familiarity with Indian arithmetic."(*)
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"Behind this public or exoteric aspect of Al-Farabi under

stood a massive body of more properly philosopher or
scientific inguiries, which established his reputation
among Muslims_ or the greatest philosophical authority
after Aristotle, a great interpreter of the thought of Plato
and Aristotle and their commentators, and_ a master to
whom almost all major Muslims as well as number of
Jewish and Christian philosophers turned for a fuller
understanding of the controversial, troublesome and
intricate questions of philosophy.”(2
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“Following Al-Farabi's lead Avicenna initiated a
full-fledged inquiry into the question of being, in which he
distinguished between essence and existence."3
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“He was born at tus in 450r'flt}ss an;ﬂ. was educated there

and at naishabur especially under al-Djuwaini, the imam

al-Haramani, with whom he remaired until the Imams

death in 478/ 108514
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“Although in a Sufi environment and practicing the sufi

exercises, no impression was made on him by these, and

he preferred rather to investigate theological and legal
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subtleties. This began when he was under treaty with
taklid, he had brace form the earliest youth.”(?
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“In 1091(484 AH) after some years at the headquarters of
Nizam-al-Mulk, the powerful vizir of the Seljuk Sultans, he
was appeinted professor, probably of jurisprudence, in
the Nizamia college of Baghdad."t8
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"While lecturing to more than 300 students, al-Ghazali
was also mastering and criticizing the Neo-Platonist
philosophies of al-Farabi and Avecenna(lbn-e-Seena). He

passed through a spiritual crisis and rendered him
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physically incapable of lecturing for a time."!®!
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“During thif;. time he became an absolute skeptic, not
only as to religion but also as to the possibility of any
certain knm-;ﬂedge. Skepticism he hever overcome so far
as philosophy was concerned. |
Far himself he labored to recover a possible intellectual
and theological position and from 4&3 to 487(1030-94)
studied diligent and the different school of thought
around him especially philosophy.”0® .
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“A consideration In the decision we: that a“re-newer” of
the life of Islam was expected at the beginning of each
century, and his friends argued that he was“re-newer” for
the century beginning in September ll.qﬁi.e that is 6
century of Hijra/(1%)
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“A writer who can always be read with instructions, and
one of the most interesting minds of the middle ages of
Islarn, is abu-Hamid, al-Ghazali."(*2)
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“Al-Ghazali wag a scholar of unquestioned prolificacy.”(13)
:f,_;u E_IJJ.;_;JF
“The was hardly any branch of human knowledge that
escaped the touch of his genius.”(4)
:#%LLJ@%}"/‘;’«;
“His combination of spiritualization and fundamentalism
in Islam had such a meucel stamp of his powerful
personality that it has continued to be accepted by the
cornmunity since his time 113
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*I noked into every dark recess and made an assault on
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every problem. | plunged into every abyss.-! scrutinized
the creed of every sect and | fathomed the mysteries of
each doctrine, All this | did that | might distinguish
between the true and the false, There was not a
philosopher whose system | did not against myself with,
nor a theologian whose doctrines | did not examine, If
ever | met a sufi, | coveted the probe into his secrets if an
ascetic, | investigated into the basis of his austerities if
one of the atheists zindigs, | groped into the causes of his

bold atheism. (18
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"Albert the great(d.679/1280), Thomas

Aquinas(d.673/1274) and Roger Becon(d.694/1294) all

repeatedly mentioned the name of the author of the

“Intensions of the Philosophers” along with lbn-e-5ina

and |bn-e-Rushd as the true representatives of Arab

Aristotelism but never did Arab Aristotelism find a more

vigorous foe than al-Ghazali. His compendium in

philosophy merely propaedeutic to his

“tahafut-al-falasifa”(the incoherence of the philosophers)

in which he leveled a devastating attack on the doctrine of

the Muslim Peripatelies with a dialectic as subtle as any

in the history of philosophy.”17)
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“It was impossible to build theology on reason alone,
Reason was good so far as it went, but it could not go very
far. The ultimate, the supreme truth could not be reached
through it."129
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e jﬂ
“He believed in the testimony of senses till it was
contradicted by the verdict of reason. Well, perhaps there
is above reason another judge who if he appeared would
convict reason of falsity and if such third arbiter is not yet

apparent it does not follow that he does not exists.”{20)
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“Several factors contributed to the making of the message

of our teacher/author appealing and effective, He brought

an original mind to bear on all proklems retreated. He

took pains in reason logically and systematically and to

express his conclusions with clarity and precision. His
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treatment of philosophic and mystic doctrines made them
palatable to theologians and set the patron for the
development of Islamic thought, The vital spark supplied
by his personal experience as he sampled the prevailing
school of thought added to the value and a::.ceptabiiity of
his teachings, In his orthodoxy, philosophy and mysticism
found a happy combination. Posterity memorialized its
respect by bestowing on him two basic titles the Imam
and Hujjah{the supreme authority of al-Islam).”{2t)
e 2 nl S S6 (k2 1) S bes Jls
“In the Islamic world he was influential as a jurist, but his
chief importance lies elsewhere. First, by private study,
al-Ghazali mastered the neoplalonic philosophy of
al-Farabi and Avicenna wrote a lucid exposition of it
widely circulated in Latin under his labialized name
Alghzel and then a divesting critique, the inconsistency(or
incoherence) of the philosophers.”{22)
:J/«*:.E‘IJI;-PIJE:'JG*{JUH:T{J_ijb*njl.!
“As he is the final authoirty for orthodox Islam.——. In Islam
he hold single handed a position cooresponding to that
shared by augustive and Aquinas in the christian
church."123}
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“By speculative methods they couldnot be proved, but
only by the direct knowledge with which God floods the
heart of the hliever, By that personal experience the fact
of prophetic revelation is establish and the truth of
theological structure assured ..what al-asheri half
consciously bégan. al-Ghazali writtongly finished."(24)
Jgif;..:-I;Id:dl;ﬁ(LL;Jlﬁri..:‘_.ug':ﬁ:lri:i..f':.:'i_.e_;._ﬁj:u{u’fﬁ?&uﬁ
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“His indirect influence on European thought, even the
most modern,has also been marked."123)
s L
“Westren scholars have been so attracted by his account
of his spiritual development that they have paid for more
attention than they have other equally important Muslims
thinkers,"i26)
Fa Bz s P ¥ SIS AL YU ik i
:ufa:f
“In Tahafut-ul-Falasifa, our author also contends that
philosophy is not a good yurdstick to measure the bais of
the religion because the letter was derived from
revelation intuition and inner experince of hurnan beings,
the listed twenty points in which Islam and philosophy

could not get along well, He argued that philosophers
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complete reliance on reason did not in all cases help in
the search of reality behind life’s be wildering panorama,
Al-Ghazali's greatest contribution in this matter was that
he integrated sevral philosophical concepts into the
Islamic Theology, which narrowed the gap between the

religious fundamentals and the philosophers @7
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"I have observed that there is a class of men who believe
in their seniority to others because of their greater
intelligence and insight. They have abandoned all the
religious duties slam imposes on its followers, They
taught at the positive commandments of religion which
enjoy the performance of acts of devotion, and the

ahstinence from forbidden things.”(28)
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“Trhe bereties of our time have heard the inspiring names
of people like Socrates, Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle etc,
They have been deceived by the exaggeration made by
the followers of these philosophers.”(29
S L;lhﬁdﬁ}ﬁ S P P Ui & sorl g hpios P 2,
& 'ffwwm&:Jﬁ&i;ﬂ;ﬂifﬁﬁ;;w;?{ifﬁé} Ko e
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e
“They flattered themselves with the idea that it would do
them honor no to accept even the truth uncritically, But
they had actually began to accept false hoed
uncritically.”39
:fi;.,l{;‘vf:;f’ﬁ;lfléjb’ui
' “Surely, their simplicity is nearer to salvation than steride
genius can be, For total blindness is less dangerous than
oblique vision.”31
0. - L."J.«;_e,gg?&:@’bgﬁé(ﬁlhﬁmwi,ur’lzﬂ_w
“When | saw this vision of fully pulsating amaong these
idiots, | decided to write this book in order to refute the
ancient philosophers. | will expose the incoherence of
their beliefs and inconsistency of their metaphysical
theories."32}
£ ek, v L At e S e S
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“This book is going to demonstrate that the ancient
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philosophers, whose followers the ageists in your day

claim to be, were really untainted with that is united to

them. They never denied the validity of the religious laws

of the contrary, they did believe in God, and did have faith

in his messengers, Although in regard to the minor

details, they sometimes faltered and went astray, and

caused others to go astray, from the even path,”133) _
:E'f!,;-h;.wcﬂ_ﬁ_.&w_f"p;;ﬁm:l;ii.ﬁ_f;j’uﬁjufllﬂlfﬁﬁi&
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“In the first place, the dispute is centered upon a mere

word take for instance their use of the word‘sab stance’

for God, meaning thereby a being which is not in a

subject, or a self-assisting being which does not need an

external cause to continue it in existence "(3%

:;;IE‘;.igL'l:-_ul-:&ic,,r"ffﬁerminﬂlugﬂ:&U-h"’ldf.'l.._-?u{*u

“In the second place, there are those things in which the

philosophers believe, and which do not come into conflict

with any religious principle.”3%)
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“We are not interested in refuting such theories either for

the refutation will serve no purpose.”{36)
bk ] o - - # -
Jl-eidn JJ&L/ULEML:'_ (g Fx’ﬁfufuﬁ{.s.}"‘:;ul"b;ﬂfjd/f
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“In the third place, there are philosophical theories which

come into violent conflict with the fundamentz_u! principles

of religion e.g the religious doctrines of the world's

beginning in time of the attributes of the Creator and the

resurrection of bodies. All these things have been denied

by the philosophers.”37)
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1-  The refutation of their belief is the eternity of the world.

2-  The refutation of their belief is the everlasting nature of the
world,

3-  Their dishonest assertion that God is the creator of the world
and that the world is his product.

4-  Demonstration of their inability to affirm the creator.

5-  Demonstration of their inability to prove the impaossibility of
two Gods by a rational argument.

6- Refutation of their denial of the divine attributes.

7-  Refutation of their theory that the divine being is not divisible
into genus and filler n=tia.

8  Refutation of their theory that the first principle is a simple
ungualified being.

9- Demonstration of their inahility to show that the first principle
is not body.

10- The thesis that they are bound to affirm to eternity other world
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,and deny the creator.

Demonstration of their inability to maintain that the first
principle knows anyone other than himself.

Demonstration of their inability to maintain that He.knuws
himself.

Refutation of their doctrine that the first principle does not
know the particulars.

Refutation of their doctrine that the heaven is a living being
whose movements are voluntary.

Refutation of their theory of the purpose of the heaven’s
movement.

Refutation of their doctrine that the souls of the heavens knows
all the particulars.

Refutation of their belief is the impossibility of a departure from
the natural course of events.

Refutation of their theory that the soul of man is the substance
which exist in itself, and which is neither body nor a accident.
defulation of their belief in the impossibility in the annihilation
of the human souls.

Refutation of their denial of the resurrection of bodies, which
will be followed by feelings of pleasure and pain produced by

physical cause of these feelings and paradise and hell. (38
Ty oy
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“Al-Ghazali charges the philosophers with infidelity on

three counts viz (1) eternity of the world; (2)denial of

Ged’'s knowledge of the particulars and (3) denial of

bodily resurrection. For the rest their views are reretical

or bhorn of religious indifference, But in all they are

involved in contradictions and suffer from confusion of

thought "(39) |
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“Why did He not originate the world before its origination

It is not possible to say’ because of his inability to bring

the world into existence nor could one say“because of the

impossibility of the world’s coming into being for this

would mean that He changed from inability to prove, or

that the world changed from impossibility to possibility

and both senses arc absurd. Nor can it be said that,

before the time of the origination of the world, there was

no purpose and that a purpose merged later. Ncr is it

possible to ascribe to the lack of means and one stage,
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and to its existence at another.”"140)
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“And now that the world has he proved{always) to have
existed, and the impossibility of its beginning in time has
been shown, it follows that the world is extend."(#)
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“But if you claim that this impossibility is known as a

self-evident fact, wky do not you opponents share this

knowledge with you."32)
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“But you say that external knowledge cannot be

conceived of on the analogy of temporal knowledge. the

impossibility involved in the above mentioned theory was

felt by certain people among yourselves. Consequently,

they said that He does not know anything but Himself,

and that , there fore, knowledge knower and the known .

thing are all one i.e Himself,"143]
(e IS e it T A3 e 26
fJ:f;_,C‘:LgL{H‘.:_JrfJTVG}VC_'?J;IGLJI;,:?;;IM;J}LAJI;{_ gf._..,-
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“If a thirsty man has before him two glasses of water,

which are equal in all aspects as far as his purpose is

concerned. He can not true either of the two unless he

thinks that one of the two is prettier, or lighter or nearer

to his right hand, or has some other cause-apparent or

invisible- which give it a special character.”(4%)
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“Your comparison to the divine to human will is a false an

analogy; as that between the divine and human

knowledge.....if the world will cannot name this attribute,

let assure another name, for names are not at issue at the

moment . We had used the word ‘will’ on the authority of

sacred law., Etymologically, hence, ‘wil’ signifies

something directed towards a purpose. In case of God, we

cannot speak of a purpose. What , however, we are

concerned with is the meaning, and not the words,"(45)
Bl b B G- Che JEAred G iy
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“The highest sphere moves from east to west; and the

one below it, vice versa. Now whatever is the result of the

rules of the two spheres might be obtained even if the

roles were reversed. i.e if the highest sphere moved from

west to east and the one below it in fhe opposite

manner... why, therefore.,, was one direction distinguished

from another like it 77”146)
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“He may mean by it that God is prior is essence, not in
time,as one is prior to two, for one is prior to two by
nature, although it is possible that both should co-exist in
time. Or Gods priority will, on this view, He like the
priority of the cause to the effect.”47)
urule.wr]Jé.bru.{Gﬁjhé;f{fffnﬁ!L.Z-HFJ;J-’__L*E%..!J ubiesL
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“And therefore, God must have perceived the world
during a period, which came to an end, but which had
never begun, On this view, accordingly, there must be an
infinite time before time.....Finally, the eternity of time is
the measure of the motion..being necessary, it follows
that the eternity of motion is also necessaw.”' (48]
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“Therefore, it is evident that before the existence of the
world there was time, which passed and finally expired
when the existence of the world began."49)
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*There is no distinction between temporal extension....
which is described , in terms of its relation, El:-‘; ‘before’ and
‘after’.... and optical extension... which is described, in
terms of its relations as ‘abowve’ and ‘below’. If it is

possible to have an ‘above less’ above, it should also be
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possible to have a ‘below less’ below." 5%
W AL Joacld i
“It remains for us to say that God has an existence, while
the world was not with HIM, this much does not
necessitate the affirmation of anything else.”(51)
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“There is no doubt that, from your point of view, God had
the power to create the world in a year, or a hundred
years or a thousand years before He did. now, these
hypothetical measures differ in quantity. Therefore it is
necessary for you to affirm something. before the
existence of the world. which had a gquantitative of
measure ale nature. (32
Ex t/(}’:vbt.;r!ﬁ{._wq_;l.:uﬁrtEnﬁfﬂ;mdm,
Ve vl iidrSe PV e L gl iz adizeu
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“Did God have the power to create the highest sphere as
larger by a cubit than the size He has actually created. If
they say no, that will show God’s in ability but if they say
yes, then two cubits will be equally admissible, then their,

and an in finite regress will follow.” 5

-~ LA , e g T A P o I s o
EJ:“::_F‘JHA_. e il A IS o e leos i 1B

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com i



http://www.pdffactory.com

- '..- .l . . & & i

Elosts, sn P e nsec (Etemnity) 3 L Sordlmalod 190
#,:L};L;(Jb,.:éj_’;-.‘:.t‘.’/:Jﬁfx.,,ﬁl(f;l.;::fq.
9 S

Utestheh e b o te AL el S84y dups Sos
L 11_,::.:5;,,,f'?;f;,Jefzi&%ﬁ:%gtﬂuﬁiﬁyngﬁtbﬂ,nfg o pef e el
el ;;fg,.: Ll L}'f 1 fet [::E.:_..-..:zf; «Unr t/”(:u;;‘:: Q’C‘b’uﬂ L J..:JE- ¥
KISt Bl FES A e s bzt i LT
e B FI6E, e ikl

"

“Its existence is possible “ is that its existence is not
impassible . if existence was always possible, It must
always have been not impossible. If it had always been
impossible, it would be false for us to say that it was

! always possible. And if it were false to say that it was
always possible, it would be false to say that the
possibility is never eased to be. And if it were false to say
that the possibility never caused to be, it would be true to
say that a possibility had a beginning. And if it were true
to say it had a beginning. It must have been impossible
before that (beginning). And this lead to the affirmation of
a state when the world was not possible and God had no
power or it "4
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"In spite of this, however, and absolute and infinite void

space is impossible. "155)
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“There must be a subtraction to which it could be related’
but there is nothing but matter to serve as subtraction so
it was related to matter, ... similarly, therefore
possibility will be an attribute to matter, and for matter
itself there is no other matter. Hence the fact that it is not
originated."(56)
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"“When the intellect can suppose the existence of
something....the supposition not being inadmissible to
reason... we call that thing possible or if the suppaosition is
inadmissible , we call the thing impossible ort if the
intellect cannot suppose the nonexistence of something .
we call that thing necessary but these intellectual
judgments do not need an existent to which to be related

as attributes.”57)
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“An intellectual judgment of possibility does not require
the assumption of an existing essence to which possibility
should be related, (58
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“Hence possibility like impossibility is merely concept, the
assumption of an existing substratum to which this
concept may be related is to have a meta physical jump
from mere thought to actual existence and is to commit
as we understand now an ontological fallacy.” %
st & e Pl P S e U

"“What must be taken for granted is that God is eternal
and omnipotent , and that if He wills, no action is

impossible for Him."(&0)
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1) There was a state when the eclipse did not exist
but its existence might be anticipated i.e one might say it
will be.
2) In the second state, it was actually existing i.e one
might say ‘it is’
3} In the third state, it is again non-existence; but a
short while ago it had been ie ‘was’ (83
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"Thus, it is known to Him i.e is laid bare to Him—in single
discovery which is homogenous, and influenced by time.
However at he time of an eclipse, it cannot be said that
He knows that it exists now. Nor, aftor the eclipse, can it
be said that He knows that now it has cleared away. For
nothing which is neceszarily be known to Him , for such

knowledge would necessitate a change in the knower "182)
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“Even so they are bound to say that Muhammad(May God
Bless him and grant him peace) proclaimed his prophecy,
While God did not know that he had done so. And the
same will be true to every other prophet ,for God only
krows that among men there are some who proclaim
prophecy and that such and such are their attributes ; but
He cannot know a particular prophet as an individual ,be
a sign of perfection for that is to be known by the senses
alone."(63)
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“For his perfection consists in that He knows all the
Things, Should We have a knowledge of all temporal
phenomena.,lt would be a sign of perfection, not of
deficiency or sulijugation,on our part, The same may be

true of God 5%
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“As regards its degrees, men have different ranks which
are marked by great a variety as characteristic than

mundane ranks. Thus

1) The eternal pleasure is for the pure and perfect
souls,

2) The eternal pain is for the imperfect and impure
souls.

£ The ancient pain is for the impure but perfect
souls.

And the soul can attain absolute bliss only by means of

perfection and purity or cleanliness. Perfection is derive

from knowledge, and purity from various action."{%)
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"There are the arguments to prove that intellectual

pleasure are worthier than physical pleasures first the

state of the angels is noble than that of beasts and swine.

now, the angels do not experience sinuous pleasure like

those of mating and eating their pleasure consists in the

consciousness of the perfection and which characterize
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then become of their insight into the reaction of the
things and their approximation to the lord of the universe.
Secondly, man himself often prefers intellectual pleasures
to sinuous pleasures. For instance one who seeks victory
over an enemy renounces for its sake the comfort of

home and health,” 65
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“But he knows these things on the authority of religion, as

expresser in the doctrine of resurraciion,”(67)
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“In the first place, it may be said that man is body and

that life is merely an accident which depends on body.

Therefore resurrection will mean (a) the restoration by

God the body, which had perished (b) the

recommencement of the existence of the body and (c) the

restoration of life which had perished.”1€®
sz S Une 6 3 S e oS

e sl

“It may be said that the sand is a existent which survives
the death of the body, but which will be returned at the
time resurrection to the ariginal body when all the parts
of that body have been collected. this is another

alternative.”189}
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“In the third place it may be said that the soul will return
to a body whether it is composed of the same parts the
original body had or of some other parts conseguently
the returning one would be that man, in so far as the soul
is that soul. Matter is irrelevant here, because man is not

man by virtue of mother, but by virtue of soul.”[7®
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. “Think not of those who are slain in the way of Allah as
dead. Nay, they are living with their lord they have
provision."
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"And by resurrection is meant the resurrection of bodies,

and it is possible to effect resurrection by restoring the

soul to a body is hatter made of the same matter as the

original one was: or made of the matter of any other body

or of a matter created for the first time. For it is the soul,

not the bady, which makes us what we are.”173)
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“all the parts of our body are continually charging from

infancy to old age because of leanness and fatness, and

because of the changes caused by food.” (72)
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“let us asks it possible that dust snould become man,

when only the word Be is addressed to it? No it is

necessary that the causes of its graduated transportation
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through various phases should operate. And the causes
are (a) fertilization of a womb by a drop which comes out
of the marrows of man’s by the body(b)this drop is
assisted by the blood of the means and by food for a
while. (c)then it glows to a lump(d)then a clot(e)then an
embryo (f)then an infant (g)then youth and (h)then an
old man. So it is unintelligible that the whole thing should
be achieved merely by uttering the word ‘Be’. For no word
can be addressed to dust; and its becoming a man
without passing through these phase is impossible. . their,
resurrection is impossible.”(73)
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“So these things may be brought out by divine
omnipotent even when their causes do not exist,”174)
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“Suppose that there is a man who has never seen how a
lodestone attracts iron. If he is told of it, he will not
believe it. For, he will say it is inconceivable that a piece
of iron should be attracted unless there were a threzd
tied to it to draw it."(73)
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“Similarly , when these atheists, who deny resurrection
will them be resurrected and enabled .to see the
wonderful things created by God, they will repent
themselves of their disbelief-—and repentance will not
Jvail thern.it will be said to them “this is what you used to

disbelieve"(76)
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“His competition is philosophy was merely propaedeutic

to his “tahaful al-falasifah’(the incoherence of the
philosaphers)in which he leveled a devising attack on the
doctrine of the Muslim Peripatetic with a dialectic as

subtle as any in the history of philosophy.”77}

W20
“Al-Ghazali critical examination of the methed and
doctrines of the philosophers so the most exciting and

important phase of his intellectual inguiry.”{78)
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