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A Critical & Research Based Study of Accusations Leveled by the
Orientalists against the Prophet ls:f.’s Matrimonial Life
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ABSTRACT

The life of the holy Prophet iy is open with each and
every aspect in the search light of human history. Even his
conjugal life has been preserved completely for the guidance of
the believers. Some Orientalists tried to distort facts and present

the Prophet £ in such a way that the attraction of Islam be
decreased in the eyes of non-Muslims and doubts be produced in
the simple-minded Muslims. One of their prime targets has been

the marriages of the holy Prophetils:2 which had purely
religious, legal and socio-political reasons. Some Orientalists

attacked the character of the Prophetils:z by suggesting that he
had a strong sexual desire, while others blamed that it was due to
greed for worldly gains. Still others even invented dramatic

stories about the polygamy of the ProphetLisi. This article is a
humble attempt to provide answers to these baseless charges,
citing references from the Orientalists' original sources with
historical facts, opinions of the Muslim thinkers and the
teachings of the others renowned world religions which shows
that the Orientalists' doubts are nothing but the outcome of their
malice and hostile feelings. The weak foundations of the
unethical and unsupported accusations have been exposed upon
which the Orientalists tried to build the edifice of their
arguments.
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“Muhammad’s marriages have long provided another
source of western criticism of the moral character of the
prophet”(z).
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“Mahomet was now going on to three-score years but
weakness for the sex seemed only to grow with age and the
attractions of his increasing harem were insufficient to

prevent his passion from wandering beyond its ample
limits™®,
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“After the death of his first wife, Muhamed married some

dozen wives; some out of love, some for reasons of
2 4)
state ( .
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“We conclude, then, that virilocal polygyny, or the
multiple virilocal family, which for long was the
distinctive feature of Islamic society in the eyes of
Christendom, was an innovation of Muhammad's. There
may have been some instances of it before his time, but it

was not widespread, and it was particularly foreign to the
outlook of the Medinans”®.
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“The prophet was growing old. At the time of the
expedition to Tabuk he must have been in his sixties. Even
50, he had not lost his fondness for women”®.
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“The charms of a second Zeinab were by accident

discovered too fully before his admiring gaze. She was the

wife of Zeid, his adopted son and bosom friend; but he

was unable to smother the flame she had kindled in his

breast; and, by divine command, she was taken to his

embrace”V,
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“One day to visit the dwelling of his adopted son Zeid, he
found him absent. As he knocked, Zeinab, wife of Zeid,

started up in confusion to array herself decently for the
prophet's reception. But her charms had already through
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the half-opened door unveiled themselves too freely before
his admiring gaze; and Mahomet, smitten by the sight,
exclaimed, "Gracious Lord! Good Heavens! How thou
dost turn the hearts of men!" The words, uttered as he
turned to go, were overheard by Zeinab, and she, proud of
her conquest, was nothing loth to tell her husband of it.
Zeid went at once to Mahomet, and offered to divorce his
wife for him." Keep thy wife to thyself," he answered,
"and fear God." But the words fell from unwilling lips.
Zeid was ten years younger than Mahomet, but he was
short and ill favoured; and now that Zeinab seemed to
court so distinguished an alliance, he probably did not care
to keep her any longer as his wife. And so he formally
divorced her™?.
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“One day prophet came to Zaid’s house as was his
frequent custom. Zaid was not at home, but Zainab met
him at the door, clad in light garment which the Arab
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women used to wear in the house. Mohammed was
overcome with amazement at her beauty, and said, half-
audibly, as he drew back courteously: “Praised be Allah
who changeth the hearts of men!” but Zainab had heard
his words, and she repeated them to Zaid. The possibility
of being elevated to the position of the wife of the prophet
certainly appealed to her proud nature. Her husband was
hardly attractive, at least externally. He was small, black
skinned and flat-nosed. We can imagine that Zainab told
poor Zaid so often about the impression which she had
made upon the prophet that he, as the tradition has it,
finally felt repulsed by her. So he went to Muhammed and
volunteered to divorce Zainab, so that the prophet might
marry her. Owing to his fear of public opinion Muhammed
did not wish to accept this offer. For Zaid was his adopted
son, although only six years younger than Muhammed |,
and the Arabs regarded an adopted as in every respect
equal to a natural son, and thus marriage between a foster
father and divorced wife would be looked upon as
incest”*?),
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“Zainab, the wife of Zaid attracted his attention. Zaid, not

failing to notice the attention of the prophet, divorced her
whereupon Muhamed married her. This marriage was
regarded as objectionable for two reasons. Not only was it
deemed ungenerous of Muhamed to have accepted such a
sacrifice from Zaid, one of his first follower; but it was
also contrary to the general practice which condemned the
marriage with the wife of an adopted son who was

regarded in the light of a natural son and whose wife after
divorce the father could not marry”*,
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“Once the natural limits of restraints were over passed,

Mohammad fell a prey to his strong passion for the sex. In
his fifty-sixth year he married Hafsa, and the following
year, in two succeeding months, zainab bint khozyma and
um salma but his desires were not to be satisfied by the
range of a harim already in advance of Arab custom, and
more numerous than was permitted to any of his followers;
rather, as age advanced they were stimulated to seek for
new and varied indulgence”®?.
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“Muhammad received a revelation from God that a man
should have no more than four wives at once, yet he had
many more”®).
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“Meanwhile, in the ten years following Khadija’s death,

Muhammad married another 11 women, though the Quran

limits the number of wives a man can marry to four”®?,
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e U U0 U1 “Wolves in sheep clothes”
“While the Koran says a man can have up to four wives
Muhammad had considerably more. “The question of the
number of women with whom Muhammad was sexually
involved either as wives, concubines, or devotees was
made a point of contention by the Jews in Mohammed’s
day”(ZS).
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“The Quran limits the number of legitimate wives to four

but Muhamet was to be an exception to the rule”®?.
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“Shortly after the death of Khadija, he married again; but

it was not till the mature age of fifty-four that he made the

dangerous trial of polygamy, by taking 'A'isha, yet a child,
as the rival of Sauda”®?.
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“By engaging himself to infant daughter of Abu Bakr,
Ayeshah, of whom more will be heard”®Y,
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ILLGJ (Professor Nabia Abbott)&w/ ..t /.‘.3:/,:
“In no version is there any comment made on the disparity
of the ages between Mohammed and Aishah or on the
tender age of the bride who, at the most, could not have
been over ten years old and who was still much enamored

with her play... The playful child become the wife of the
aging prophet of Allah”®?,
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“On the present occasion he humoured the juvenile tastes

of his bride, at the time a child not more than ten or eleven

years of age”(33).
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“Muhammad married Khadija to escape poverty and

40
ensure a prosperous future”“?,
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“All Muhammad's own marriages can be seen to have a
tendency to promote friendly relations in the political

sphere. Khadijah brought him wealth and the beginnings

of influence in Meccan politics”(41).
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“At twenty-five, Muhammad married a wealthy forty-

year-old widow, Khadijah, after she proposed to him”“?.
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“No great religious leader has been so maligned as
Muhammad Attacked in the past as a heretic, an imposter
or a sensualist. It is still possible to find him referred to as
"the false prophet.” A modem German writer accuses
Muhammad of sensuality, surrounding himself with young
women. This man was not married until he was twenty-
five years of age, then he and his wife lived in happiness
and fidelity for twenty-four years, until her death when he
was forty-nine. Only between the age of fifty and his death
at sixty-two did Muhammad take other wives, only one of
whom was a virgin, and most of them were taken for
dynastic and political reasons. Certainly the Prophet's
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record was better than that head of the Church of England,
Henry VI117¢9),
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