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ABSTRACT

There were many emerging social and legal issues during the end of the

nineteenth century and the beginning of twentieth century in the Indian Islam that

became the bone of contention between the traditionalists and the modernists.

Although, the real challenges of the social, political, religious, economic nature were

lying unresolved before the Muslim thinkers and reformists i.e., the role of women

in Islam, the western colonization of the Muslim lands, the Christian missionaries

challenging the importance and significance of Islam in the modern world, and

above all, the modern education system, however, most of the traditionalist ulama

indulged in reletively less issues important, such as whether it is permitted for a

Muslim to eat meat slaughtered by a non-Muslim? Or is it permissible in Islam to

dine with a Christian on the same table?  And other such issues. 

Sir Sayed Ahmed Khan, known as the founder of the Muslim modernism in

India, and his Aligarh companions tried to focus on the major issues confronted

Indian Muslim of their time. But they also had to face the challenges of Indian

Ulema and willingly or unwillingly they too had to answer the questions poised by

them, as the majority of the Muslims where following the ulama in their daily

practice of  religion. Hence, Sir Syed and his companions also addressed issues of

dinning with the people of the book (ta'am ahl-e- kitab) and slaughtered by the

people of the book (zabiha ahl-e-kitab). 

One such personality who came to the rescue Sir Syed in confronting ulema

on these issues was his closest friend and companion, Nawab Mohsin ul Mulk. He

not only defended Sir Syed on these issues but also presented his personal views in

these matters, with his own set of arguments. The present paper is focused on

Mohsin ul Mulk's ideas on the issues of ta'am and zabiha of people of the book.  
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ÆF,36, Òj³^h]Ö³Ûvfkæ]Ö�çÑ 7gì÷XZke~ZyÆÎZöógZ}iÛ~ZyÅ’k,

Ú%³ß³çp Æ‰p}ZgŠz~–™DZzg ]un³³^ð]Ö³Ã³×³çÝ û{™Dƒñë÷ÔLLâZ[™r#

Å©c*]zZÃgñµoƒ�6,5Šc*™Dó̧ó)72(X ÚçŸÞ^ÚÃßçp

Å„g]ÐZ.Š{™D÷�—ÔZCZ[ZzgÔgG+MÅÔ™C ÚrÛÄ]Öfv^… íZ<

Ÿmj³í³×rà]pŸmjv†ÕÊnä�òoÚà]Ö�Ôæmçæpe^Ör^ð]pÖÛ`Û×èæ ZZ ìÔT~¹ŠHìā:

�³^eã³k]Ö³ß³’³†]Þnèæ]Ö†af^ÞnèÊo •³^…Âk]p ]‘³Ø]Ÿìj³¡t]Ö³v³†Òèæ]Ÿ•_†]hÎçÖä

ªLL:Wz}¾}Šw~¼ZzgZ%` XX( i³–³ònÏãÜæi�‚m‚aÜæÒnÌæ]ÞkÂ×o]ÖvßnËè]ÖŠã×o

Ô:ƒz}Nªw•�ZzgZCZ[ÔHÂxËƒÇ¾ZEVZzggGEVÆZLZz6,;™äZzgŸŠ™ä

~ÔZzgtYV™ƒYìYèÂZ,Š+6,ì�¦JZzgW‚yìóóÔā?¦ñZzgW‚yŠ+6,ƒOp

Zz6, vg}Šw~Z%`c*w•�ZzgZCZ[»ƒ**»Zy¾ZEVZzggGâVÐxË™Š}ÇÔ�ZL

q³Û³×³ä ZZ ÐZÅŒ4-öGEÆjZáÐ'×h+o]7™D÷: Êj³x]Öç�æ� ;ZzgŸŠÃgzZgnp÷)82(Xz{
•³^…Âkqç]h�†½Úv„æÍ]p]á�ÓÓk�^eãkÊnä]Ö†âf^Þnèæ]ÖrÛ×è]Ö�†›nèÚŠj^ÞËè

Ö³×fn³^á‰f³g]Ö³ßãoæ]ÖÛÃßoŸm‚ìØÊnäÎ×fÔ•nÐæu†tŸÞÔÂ×o]ÖvßnËè]ÖŠã×nè(Ê^ƒ]

�³Ó³Ókæ�‚�lÂ×oFÞËŠÔeÛ%Øâ„]�^eãkÊnä]Ö†âf^ÞnèÂ×oFÞËŠÔeÛ%Øa„]�^eãkÊnä

ªLLŸg®)�Z[ìÑo÷zs»ZzgpZk¿Æt÷āZ¤/Â—™}ÇÂxËƒÇ X ]Ö³³†af³³^Þnè!X

gG+MÆZzg]ÑºzZWÒy:L7ÆìZzgpt÷ā:Wz}¾}Šw~¼;Zzg—YèÂ
Z,Š+6,ì�¦JZzgW‚yìX:Z¤/Â—™}ÇZzgZLZz6,ñZzg”]gzZgÇÇZ+!*ÂV~Â

xËƒÇÂgG+MÆ�óó)92(ªíZ<›âVÃtCäÅÃÒÌ™gì÷ā»gòäZK
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z2]Ð6,Ì™**ecT~ZZyÆYä»ç{ƒXZk§bíZ<äZÅŒ4-öGOEÅgzZe$ÐZL
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äZÐÀÐÜ™Æ–ìXíZ<�ZiÍxZ3ÿXLÂ[Æ7g~§b‡b÷ÔZzg Êj³x]Öç�æ� Zzg

zug$ÆzZãZÖpÅÞŠ]ZyÆn»°ìX Î†�á ZkÆn

ŒVZq-ÎZwtaZƒ@*ìāÃyÐ·Šz»gò»f�'wì�ÍxZ3ÿXLÂ[»�Ziì?t
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·Šz»gòñu+~Ð÷)03(XíZ<Zke~(,}xZ0+Zi~ë÷āÃðtŠúò7™

YāWÀ]åÆiâä~‰»gòf%Æz‰Ül™D¸Zzg‰7XZzg:„ZkÐtU*"$

ƒ@*ìā�l™D¸z{Â©6,„�Z̧zg�7™D¸z{æu¸)13(XaèíZ<Æ4,Šq-
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ˆÍxZ3ÿXLÂ[»�Zi:ƒäÅZyÆ0*kÃðŠ?7g{YCXŠgZÝ·Šz»gòÆjZáÐñu

ƒä»ÎZwZyÆeÆ‡bƒäÅzzÐZVc*ŠHXZkaíZ<ZkÅF,Šh+™Dƒñë

÷ā:
tìw™**ā»gò/:LZNŠXeÆæW~Ð÷Ôÿª&}.ZîVÆ

â+zZáþÔZzgZknf�Zy»**Y,̂ìÔtìYèz{æ’ö0Â©÷XZzg�ā
æBÂ©ƒZk6,Z:tÑu7ƒY)23(X

íZ<»tZëÒyZyÆ].h+e$If‚Å?Ï™@*ìÔZyÅZK̈yŠz4Ãúc*V™@*ì

Zzgƒ�Ð(,|™t:ÜsZyÅèIgzZŠZg~Zzg"@»ÉZyÆŠû́z�ÛZ„�»Ì1ìXz{B

÷āZq-!*gÂ©»Šúò™heÆÑ̂u»Z²ZxË6,7Îc*YYZzgtā·Šz|ðZ,è<ØÆâ+
zZßV~÷áï÷X

ŒVëŠBÐāíZ<ic*Š{F,fYÃÆZ̧ZwÐÞŠ'fe÷X¸„Zknāz{Zk
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óóÔT»IìāÂ!»Z:tƒ�Z3ÿXLÂ[6,ìpZ{z{fòƒVc*w!Ô²!ƒVc*$›Í-ö
GEEÔZzg Â³×³oÚ³^Ú†

Zy»f�Y,̂ìÔYèªÄIf%Æ�ZiÅÑoì)63(XZzg˜VªÄInzxìz;Vf�Y,̂7

Ÿi³çÒ³Øƒen³vè]ÖÛrç‰oŸÞäŸm‚Âo ZZ äXÏÆfÝÃY,̂7ŒìÔ a‚]mä ìÔ6ā™8ïEL

Yèz{Â©»Šúò7™DÔÅ<å XEZZNŠUInzx Âj³Ï³^�]æ�ÂçpFXX( ] ]Öj³çun³‚Ê³³^Þ³Ã³‚Úk]ÖÛ×è

„~ï a³³‚]m³³ä ì)73(XíZ<Zâx÷áwÐÌf%Æz‰ÜlÆe~Š?ÑD÷�Z¹

]Ö³ÛŠ³×Üm„exÂ×oF]‰Ü]Ö×äiÃ^ÖoF‰ÛFo ˆXZâx÷áwòWÀ]~VÅZkug$ÐZ÷7Š™D÷:LL
Ô›y}.Z„Æ**x6,f%™@*ìZkäf%Æz‰ÜlHƒc*:Hƒ)83(XaèZâx÷áwò mŠ³³ÜXX ]æÖ³³Ü

$g./õ
G

GÆnic*Š{ÎÈJZßw7gnpÔZkníZ<äZyÐZ.Š{HXZâx÷áwòÅŠzu~Š?
æŸá]ÖjŠ³ÛnèÖ³çÒ³^Þ³k�³†›^Ö×vØÖÛ^‰Ï_keÃ„…]ÖßŠ^áÒ^ TÐZ,VäZ÷7ŠHtì:þþLL

$g./õ
G

G»œUF,u™** ( æÖçÒ^Þk�†›^Ê^ÖÛ×è]ÎnÛkÚÏ^Úã^ÒÛ^Êo]Öß^‰oXX ]Ö’×çé Ö_ã^…éÊoe^h
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āZ¤/lÔèf�ÆnÑoƒÂz{Ño$›å EEgÈwÆ‚�c*ázu7ƒCÔ‰āÓg]úiÆn

ìX1Z¤/$g./õ
G

GÃÑoÌŒYñÂIZzgè<Ø‡ì£x$g./õ
G

GÆƒVÐóó)93(X

Zk§bíZ<äZâx÷áwòÅ�ÐfÝÆnlÅÑoÃ!*Ç»™Æª+Æ

Z‹ZnÃ»™äÅÃÒÅÔZzg)!¨Óå GO+Ænz{ë÷āZ7CÙZ~ËZâxÅÇÅ¢zg]7

ƒCZzgl»F,u™**fÝÅÑo~Ð7ìÔÅ<å XEZZâx÷áwòc*ZyÆ!¨Óå GO+6,tZ²Zx7Îc*YYāz{

Ë¬Ågz¤/ŠZã™D÷)04(X
Zy�ÐZ+ZÑw™äÆˆëö$Å§sWD÷XÐíZ<äZLñ�Ã

U*"$™äÆnZ+ÑwHXíZ<äYV¬Z̧ZÁ�Ð»x1ZzgQug$Å§s
Æ4ñ�ÅzŸs#™äÆˆug$»jZ!Šc*ìÔZkÆẐâx÷áw a‚]mä Wñ?ŠgZÝZ,Vä

»jZ!ìXëZz6,4Zzg÷áwaÃÅzŸs#Zq-‚B™ÆZ[ug$Å§sWNÐXíZ<

ÅWe$Ð¸Z+Ñw — ]Ö$„ômûàø]öæûiöç]]ÖûÓôjFgø ™ Åug$ÐZPŠ™Dƒñë÷ā Â³Û‚é]ÖÏ^…p

HYYìā·Šz»gò»f�'wìZzgZkWe$ÐZy»f�„%ZŠìÔeìz{²[c*)²[·Šz

»gòƒVXÓxfY»Zk6,Z)qìāZ3ÿXLÂ[»f�Y,̂ìDZknāz{Zv¬\ÆÎZËZzg»**x
7fe)14(XíZ<Zkug$~fYÆZ)qÃâ+~@*ï7™DÔ¸„ZyÆ4,Šq-Z)q

Zq-9ug$Æ9Q6,ƒÇX9gg~~Z3ÿXLÂ[ÆfÝZzg3äÆo]~tug$ÌìX

LL²[Æ»gò»f�3ä~ÃðDs#7Z%Z¤/ÂÍáāZkä/z‰Üf�ZvÆÎZËZzg»**x
1X)†}c*%*(ÂZÐ#Ö3Z¤/Âät7‹ÂZväZy»3**'wg3ìZzgZv¬\Ã¥xåāz{

»�Û÷óó)24(X¾qwÔz{Z1ŠZîŠÅZq-ug$Å§sg�q™D÷ÔT~$g./õ
G

GZzg°x$g./õ
G

GÆo]

ÆnZ0„kñÐZq-gzZe$%z~ìÔ�tU*"$™Cìāf%Æz‰Ül»¬Z3ÿXLÂ[Æn7
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G
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G
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ZķwÐZzg¼7À_)74(X

íZ<ÅZkŠ?~Å̧5éEMMt!*]©Vìā¤/Šy%zh™âg**f%Å°p~7W@*XŒV
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