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Take care of the Orientalists Waqidi and his book **"Maghazi''
(An analytical study)
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ABSTRACT

Muhammad ibn ‘Umr Al-Wagqidr is considered to be one of the most
famous early Muslim historians. Despite being disputed among the circle of
Muhaddithin, he was popular among the early Muslim historians. He got
recognition and fame as a historian in the 2nd half of 2nd century of Hijrah.
In fact, he was an outstanding historian who introduced new trends in
writing and composition of historic narratives. The early Muslim historians
cited and quoted Al-Wagqidr freely where they needed him without any kind
of reluctance.

It is well to know that western orientalists pay special attention to Al-
Wagqidr and his book "Al-Maghazi". Perhaps it is not due to their biasness or
impartiality, but for the excellent work of Al-Wagidi. In this regard, they
think that Al-Wagidr is more accurate and clear in giving details and
judgments about historical events than any other early Muslim historian. Al-
Wagqidr's dating of historical events is more acute and correct. He owns what
he produces and narrates. Moreover, he seems to be sensitive and aware of
consequences of what he writes in his book " Al-Maghazi”, that is why we
see him sometime indulging in some issues extra-ordinarily and proving and
disproving what he thinks right or wrong by logical (internal and external)
criticism. Al-Wagidi explores historical events and tries to know about root
causes of their happening and finally analyzes their consequences.

These are some special qualities of Al-Wagidi's work in the eyes of
western orientalists. In this article, | have tried to highlight these aspects of
Al-Wagqidr's work from the oriental literature.

Keywords: Muslim historians, orientalists, maghazi, historical events,
logical criticism.
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Muir¢ Williame Sir¢ The Life of Muhammad: p. ixxxiv¢ Edinburgh :
Jhon Grant« 31 George IV« bridge (1923)
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The best course is that adopted by Leone Caetani< namely: to follow
al-Waidi as a general rule where there are discrepancies between him

and Ibn e Ishaqg.See: Watt« Montgomery« William« Muhammad at
Medina« Oxford at the clarendon press« (1956) p.339
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William Muir writes: He (Wagqidi) studied and wrote exclusively
under the 'Abbasids. He enjoyed their patronage« and passed a part of
his life at their courtc having in his later days been appointed a Kadi
of Baghdad. In judging« therefore« of his learning and prejudices« we
must always bear in mind that the influence of the 'Abbasid dynasty
bore strongly and continuously upon him. His traditional researches
were vast¢ and his works voluminous.

Muir¢< William« The life of Muhammad:« p.ixxx
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However« the opinion that Wagidi was himself a fabricator of vast
amounts of information seems to run contrary to the evidence that
we have available to us. Wagqidi was dutifully criticized by the hadith
critics as well. The objections of the hadith scholars seem to be« in
facte based primarily on their rejection of his< and other akhbars:
methodology; as Dhahabi states¢ “he is among the most erudite
scholars« but he is not well versed in hadith. Dhahabi’s criticism here
pertains to his usage of the prophetic tradition rather than knowledge
thereof.

See: Motzki« Herald« Analysing Muslim Tradition (studies in legal«
exegetical and maghazi hadith)« Brillc Leiden< Boston« (2010) p.458-
459
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Faizerc S¢ Rizvic Muhammad (PBUH) and the Medinan Jew: A
Comparison of the Texts of 1bn Ishag's Kitab Sirat Rasul Allah with
al-Wagidi's Kitab al Maghazi"< p.474¢ international journal of
middle east studies« Cambridge University Press< VVol. 28« Isssue No.
4< Nov« (1996)
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“The tale is a second time clumsily repeated by the biographers
almost in the same terms« on the occasion of his expedition to Dhat
ar-Rika'; and here lbn Ishak adds: 'With special reference to this
event. Sura v. 14 was revealed; but others attribute the passage to the
attempt of Amr ibn Jahsh¢ one of the Beni an- Nadir<' who (as is
pretended) tried to roll down a stone upon the Prophet from the roof
of the house in which he sat. Thus we have three or four different
incidents to which the text is applied< some of which are evidently
fabricated to suit the passage itself”.®
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The trend of chronology came through wagidi< and ibn e hisham seems
to b impressed by it that’s why we see him so many where
interpolating in ibn e ishaq’s sira by the dating of an event although ibn
e ishag has not mentioned earlier.
Jones« M« The Chronology of the Maghazi« p. 271

taa sy (e)
one is led to the conclusion that al-waqidi had before him the
conscious aim of filling out the empty places in the chronological
framework of the maghazi and of presenting them in a more systemic
form.
Jones« M« The Chronology of the Maghazi« p. 276
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Muhammad and the Medinan Jews... p. 479¢ Rizwi« S<Fiazer )

p. 261« The Chronology of the Maghazi< M<Jones v)



