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Diligence of Canonical Hadith Critics in Comprehension
of Hadith Content
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ABSTRACT

It is generally perceived in contemporary intellectual movements that
canonical Traditionalists did not take hadith text into consideration as their
scholarly efforts were limited to the evaluation of hadith chains. Afore-
mentioned notion - in my opinion - originates from shallow study of
methodology adopted by canonical hadith critics« as a deeper look into their
scholarly works reveals that sciences of hadith includes the authentication
and disparagement of traditions as well as comprehension and deduction
from hadith content.

The sole objective of early Traditionalists from transmission«
collection of hadith« its evaluation« authentication and disparagement was to
safeguard the true meaning of Sunnah and to transmit it in its pure form to
the successors.

In fact the peculiarity of their work is that they exert all efforts in
order to deal with hadith as a single undivided whole« where examination of
content was not irrelevant to the evaluation of chain¢ their conscientious
efforts recorded in major works of Aadith show how they evaluated content
of hadith to determine that it was not contradictory to Shari‘ah¢ or with
another sound tradition¢ as there was a possibility that a certain reliable
reporter made mistake or speculated in transmitting the meaning of hadith .
Therefore we witness them disparaging a certain transmitter for his
negligence and errors whereas his hadith is forsaken< moreover they would
not consider him a Traditionalists or muhaddithin if excessive speculations
were found in his report. This research paper aims at investigating the
aforementioned hypothesis.

Keywords: Diligence< Canonical hadith< Evaluation< Transmission«
Collection.
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