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Abstract.

"Sihr (witchcraft, magic) is prohibited in Islam. However, there
are multiple understandings of Sihr in Muslim tradition. The
Mu‘tazila (a group of predominantly rationalist theologians)
believe that Sihr is only a trickery. The magicians deceive the
innocent and simple people by their tricks and they bewitch
their eyes, consequently people cannot see what is really
happening. Otherwise, there is no reality in their magic. On the
other hand, the Sunni theologians argue that there is reality in
Sihr and witchcraft as the Quran and Prophetic traditions affirm
the magicians’ ability to harm the people. Imam Jassas is a
leading Hanafi Sunni of the fourth century of Islam.
Interestingly, he validates the mutazali's understanding of Sihr.
Therefore, he is considered as a Mutazili scholar in some Sunni
as well as Mutazili circles. The present paper aims to study
Jassas’ interpretations of Sihr as presented by him in his
magnum opus Ahkam al-Quran. This investigation leads us to
the conclusion that Jassas, being an outstanding jurist, has an
independent judgment on Sihr that is identical to that of the
Mutazila. It is not justified to consider him as a Mutazili on the
basis of his standpoint on Sihr, particularly when he criticized
and refuted the Mutazili doctrine and teachings in his works ."
Key words: Tafsir, Sihr, witchcraft and miracles, Imam
Jassas, Mutazila and Sunni theology. Islamic Jurisprudence,
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