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“A similar spirituality had characterised the ancient world of
Mesopotamia. The Tigris-Euphrates valley, in what is now Iraq, had
been inhabited as early as 4000 BCE by the people known as the
Sumerians who had established one of the first great cultures of the
Oikumene (the civilised world). In their cities of Ur, Erech and Kish,
the Sumerians devised their cuneiform script, built the extraordinary
temple-towers called ziggurats and evolved an impressive law,
literature and mythology”’ (30)
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