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Abstract

Arabic literature is one of the oldest literatures in the world. This literature has
been there for over fifteen countries. Arab women have a long history of literary
endeavor. A large number of Arab women contributed to the field of literature
especially in poetry. But Arab-Muslim culture is vastly different from Western
culture regarding the treatment of women. In spite of valuable contribution
offered by women, the primary sources of Arabic literature are about silently
regarding their contribution to this literature. Therefore the role models in Arabic
literature were men.

The names of the known Arab women poets could be counted on the fingers of
one hand, like Kharnaq Bint Badar (d. 574), Al-Khansa (575-664), Layla
Akhilliya (d. 705), Aysha al-Bauniya (d. 922), Wallada Bint al-Mustakfa (d.
1091) and their subjects were always bemoaning a dead relative or praising a
male counterpart. Evidence suggests that most of the poetry written Arab women
were either not recorded or was lost after recording it. The women writers who
appear in the books of literature represent only a fraction of them. There were two
reasons for this: the first one was that when Arabs started to write about their
poetry they concentrated their efforts on what had been written by men because of
its superior literary value and did not pay much attention to women’s poetry
because it was “feminine and weak”. But even the little of women’s poetry that
was recorded was lost during foreign invasions and the burning of library.

This work tries to provide an introduction to women poets of Arabic and to make
visible a great number of women poets of Arabic literature who are virtually
unknown to the reader of Arabic literature, as well as to provide a short discussion
on famous women poets of Arabic literature during the Jahiliyya as well as the
Islamic and Pre Modern periods.
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All masters of Literature are unanimous in declaring Khansa as the
best women poet in Arabic. No women in history have ever written
such fine poetry as Khansa.
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