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The Religion of Islam has been based upon Quran e Majeed and Prophetic
Traditions (Hadith e Nabvi SAW). It is by Allah's great favour that He
himself took the responsibility to guard both of these bases. Then, if to
narrate Muhammad's sayings (Prophetic Traditions) with complete Care
and Authenticity, it is necessary to bring into consideration the Hadith
Chain of Authority (Sanad). While the Correct Hadith Chain of Authority
is based upon the Narrations transmitted by men of Integrity and Good
Memory who report Prophetic Traditions though different Ages to us.
Therefore, to protect the Prophetic Traditions from all
Corruption/Impure, the Leading Scholars of Hadith (Aimah e Hadith)
have maintained the Biographical Dictionaries of the narrators of Hadith.
‘Dr. Springer’ also supports the above said in the words, “neither has
been throughout the Ages nor is present any Nation in the world who
could invent the Greatest Field of Biographical Dictionaries like Muslims
did it and invented it. Due to these Biographical Dictionaries, we come to
know everything about Five Lac People” (Narrators of Hadith). (Seerat e
Nabvi,Shibli, 39/1) The Compiler's of Prophetic Traditions have set Two
Conditions for the Acceptance of any Narration/Hadith. The First one is
that the Hadith Narrator should be the Man of Integrity. The Second
one is that the Hadith Narrator should bear Sound Memory and
Protection. So to analyze a Narrator's Integrity and Memory is called
Discrediting and Endorsement. And with its help, it is critically studied
about the Hadith Narrators to differentiate between Sound (Saheeh)
and Weak (Daeef) Hadith. Therefore, the Leading Scholars of Hadith
laid down the Principles of it and compiled Hundreds of Books on
Discrediting and Endorsement and such compiled the Biographical
Dictionaries as well. They have maintained the Biographies of Lacs of
Narrators and due to it, we come to know all about the Hadith Narrators.
In this article, I have tried to throw light on the beginning, legality,
importance and different Stages of this Field of Discrediting and
Endorsement. And along with it, to give an Introduction to Discrediting
and Endorsement, I have maintained a Concise Index of the books
written in this field.

KEY WORDS: Ahlus Sunnah, Jarah o Ta'deel, Biographical Dictionaries,
Narrators of Hadith.
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