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Recent advances in the field of cloning have introduced new hope for
treatment of serious diseases. But this promise has been accompanied
by enormousquestions. Currently, cloning is a matter of public
discussion. It is rare that a field ofscience causes debate and
challenge not only among, scientists but also among ethicistsreligious
scholars, governments, and politicians. One important concern is
religiousarguments.Various religions have different attitudes toward
the morality of these subjects; even within a particular religious
tradition there is a diversity of opinions. Thefollowingarticle briefly
reviews Islamic perspectives about reproductive/therapeutic
cloning.The majority of Muslim jurists distinguish between
reproductive andtherapeutic cloning. The moral status of the human

embryo, the most sensitive anddisputed point in this debate, is also
discussed according to Holy Quran teachings.
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Definition of Human Cloning:
"The term ‘cloning’, while used in a general sense to refer
to the production of genetic copies of individual organisms
or cells without sexual reproduction, involves a number of
different techniques, including embryo splitting; somatic
cell nuclear transfer into an enucleated egg; and
development of cell lines, derived from a somatic cell, in
cell culture. Types of cloning may also be distinguished
according to the organism in question and to the purpose
for which the technique is employed. Human cloning, for
example may be subdivided according to the purposes for

which it is carried out reproductive cloning, basic research

and therapeutic cloning" '8
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"Cloning designed as therapy for a disease. In
therapeutic cloning, the nucleus of a cell, typically a
skin cell, is inserted into a fertilized egg whose
nucleus has beenremoved.The nucleated egg begins
to divide repeatedly to form a blastocyst. Scientists
thenextract stem cells fromthe blastocyst and use
them to grow cells that are a perfect genetic match
for the patient.Thecells created via therapeutic
cloning can then be transplanted into the patient to
treat a disease from which the patient suffers. In
contrast to the goal of therapeutic cloning, the goal

of reproductive cloning is to create a new
individual, an idea that has stirred great controversy

and met with almost uniform disapproval. _
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