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Abstract
Islam gives due importance to human existence and lies the reponsibilty on
every individual to secure himself. The protection of human life is included in
the basic objectives of Sharia. The idea behind this objective is to make the
human life free from every danger and menace at every cost. According to
Islam, every step that adds the risk to survival is unlawful. Killing one-self or
someone other is an irreparable loss. Islam takes it as the destruction of the
entire humanity. Every society has taken this issue on priority in order to
lessen the menace to human existence. The rules are formulated to handle the
matter. The concept and objectives of sustainable development introduced by
the United Nations also highlight the importance of life. But besides this, the
rate of casual death increases. Every year, thousands of precious lives are
damaged due to violation of traffic rules and aerial firing. Similarly, the usages
of low standard foods and medicines have increased the rate of diseases. If the
Islamic guidelines are followed, the matter can be tackled adequately. For this
purpose, the safety of human life has been discussed in this article in the light
of Sharia. This research paper contains the basic introduction of Objectives of
Sharia. The significance of human life and the precaution whatsoever have
been presented according to Islamic code of life. Moreover the risks to human
existence are added with solutions in Islamic perspectives.
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Introduction
There are specific objectives in Islamic System of rulings called the "Objective
of Sharia". These objectives have been derived from the commands of Allah
and the teachings of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). In the
commandments of Allah, there is seen a sense of facilitation and convenience.
Where there the inconvenience or difficulty has occurred, the instructions have
been relaxed.
In Surat Hajj Allah says:
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And has not laid upon you in religion any hardship.
Similarly the divine instructions are based on gradual principles. They were
updated according to the physical and mental development of believers. For
instance, in the prohibition of using the wine, this criterion has been followed.
The prohibition came gradually at various times in the sense to bring the
mental and physical level capable to comply with the order. In Surat Baqara
after the rulings of keeping fast, Allah says, :
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Allah desires for you ease, He desires not hardship for you.
The scholars of Islam have taken out some legal maxims from these verses of
the Holy Quran. For example they say:

QERTURNEEEL N
“The hardship fetches the ease”.
Similarly, the lexal maxim *"JI5; 5!l "explains that the harm if occurred shall

be dissolved.
Likewise, the Islamic Jurist Imam Sarakhsi(403 Hijri) has noted that

5"@_6,.\.@ z=JI"i.e. The hardship shall be removed.

This article basically describes the importance of life safety. In this connection,
at first, the scope of human life has been discussed by giving the proofs from
the Holy Quran and the sayings of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W), and these
objectives of Sharia have been explained. After that, the objective "Protection
of Human life" has been described. Similarly, the suggestions have been added
to resolve the matter.

Pre- Literature Review

This work is a new addition in the field of research. It has been deduced from
the books available on the subject in Arabic and Urdu languages, such as:

1 Almawafaqat by Allama Shatibi;

2 Hujjatullah-al-Baligha by Shah Waliullah;

3 Magqasid e Shariat by Dr. Nijat ullah Seddiqu; and

4 The Significace of human creation etc.

In this world the human being has been sent as the most superior creature by
Allah almighty. The philosophy that exists behind the creation of the worldly
things is to serve the mankind and provide him the ease and comfort. The Holy
Quran clears this conception in Surat Bagara as:

Mlar oY 3 s oS3 Gl 54

"It is He who created everything on earth for you."
From the above verse it is obvious that all the creatures whether they are living
or non-living have a deep and close relation with human beings. The other
meaning that finds out from the Quranic word ":X 'is that, everything one way
or the other has been favorable for them. In another verse, Allah says that I
have not made this world and the things therein merely in idle and purposeless.
They all have come into being with a grand plan and specific determination.

In Surati Dukhan it is explained thus:

"o 5alng ¥ @ApT 65 3ol ¥) RALAIS L (e g g (as¥5 wlplaldl AL L'
"And we did not create the heavens and the Earth, and all which is between
them, just to play. We created them with truth, but most of them do not know."
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Likewise, the Holy Quran calls on its readers to investigate the uncovered and
search out the hidden facts. Allah says:

B 4dlls 483 G 155 S Ta § 152 lS (oW1 (&0 daz o 54
"He it is Who made the Earth subservient to you, so go about in the spacious
sides thereof, and eat of His substances. And to Him is the rising after death."
Slmllarly, Allah a1m1ghty empha51zes on utilization of the intellectual skills.

G5 aid Jals Bl J) Wi s a1y olsleldl A 15 G pedil @ 195%a5 (30
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"Do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not create the heavens and

the earth and what is between them but with truth and for an appointed term.

And surely most of the people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord."
On another occasion says:

s O e & oty caks 05 SR AT 8 GE e pddl 85 LY 8 Wl etas”
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“We will soon show them our signs in the horizon and within themselves until
it is quite clear to them that it is the truth. Is it not enough that your Lord is
witness over all things?”

The intensity of misconduct

Besides this scope and status, the human creature has been ordained to avoid
such conduct that results in the annihilation of the world. In other words he is
bound to be relevant and responsible towards his duties and liable to his
assignments. In addition to that he has been alarmed of the negative outcomes
of his ill deeds.

The Holy Quran describes this fact in the following words:
11, -
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"A great wealthy person in the time of Prophet Moses (may bless be upon
him) Qaroon, had been directed to utilize his wealth for the benefit of others

and get away from committing the mischief on the earth."

The people of past with misconduct and wrong doing were treated harshly by

giving them the worldly torments because they had a bad habit of torturing the

humanity.

The Holy Quran has discussed the dreadful character of Pharaoh (Firoun)

repeatedly, who used to slain the children of Bani Israel.

35 w83l Oaiitds pSET Ostld liall sode (Sishsda (525 JT be pSLIES 313"
P Ggplals 185 G3e5e U1 sl wSlamile sl 4K, b3 35 Aular 1855 e 2k U3

“And remember when we did deliver you from Pharaoh’s folk, who were

afflicting you with dreadful torment, slaying your sons and sparing your

women: That was a tremendous trial from your Lord. And when we brought
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you through the sea and rescued you, and drowned the folk of Pharaoh in your
sight”.

Karon (Qaroon) the relative of Prophet Moses (May blessing be upon him) did
not comply with the Prophet’s advice and played the role as arrogant and a
corrupt person. This evil character made him the victim of the divine
punishment. The Holy Quran has noted the advice of the Prophet Moses (May
blessing be upon him) to Karon in the words given below:

Priaaadll Lt ¥ A &) ja¥ g sLuall 5 ¥

“And seek not corruption in the earth, Allah loves not corrupters”.
According to Allah almighty, the intensity of making mischief is so much that
He has closed the door of Heaven for those who are committing so. In Surat
Qasas the idea has been explained as:

el dsladly 133 Y5 pa¥t @ 151 Golud ¥ Gl lasd 55535100 Sl
“As for that Abode of the Hereafter we assign it unto those who seek not
oppression in the Earth, nor yet corruption. The sequel is for those who ward
off evil.”
The notable commentator of the Holy Quran, Allama Tabari (310 Hijri)
explains that:

"It means to become arrogant and superior with no reason and to make the life of
livings miserable with his wrong doings which deprives the committing of the
eternal prestige"5

Righteousness is the basic and symbolic feature of Muslims. The Followers of
Islam would always maintain the status of morality. Corruption and immorality
have been narrated the habits of the people of pre-Islamic era.

In Surati Baqara, a mischievous person who had been habitual to destroy the
farms and kill the livestock has been condemned with rlgorous words.

r3Laall L ¥ A5 Qs Eal AU Kb Sl (a1 @ ade J35 1305
“And when he turns away from you his effort in the land is to make mischief
therin and to destroy the crops and the cattle; And Allah loves not mischief.”
The prominent commentator of Quran, Allama Qurtabi (671 Hijri) is of the
view that the farms and cattle are essentials for human life and destroying them
is indirectly a risk to life.17
The said verse transmits the message of morality to the readers and alerts them
of the bad effects of evil and foul actions. From this explanation, it is evident
that a person should pass his life responsibly and observe consciousness.
Moreover, he should provide the surety of protection to others.
The teachings of Islam are very clear, transparent, and in the range of human
capacity regarding the worth of human life. These commandments are
perpetual, beyond the time limit and are in line with the natural phenomenon.
In the underlying text, the significance of human safety has explained in detail.
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Protection of Human Life
The objectives of Sharia are divided into three categories i.e. 1) Necessities; 2)
Needs; and 3) Luxuries.
Necessities are the basic requirements of human life. The human life can
become at sever risk if these requirements are not provided properly. In
addition to that, Islam has focused on the assurance of some essential rights
protection in this regard. These include: 1) Protection of Life; 2) Protection of
Honor; 3) Protection of Intellectual capability; 4) Protection of Belief; and 5)
Protection of Property.
The protection of life is the foremost objective of Sharia as all the benefits are
solely depend upon the survival. If there is no life, there is no value of worldly
things. Therefore, protection of life has been given utmost importance. Safety
of life is prior than everything and has made obligatory upon every individual
to take the initiatives promptly to save this valuable gift. In times of extreme
hunger, the usage of some non-permissible things becomes permissible and
mandatory to eat. If the effected person denies having that forbidden item and
resultantly loss his life, he will be considered responsible and sinful. In such
situations, the conditions are relaxed for the sake of human survival which
should not be ignored.
Relaxation in rulings
In Quran, on more than one occasions the rulings, in emergency situations,
have been relaxed. For instance, in Surati Baqgara it is mentioned as:
S sle ¥ 15 52 shial oad i A 4 Pal s sl wads 20015 ) WSike 255 WY
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"He has forbidden you only what dies of itself, and blood, and the flesh of
swine, and that over which any other name than that of Allah has been
invoked. Then whoever is driven by necessity, not desiring, nor exceeding the
limit, no sin is upon him; Surely Allah is forgiving, Merciful."
This is because Allah does not want to fall his creatures in trouble and worry.
He never demands of such rulings to be followed that are beyond their
approach and potential.
In Baqara Allah says:

A ¥l Lt dn LK

“Allah takes not a soul beyond its scope.”
Prohibition on suicide and murder
Ensuring the protection to human survival, killing one self or others is

prohibited and has been taken an act of irreparable loss. In the Holy Book,
Allah says:

Maisg 1K GE al &) w&adil (s o
Killing others without a profound reason is equal to the killing of entire
humanity and protecting the life of a person is just like saving the entire
mankind.
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This fact in the Quranic words has been described as:

Ll 3K LT ey e Gl 38 WIS (oW1 @ aLad 51 il yiay Lads 35 (o
aes el

“Whoever kills a human being for other than man-slaughter or corruption in

the earth, it shall be as if he had killed all mankind, and whose saves the life of

one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind.”

The features that exist behind the criminal laws and punishment in Islamic

Judiciary are not other than to ensure the protection of human existence. For

example, the theme of implementing the act of revenge is to secure the life of
others. The Almighty Allah says:

145 1&0al LI ol 6 3s oliasll § oS35

“And there is life for you in retaliation, O men of understanding that you may
ward off (evil).

Emphasis on precautionary measures

To take the precautions is the teaching of Islam. It is the ruling of the Holy
Quran for believers to take care of themselves. While performing prayer, they
should be alert and well equipped with weapons during the Holy War. A
specific prayer at the time of fear was revealed and ordained only in security
point of view. The Holy Quran describes the value of this ruling as follows:

Fale 265 ¥5 315 4t (&ale Osleasd (&nnaals pumAl (e 051835 511558 2l 55
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"Those who disbelieve long that you may neglect your arms and your baggage,
that they may attack you with a sudden united attack. And there is no blame on
you, if you are inconvenienced on account of rain or if you are sick, to put
away your arms; and take your precautions. Surely Allah has prepared
shameful punishment for the disbelievers."
In several Hadiths, the Holy Prophet points out specific precautions that should
be followed in every step of life.
Precautions at Night
The Prophet (peace be upon him) has directed to shut the doors and cover the
utensils at night. A Hadith has been reported from the Holy Prophet(s.aw)
which says:

Sl 1585y 1S n I5aaboly @Sanl 9yasy o 0 Solgsl I5aleT"

"Shut the doors, cover the utensils, put off the candles and cover the water
bowls at night."

This tradition teaches us some important points following which can be of a
great help in preventing many hazards in our daily life. It is a fact that many
precious human lives have been spoiled due to carelessness and negligence.
Many times the people have not looked after the gas supply and the leakage
has damaged the lives.
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The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) has prohibited to sleep on the roof

having no boundary wall.

P8l die Sy did s 4l el s il e Sl e

"He who passed night on the floor of his house with no support of stones

(boundary wall) all the responsibility fell upon nobody except his own self."

Precautions at driving

In our daily life we observe numerous cases of road accidents that are caused

due to negligence and overlooking the rules. Traffic signals are not followed

properly .Over speeding, Overloading, wrong overtaking are common and

above all the one wheeling of innocent youngsters has damaged a huge number

of masses. This mal practice is a national concern which should be resolved by

maintaining the strict rules and regulations.

Ban on the aerial firing

On occasions of happiness, people are habitual of aerial firing. The sense of

social responsibility here fails to think over the irreparable shocks of this

misconduct. This sense can be awakened through strict regulations besides the

public awareness.

Allah almighty shall inquire about the murdered whose killer has been

unknown or is incapable to advocate himself on the Day of Resurrection.
ezh 33 el - i Bag U 13"

“And the girl-child that was buried is asked.For what sin she was slain.”

Precautions at work

In factories and at work places the persons on duty should take care of their

safety. They should use the specific kit and equipment (Gloves, glasses,

uniform and helmet etc.) during working which will almost reduce the risk to

life and loss of organs.

Now a days, many short and long term courses have been introduced that are

necessary for folks working in factories and operating the machineries. The

common masses are also needed to be familiar with the “’Civil Defense’’. In

times of disasters such as flood, fire, earthquake, storm and other calamities

they should know how to tackle the incidents.

Handling the weapons with care

The Holy Prophet has forbidden the believers to play with the arms or handle

them carelessly.

oo Ba> G aiad s @ i Olladdl dad gy Y e Dludly 48T e @Sl iy Y
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"Nobody should use the arms tools to point out someone because he is
unaware of falling in the hands of Satan who may cause him enter the Hell."
In a Hadith narrated in Sahih Bukhari, the Holy Prophet has directed not to
brandish the weapon. Similarly, he has forbidden this while walking. These
directives have been given just to secure the lives of other fellow human
beings.
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The Prophet has described it as:
ui@f@bJEji@L@J&MAﬁ&Mﬁﬁy@ji LM@@S,\}iﬁ ‘.51"
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“When someone is passing through our mosques or the marketplaces having an
arrow in hand, He should hold the sharp edge of the arrow tightly in his hands
that may not hurt someone.”
Unintentional Killing of human being and killing through a negligent behavior
have also been declared actionable in Islamic Sharia. At such cases, the penalty

of Diyat has been imposed. This issue has been elaborated in Surat Nisa in the

following words:

) Aalid 5 2abs 185 50,550 3 ada (55 (e (s V) b A5 O edl O 3"
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"It does not suit a Muslim to kill another Muslim except in mistake, and he

who killed a Muslim in mistake is bound to set free a Muslim slave and pay the

Diyat amount to the relatives of person killed, if they demand so."

It is not permissible for pilgrims to hunt or kill an animal in the in the premise

of Haram but some harmful things have been accepted. The following Hadith
has been reported in Sunan Abi Dawud relating to this matter:

M psaall Sl (5lally lasmlly condally sl el @ UM (ki pues”
"Five things are allowed to be killed in the Land of Haram namely the snake,
the scorpion, the kite, the mouse and the biting dog."
The above mentioned Hadith highlights that killing of dangerous and life
threatening animal is permissible even at the time Hajj and Umara.
Removal of dangerous things from thoroughfares
The Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him) has mentioned the removal of
thoroughfare from the harmful substances, an integral part of faith. He says:

&3 dbola) Labisly ol ¥) 4] ¥ Job LLasls cdmd Gaimg a9l Osremy aiay Loyl
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"The faith has more than seventy or sixty branches, the foremost among them
is to believe in the Oneness of Allah and the lowermost is to remove the
harmful thing from the path."

On a certain occasion the Prophet (Peace be upon him) told his followers to
avoid sitting in the open streets. The companions told that they would sit the
street for fulfilling their needs. The Prophet showed his consent with that but
also guided them with instructions to follow; one of them was to remove the
dangerous articles from thoroughfares and passages32.

Treatment of sick people

From the Islamic point of view it is very important for us to take care of our
health and to safeguard ourselves from diseases. The instructions in this regard
are crystal clear.

In Sahih Bukhari, the Holy Prophet (s.w.a) said:
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"For every disease, Allah has created the recovery."
The concept of “Preventive Medication” was introduced by Islam at first which
is a planning against the attack of any disease. This issue has been resolved in
the teachings of Holy Quran and Sunnah. The diseases are caused by germs
and lack of sanitation. There are numerous verses of the Holy Quran which
have discussed this specifically. Allah likes those who have the habit of
cleanliness.
Allah says:
il Eunds Gl End a1 &)
“Trust Allah loves those who turn to Him and loves those who have a care for
cleanliness."
The Prophet (peace be upon him) prohibited the inhabitants of the place where
an epidemic disease has spread to migrate to others places, because that disease
would spread to others areas as well on leaving the area effected by an
epidemic disease.35
The great Scholar of Hadith, Imam Novavi (died: 676 H) explained that this
guidance has been given only for the sake of human protection. He describes:
I el Bilzmag aslly Lolizsl jol JlaT ol o
"Allah has ordered to be careful and save yourself from the causes of death."
The germs exist around can easily attack us if we do not care about our health.
In order to keep ourselves healthy and prevent from viral diseases we should
keep our utensils and food stuffs covered. The germs of Cholera, Typhoid,
Dengue Fever and Hepatitis are all originated in the dirty water.
Observance of professional guidelines
Due to its sensitive nature, the medical profession should be allowed for those
only who duly fulfill the eligibility criteria. One reason observed for the
increase in the diseases is the lack of qualification and experience of the
individual related to medical profession.
The Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) has held accountable those persons
having no required qualification in this life and the life hereafter.
T alis 5 Ul b b e olay el caslas 5o
“ He who cures the patients besides he is unskilled, he will be responsible for
consequences.”
It is the responsibility of the government to get rid of the society of those
people involved in such like activities and to punish the perpetrators. There
should ban on the selling of the unhygienic foods and contaminated items.
Public awareness campaign
It is also the responsibility of the public to play their role in keeping the
environment neat and clean. The surroundings should be kept pollution free.
Most of the diseases are the result of bad habits. The natural resources are at
sever threat due the imbalance in production and utilization. The deforestation,
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the continuous constructions, excessive usage of fuel, chemical fertilizers and
germicides have made the environment polluted. In such situations, the
concept of sustainable development needs to be introduced for the purpose of
awareness of the general masses. It is also necessary to note that the rapid
decrease in the natural resources is a constant threat in future.

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) has directed to avoid the pollution as
mentioned in the following lines.

The Holy Prophet has prohibited the Muslims to make the standing water dirty.

Gy ¥ g @lall e @ oSusi olyw ¥
"Nobody should urinate in the standing water. "
Conclusion
From the above detail it is clear that Islam has a very clear concept about the
safety of human beings. It orders its followers to be serious about life and
make it secured at every cost. It forbids them to disturb the natural resources. It
never encourages the risk to security but support the carefulness and the
preventive measures. Killing one or other is a irreparable loss and strict rules
have been given to close the door of genocide. Similarly, the philosophy of
Islamic criminal procedures is to secure the human life and honor. Following
the Islamic guideline we can lead a more secure, peaceful, and successful life.
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