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Abstract

The present article offers the results of a comparative study of Islamic criminal
laws with reference to other Semitic religions. Effort has been made to explain the
Islamic criminal laws, their classifications and penalties with reference to the Holy
Qur’an and Sunnah as well as the Scriptures of Judaism and Christianity. The
reader will be familiarized with the facts that the Islamic penal system represents
all the modern concepts of punishment theories, deterrent, retributive, reformative
and compensatory aspects. It shows that the Sharia law is a practical and effective
system of punishment for all times to come. This study underlines the point that,
like other beliefs and contemporary social systems, the Muslim religion has also
established a justice system in order to keep a check on criminality in human
societies.

Keywords: hadd, tazir, gisas, diyat.
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