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ABSTRACT

In these changing times marriage of choice without the consent of a

parent/ guardian has become a trend. Influence of traditions, family customs and
sects are still strong in the Pakistani society. The result of this influence is
conflict and turmoil in our society. The Holy Quran tells parents/ guardians to
give consent if the daughter wishes to marry her former husband. The Sunnah
gives a clear description of the rights of woman in marriage but there exists
conflict of views amongst the five schools of thought. According to Hanfi and
Imamiyyah schools of thought an adult young man or young woman has the right
to choose the partner of their choice, with or without the consent of
parents/ guardians. However, the other three schools of thought claim that ever
after attaining the age of puberty, a girl or a young woman cannot marry of her

own choice.

A balanced approach is for a boy or a girl to choose their partner with mutual
consent 1.e. parents/ guardians of the boy and the girl agreeing to the marriage.
Even the Shariah gives clear instruction regarding this issue. Both parents and
children are instructed to respect the views of each other.

Keywords: marriage of love, five schools of thought, boy, girl
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