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In its broadest sense,inheritance or heritagemeans the transfer of
something, from earlier to later ages or generations, thus one may
speak of an individual's inherited traits of body or character and of
the cultural heritage of one civilization from one another. In a more
specific sense, inheritance signifies the devolution of property upon
the death of its owner. (4)
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The surviving spouse stood outside the four classes of relatives.
He or she was to succeed only if there was no relative at all. As long
as any relative, no matter how remote, could be found, the family
wealth was not to be diverted from the bloodline. But a widow's
needs were ordinarily taken care of by the dowry, which, given to the
husband, usually by her family, at the time of the marriage, was to be
hers after the husband's death. For the exceptional case of a poor
widowi.e., a widow without dowrya share in the estate was provided.
Distribution among members of the same class was not in all
respects clearly regulated by Justinian's text, and so several points
remained controversial. (7)
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¢ 27 Henry John Raby
Man have the same claim to the inheritance of their female

relatives, being agnats,as they have to that of their male agnats.A
father's wife if she was in the hand of her husband counted as a
sister to his children.(8)

S /“(ZE:)' <A s 6 2 sk

LS £ n B0t el FERL oK rd i
Jureeer e FSF 58 w0 SeifSr i e bWy i
Lj(”'é_u:gfdm% L L5 TS 3PL et e e il i
(uei _,4}; bfgf Kf:}zﬁ:ﬁm b Z Uhwr-s uﬁ;b&/} Syrs g rh 241 gg‘g
AL I A FE S Kbl Qb SEL SR 23, ST
B L st e L KUK o L s (A S Ui L 21§
L& I U AL g S S A e I SIS
sl B b 2 e e 5L Ui 19 el U U
e srbe WWpfe o e ifedesle JFSLE et ot
ey Jeut b e SEE T et et e (e s
:uj"’&GSripati Roy

By a custom of the family, if a person died without direct mate

issue, neither his wife, daughter or daughter's son can succeed.(10)
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The wives and daughters were without doubt originally entitled

only to maintenance. The brothers have to provide for the marriage

of their sisters in a manner befitting their position.(11)
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According to Munnu, Stridhana is one of the following kinds"what
was given in the presmence of the nuptial fire,(Adhyani), what was
given on the occasion of the bridal procession,(Adhyavahanika),
what was given in the taken of love, (Pritidatta),and what was
received from a brother, mother and father are considered as the
six-fold seprate property of a married woman.(12)
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The rights of inhertance among the Israelits belonged only to
agnates-the only relations in the strict sense of the word-the wife's
relations belong to a different family or even to a different tribe.Only
sons not daughters, still less wives can inherit.There are traces to
show that in the earliest times the wives, as the property of the
man,fell to his their along with rest of his estate-a custom which
among the arabs countinued to hold even to muhammad's time.(16)
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The later law exhibits a change only with respect to the

inheritance of daughters, conferring upon these the right to inherit, in
the absence of sons. The inheriting daughters are enjoined to marry
only within their father's tribe,so that the family estate may not pass
to any outside family.(21)
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The wife does not inherit her husband at all, but by enactment of

the scribes, the husband inherits all the property of his wife and he is
prior to everyone else with respect to the inheritance.(22)
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