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Social Issues of Children
(An analysis in view of Islamic teachings and international laws)
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ABSTRACT:

The way the religion of Islam has emphasized the human rights, might be any
other religion has given importance to this very specific topic. Although in Islam,
there has no any chapter making been made in Quran and hadith on the
permanent bases on the topic of basic human rights, yet if some search is made
to find out these Quran and Sunnah, these are also present in expended form in
various places and along with these guided principles are also present there. In
Quran there is admonition in many places for the protection of human soul,
goods and honor as well. Whereas Hadith along with the other various teachings,
specifically on the eve of the last sermon known as ( Khutba hajja tul wida) of
the Rasool(PBUH) the prescribed charter of human rights is enough to highlight
its importance, but no distinctive laws are cited with a special regarded to
children. Anyhow, in 18" century, issues relevant to children came into view
those also became the cause of many movements and all the countries are
formulated unanimous laws which are still being applied. In present era, the
social issues of the children are becoming obnoxious severe. On the behalf of
these issues their growth, training and many other facts of life are also attention
catching. In this article, an analysis of Islamic and International laws with respect
to children will be made and those causes will also be cited due to which social
issues of children are continuously being generated.

Key words: Issues of children, Islamic teaching, laws, causes, suggestions.
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An estimated 246 million children are engaged in child lab our. Of those, almost
three quarters (171 million) work in hazardous situations or conditions, such as
working in mines, working with chemicals and pesticides in agriculture or
working with dangerous machinery. They are everywhere but in visible, toiling
as domestic servants in homes, laboring behind the walls of workshops, hidden
from view in plantations. Millions of girls work as domestic servants and unpaid
household and are especially vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. Millions of
others work under horrific circumstances. They may be trafficked (1.2 million)
force into debt bondage or other forms of slavery (5, 7 million), into prostitution

and pornography (1.8 millions), into participating in armed conflict (0.3millions)
or other illicit activities (0.6 millions). (*)
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charter of fundamental m‘guﬂjjt/uib"”iLﬁb’édﬁéuéjﬂiuﬁgu}d

prohibition of /32ﬁ17£}115m_9d/jw,&g4/£ﬂ’lgutrights of European union

S YukutuieLoprkchild labor
The employment of children is prohibited. The minimum age of admission to
employment may not be lower than minimum school - living age.*’
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The minimum age of admission to employment shall be 15 years, subject to
exceptions for children employed in prescribed light work without harm to
health, morals or education. The minimum age of admission shall be 18 years
with respect to prescribed occupations regarded as dangerous or in health. The
working hours of persons under 18 years of age shall be limited in accordance
with the needs of their development and particularly with their need for
vocational training. The persons under 18 years of age shall not be employed in
night work with the exception of certain occupations provided for by nationals
laws or regulations.(*8)
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Of the 35 million people who have had free their homes in the face of persecution
and armed conflict, more than 17 millions are children close to 8 million of them
live in camps supported by the United Nations High commissioner of refugees

(UNHCR).The rest are living on the out skirts of cities, in villages or in extremely
remote areas of the countryside.*®
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Ethnic wars target children as they represent the future and in the last 10 years
alone 1.5 million children have died in wars. Long after war is over children
continue to be traumatized by their brutal experience and to be at risk as the
hundreds of thousands of landmines left as a deadly legacy of war continue to

main or Kkill 800 children each month. Millions of children live their entire
childhood in refugee camps.?
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Article22: states parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child
who is seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with
applicable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether
unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person,
receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of
applicable rights set forth in the present convention.?3
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State parties recognize the right of the child to education and with a view to
achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they
shell in particular:

(a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all.

(b) Encourage the development of different form of secondary education, in
clouding general and vocational education make them available and accessible
to every child.?®
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UNICEF estimate that worldwide, same 117 million children are still out of
school, 62 million of them girls. Outside of the industrialized countries, only 76
persent of all boys and 72 persent of all girls attend primary school at the official

primary school age. Attendance rates are lowest in sub-Saharan Africa, where
only 60 percent of boys and 57 percent of girls are in school.?’
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Children's right, as provided for in the 1989, UN convention on the rights of
child, can be justified by the right to education. For children to be able to
exercise their right to education, they must have adequate medical care, nutrition
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and housing. Also, children's rights guarantee non authoritarian forms of
education by providing the right to free access to information and freedom of
thought.?®
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Children have no choice over their education, you tell us but for as many as

150,000 home educated children, this is not true. These children don't want any
kind of school. School is a training ground for bullies and victims.*
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