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Abstract:

This essay discusses the topic of Justice of Guadl’i{'ahi) with
reference to the issue of free will and predestimatand the
position of the various schools of Islamic theologgarding it.
The opinion of the Mtazila, who believed in complete free will of
man, stood opposed to that of the &sli who considered the
actions of men to be predetermined by Divine ond&int. The
Imamia’h, on the other hand, believed in a position leswthese
two extremes.The study further discusses the eliféer amongst
the theologians in identifying goodness of a goeeddwith itself,
and the evil of an evil act as inherent within This was the
position of the NM'tazila and the Imimia’h whereas the Asfir a
believed that it was the &f'ah that granted the goodness or
evilness to any act.Finally, the apparent contréidic between the
Justice of God and the presence of evil in thisldvizr addressed
and reconciled.
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When the Mt 't zilites came, they raised the status of aqgl (reason)
almost making it equal to nagl (tradition), as can be seen from
statements of Wasi/, who said: "Truth can be known from four
sources: the Qur'an, agreed Hadi’th, rational argument, and Ijme_l.14
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