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Abstract

The discussion or debate for polemic reasons, equipped with
certain arguments, held to counter religious rivals is called
disputation. In the early Islamic era, this tradition was not as
prominent as it was in the Umayyad or Abbasid times; hence it
flourished among the non-Muslims due to expansion of Islamic
rule, and conversion of great numbers of non-Muslims to Islam.
During this period, many polemics writings against Islam floated
at the surface of literary milieu. Among them is “Timothy 17,
which intended to provide a polemic strategy to counter Islam
intellectually. The key “arguments” of this “Disputation” revolve
around the acceptance, or otherwise, of the prophethood of the
Prophet Muhammad (5’“’3”), His attributions in the Bible, the
prophecies of the Bible about the coming of Prophet Muhammad,
and the similarity of the prophetic traits between Prophet
Muhammad and other prophets. The scope of this article is to take
a glance of arguments and major polemic points of the mentioned
“disputation”.

Key words: Christian-Muslim Polemics, Timothy, al-Mahdi.
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*http:/ /www latin-dictionary.net/ definition/ 18140/ disputatio-disputationis,
accessed: 16-09-2017, 12: 49PM.

3 Loughlin, James Francis, Religious Discussions, Catholic Encyclopedia,
1913,Volume 5.
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6 Hoyland, Robert G. Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, Darwin Press, Inc., Princeton,
New Jersey, U.S.A., 1997, 2nd printing, 2001, p: 457,699.

’ Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, p: 456.

® Casper, et.al., “Bibliographia du dialogue islamo-chrestien”, 1975, pp: 142-
152;1976, pp:190-196;and, Stroumsa, Jewish Polemics Against Islam and
Christianity, section: III; W.R.T., Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, p: 458.

9 Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, p: 458.

“Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, p: 458.

" Syrian Christians Under Islam The First Thousand Years, ed.: David Thomas,
Brill, Leiden, 2001 ,p: 1.
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"2 Syrian Christians Under Islam, p: 4.

3 Griffith, Sidney H., “ Melkites, Jecobites and The Christiological Controversies
in Arabic in Ninth-Century Syria”, in, Syrian Christians Under Islam, p: 10.

1 Tabri, Ibn -e-Rabban abo al-Hassan Ali bin Suhail(D:247 AH),The Book of
Religion and Empire”, (s ol 0 Tr.:A. Mingana, D.D., The University Press
Longman Green &Company, Manchester, Bernard Quaritch Limited, London,
1922, p: 15.

1 Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Woodbrook Studies, Christain Documents
in Syriac, Arabic and Garshuni, Tr.: A. Mingana, Reprinted from the "Bulletin of
the John Rylands Library," Volume 12, 1928, vol.: 2, Cambridge W. Heffer& Sons,
Ltd,, 1928, pP: 34,

http:/ /www .tertullian.org/fathers/timothy_i_apology 00_intro.htm , accessed:
08-05-2017, 5:13PM(See: Mathew, 10: 17-20).
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*® Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 4.

Y Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 4.

'® Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 5.

* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 5.

20 Gamir, Samir Khalil, “The Prophet Muhammad as seen by Timothy I and other
Arab Christians Authors”,in, Syrian Christians Under Islam, p: 76.
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! Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, p: 1.
? Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p:11.

% Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 15.

* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 15.

2 Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 15, f/n: 25.

* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 5.

*’ Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 7.

* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 8.

 Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 11.
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* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 13.

* Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, pp: 472-473.

32 Hoyland, Seeing Islam as Others Saw it, p: 475.

* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana , p: 15.

34 Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, p: 16, f/n:1.

*R. Casper, “ Les Version arabes du dialogue entre le catholicos Timothee I et le
calife al-Mahdi(iie/viiicsiecl]) ‘Mohammad a suivi la voice des prophets”,
Islamochristiana 3, 1977, pp: 107-175; W.R.T. Samir, The Prophet Muhammad As
Seen by Timothy I, p: 92.

* L. Cheikho, “ La discussion religieuse entre le calif al-Mahdi et Timothee le
catholicos”, Al-Machriq 21, 1921, pp; 359-274, reprnt in: Toristraites de
polemique et de theologicchretienne, Beirut, 1923, pp: 1-126; W.R.T. Samir, The
Prophet Muhammad As Seen by Timothy I, p: 92.

3§ K. Samir, in, H. Putman, L’ Eglise et I’ islam sous Timothee I (780-823), Beirut,
1977, pp: 7-57; W.R.T. Samir, The Prophet Muhammad As Seen by Timothy I, p:
92.

*® H. Putman, L’ Eglise et I’ islam, pp: 211-277; W.R.T. Samir, The Prophet
Muhammad As Seen by Timothy I, p: 92.

* Samir, The Prophet Muhammad As Seen by Timothy I, p: 92., f/n: 89.
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“Our God-loving King ... said to me: "How is it that
you accept Christ and the Gospel from the testimony of
the Torah and of the prophets, and you do not accept
Muhammad from the testimony of Christ and the
Gospel? “And I replied to his Majesty: "O our King, we
have received concerning Christ numerous and distinct
testimonies from the Torah and the prophets.
So far as Muhammad is concerned I have not received
a single testimony either from Jesus Christ or from the
Gospel which would refer to his name or to his
works."41
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40 Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, pp: 17-32
http:/ /www. tertullian.org/fathers/timothy_i_apology_01_text.htm
* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, pp: 32-33.
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covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his
praise. And his brightness was as the light.. .42
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“My beloved is white and ruddy, the cheifest among

ten thousand...His mouth is most sweat: yea he is

*2 Habakkuk, 3:3-4.
* Ali Tabri, The Book of Religion And Empire, p: 116, Mingana’s f/n: 1.
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altogether lovely... This is my beloved and this is my
friend.”4”
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delight ;i.e. Object of affection or desire: beloved,
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2530 chamadkhaw-mad' a primitive root; to delight in:-
-beauty, greatly beloved, covet, delectable thing, (X
great) delight, desire, goodly, lust, (be) pleasant (thing),
precious (thing).50
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* Song of Songs, 5: 10, 16.

* Ghauri, Abdus Sattar, and, Dr. Thsan ur Rahman Ghouri, Muhammad(pbuh)
foretold in the Bible by Name, Al-Mawrid, Model Town, Lahore, 2009, pp: 117-118.

49

Strong’s  Dictionary @ of  The  Hebrew  Bible, entry: 4261,
http:/ /www .eliyah.com/ cgi-bin/strongs.cgi?file=hebrewlexicon&isindex=4261,
accessed: 16-05-2017, 2:38PM.

*http:/ /www.elivah.com/ cgi-bin/strongs.cgi?

file=hebrewlexicon&isindex=4261
*! Ghauri, Muhammad(pbuh) foretold in the Bible, p: 119
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“And the King asked me: "Who is then the

Paraclete?"And I answered: The Spirit of God."And the

King asked: "What is the Spirit of God?"And I replied:

2. EW. Lane, Arab-English Lexicon, 2: 638-640; W.R.T. Ghauri, Muhammad
(pbuh) foretold in the Bible, p: 120

>3 Ali Tabri, The Book of Religion And Empire(wsdi /4 ), p: 16.

** Ali Tabri, The Book of Religion And Empire. p: 16.

>> Ali Tabri, The Book of Religion And Empire, p: 14.
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"God, by nature; and one who proceeds, by attribute; as
Jesus Christ taught about Him."5
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Now if Muhammad were the Paraclete, since this same
Paraclete is the Spirit of God, Muhammad would
therefore be the Spirit of God...[but]Muhammad is,
...not the Spirit of God; and since the one who is not
the Spirit of God is by inference not the Paraclete,
Muhammad is not the Paraclete.”5”
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*® Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, p: 33
*’ Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, pp: 33-35

> John, 14: 16-17; 15: 26;16: 7,13

>°1 John, 2:1
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® see: Job, 16: 2

& Mulhns, E. Y., W.RT. Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical
Theology,Ed.:Walter A. Elwell, 1996,BakerBooks, Baker Book House Company,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA, and,Orr, James, M.A., D.D. General Editor. "Entry
for 'PARACLETE". 'International Standard Bible Encyclopedia". 1915.
http:/ /www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/paraclete/, accessed: 18-05-2017,
3:53PM

43 105 F2:4 15,8713 110l 7135 137 g
® Mulhns,biblestudytools.com.
64 Mulhns,biblestudytools.com. (see: John, 20: 20)
* Mulhns,biblestudytools.com.
66 Mulhns,biblestudytools.com.
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-
If he were mentioned in the Gospel, this mention
would have been marked by a distinct portraiture
characterizing his coming, his name, his mother, and
his ... Since nothing...is found in the Gospel
concerning Muhammad, it is evident that there is no
mention of him in it at all, and that is the reason why I
have not received a single testimony from the Gospel
about him.”¢
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You should know, O Catholicos, that as God gave the
law through the prophet Moses and the Gospel through
the Christ, so He gave the furkan through Muhammad.””
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’® Timothy I, Apology for Christianity,Tr.: A. Mingana, p:35
" Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, pp: 48-49
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God nowhere showed such irrefragable signs for the

transition from the Gospel to something else."”

4)/1}.(?%&(fLﬁLWéJ-LL%J%#?J/LZMJcJ{'

nEAT
tu",,{:,/."iﬁt/@fdtzq%/} 5u,Lu/'§L@é;iJ§L(M'%k5/f1dg
JEICb § 2™ = JIAASS, S T8 § b s 2 &
?u;/g&/}/.‘d/é_t%"m{gﬂ"LJ/I’6J|/;l,WKLTL"CJ/6&§’"J!/’;;LEC}"’
Lt g U AS

Did not God say clearly to the children of Israel, 'I will

raise you up a prophet from among your brethren like

unto me.' Who are the brethren of the children of Israel

besides the Arabs, and who is the prophet like unto

Moses besides Muhammad?8!
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The Israelites have many other brethren besides the
Arabs, O our Sovereign.... the six sons of Abraham by
Keturah... the Edomites...Esau from whom sprang the
Edomites...Zimran and Jokshan and their brothers, the
sons of Keturah, are children of Abraham. If the
sentence of the prophet Moses refers to the brethren of
the children of Israel and not to their own twelve
tribes, it would be more appropriate to apply it to the
Edomites, because it has been shown that they are
nearer to the Israelites than the Arabs...Ammonites
and the Moabites...If Muhammad be a prophet like
Moses, Moses wrought miracles and prodigies; and
Muhammad, who would in this case be a prophet like
Moses, should have wrought many miracles and
prodigies. And then, if Muhammad be a prophet like
Moses, since Moses practiced and taught the Law that
was given to him on Mount Sinai, Muhammad should
similarly have taught the Torah and practiced the
circumcision, and observed the Jewish Sabbath and

festivals. Muhammad did not teach the Torah, and

LS, J(Mgi&r =2 =l U B JDeuteronomy, 18:18< o™
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Moses taught the Torah, the prophet Muhammad is
not, therefore, like unto Moses...83
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8 Genesis, 27: 17-35
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% Jeremiah, 30: 9
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And our gracious and wise King said to me: "What do
you say about Muhammad?" And I replied to his
Majesty: "Muhammad is worthy of all praise, by all
reasonable people, O my Sovereign. He walked in the
path of the prophets, and trod in the track of the lovers
of God. All the prophets taught the doctrine of one
God, and since Muhammad taught the doctrine of the
unity of God, he walked, therefore, in the path of the
prophets. Further, all the prophets drove men away
from bad works, and brought them nearer to good
works, and since Muhammad drove his people away
from bad works and brought them nearer to the good
ones, he walked, therefore, in the path of the prophets.
Again, all the prophets separated men from idolatry
and polytheism, and attached them to God and to His
cult, and since Muhammad separated his people from
idolatry and polytheism, and attached them to the cult
and the knowledge of one God, beside whom there is
no other God, it is obvious that he walked in the path
of the prophets. Finally Muhammad taught about God,
His Word and His Spirit, and since all the prophets had

% Samir, The Prophet Muhammad, p: 93
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prophesied about God, His Word and His Spirit,
Muhammad walked, therefore, in the path of all the
prophets.

Who will not praise, honor and exalt the one who not
only fought for God in words, but showed also his zeal
for Him in the sword?...

And what Abraham, that friend and beloved of God,
did in turning his face from idols and from his
kinsmen, and looking only towards one God and
becoming the preacher of one God to other peoples,
this also Muhammad did.

He turned his face from idols and their worshippers,
whether those idols were those of his own kinsmen or
of strangers, and he honored and worshipped only one
God. Because of this God honored him exceedingly
and brought low before his feet two powerful
kingdoms...Who will not praise, O our victorious King,
the one whom God has praised, and will not weave a
crown of glory and majesty to the one whom God has
glorified and exalted? These and similar things I and all
God-lovers utter about Muhammad, O my sovereign.%*
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* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, pp: 61-62
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And our King said to me: "You should, therefore,

accept the words of the Prophet. “And I replied to his
gracious Majesty: "Which words of his our victorious
King believes that I must accept?" — And our King said
to me: "That God is one and that there is no other one
besides Him." — And I replied: "This belief in one God,
O my Sovereign, I have learned from the Torah, from
the Prophets and from the Gospel. I stand by it and
shall die in it.*
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* Timothy I, Apology for Christianity, Tr.: A. Mingana, p: 62
%’ Samir, The Prophet Muhammad As Seen by Timothy I, p: 96
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