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The hilye tetxt passed down from Ali reads as follows:
The Lord Ali (may God bless him) describe the Lord Prophet (may God’s
prayers and greetings be with him) in these words: He was neither so tall
as to look down on everyone else nor so short that all others looked down
upon him; just slightly taller than the majority, of normal, middle height.
His hair was neither short and tightly curled, nor completely straight, but
slightly wavy and neat. His cheeks were neither full and fleshy nor so thin
and dry that his bones stood out; his holy face was roundish, and its colour
white with a slight reddsh tone. His eyes were black and his eyelashes
thick and long. His body was burly, with strong powerful bones, and his
shoulders were fairly broad. His body was covered with fine, short hairs
that became thicker in the middle of his chest and extended to his belly.
His hands and feet were perfect in size and plumpness. He walked as if he
were descending a hill, leaning forwards. When he wished to turn his
head, he did not turn his head alone, but with his whole body. Between his
shoulder blades was the nubuvvet muhru, the mark of brotherhood” that

signified he was last of the prophets. Of all human beings his heart was the
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most generous. His speech and accent were unsurpassed, and in
disposition and personal its he was the most gentle, and of all persons the
one who conversed with the most perfect understanding and whose
relations with others were of the most harmonious. Those who saw him
from a distance were slightly afraid of his imposing appearance, but if
honoured to know him better they loved him more than any other thing
and felt empathy with him. People used to say of him, | have never seen
his like, neither before Him nor after Him, when expressing their
admiration. May God’s prayers and salutations be with him!
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