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ABSTRACT: Marmaduke William Pickthall was a son of Mery O‘Brien and Charles
Grayson Pickthall. He was born on 7t April 1875. His maternal grandfather Admiral
Donat Henry O‘Brien wrote a book ‘My Adventures during the Late War'. Pickthall got
writing legacy from his maternal grandfather. He visited Egypt in 1907 on the invitation
of Lady Valda Machell. Pickthall's acceptance of Islam was in 1917. He joined
Hyderabad Deccan’s education department as a Principal of Chadarghat High School
for boys. He delivered a series of lectures at Madras in 1925. His translation of the
Holy Qur'an, ‘The Meaning of the Glorious Qur'an has seen more than 200 editions
uptill now. Pickthall breathed his last on 19" May 1936 and was buried in Brookwood
Cemetery, Surry, on 23 May 1936. In this article above mentioned and some other
quoted facts and figures are corrected with references.
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"On 7 April, 1875, Marmaduke William was born in
Cambridge Taerrace, w.2"i
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"Marmaduke William Pickthall was born in Cambridge

Terrace, London, on 7 April 1875, the son of Mary

O'Brien (1836-1904) and the Reverend Charles
Grayson Pickthall (1822-1881)"i
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"No, my son, wait until you are older, and have seen

again your native land. You are alone among us as

our boys are alone among the Christians. God Knows

how | should feel if any Christian teacher dealt with a
son of mine otherwise than as | now deal with you. "
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"Observe this fire. There is a shapely flame, the light
that shines around us, and when | put my hand out,
there is the heat as well. | blow, and all is gone. How
many things? You answer three in one, | answer one
we both are right."xii
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"This suggestion put a strange impression on my
heart. That was so because | wrongly imagined that
Muslims are always keen and restless to make other
people join them in their religion. But this
conversation with my teacher changed my mind and |
could not help being convinced that it is only a false

propaganda against Muslims which labels them to be
biased.™v
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"One day | said to Tal'at Beik! You always go about
and move here and there without even a personal
guard. You should have guards to defend you against
all sudden and unexpected attacks. Tal'at Beik, a
famous Muslim Turkish leader, replied: There is no
better guardian than Almighty Allah. This experience
strengthened my belief in Allah. | understood from
Tal'at Beik that according to Islamic belief, death
cannot anticipate or fall behind its fixed time. Hence

this unusual courage seemed to me very strange in
the beginning."s
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"It would be blessing to the world if Islam should

once more take the lead in human progress. | am not

saying this to flatter you, nor to applaud myself in a

belief which | have accepted after years of thought
and study."xvi
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"The audience present in the lecture hall gave an
ovation to Mr. Pickthall for his having declared openly

a few days before his acceptance of the Faith of
Islam."xvi
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"He was appointed principal of Chadarghat High
School for boys."xix
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XXii

o
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"The distillation of his Islamic thought appeared in a
series of lectures he delivered at Madras in 1925.

They were reprinted in 'Islamic Culture' and published
in 1927 as the Cultural Side of Islam."xxii
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"When Faud Bey praised my translation, and all the
others called it meritorious, he was evidently much
embarrassed, until Faud Bey remarked: He will not
call it al-Qur'an, he will call it Ma'ani 'ul-Quran il-Majid
(The Meaning of the Glorious Qur'an). Then the
Rector of Al-Azhar smiled. "If he does that", he said,
"then there can be no objection; we shall be pleased
with it."xxv
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"The Qur'an cannot be translated that is the belief of
old-fashioned Shaykhs and the view of the present
writer. The Book is here rendered almost literally and
every effort has been made to choose befitting
language. But the result is not the Glorious Qur'an....
It is only an attempt to present the meaning of the
Qur'an... in English. It can never take the place of the
Qur'an in Arabic, nor is it meant to do so."xvi
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"His duties with Basalath Jah were to accompany him
to provide entertainment, to do crossword puzzles
with him, to read with him,"xvi
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"Hyderabad delegates to the Round Table

Conference [in London], namely Sir Akbar Hydri, Sir

Richard Chenevix Trench, and Nawab Mahdi Yar

Jang... Marmaduke Pickthall [the translator of the

Qur'an] witnessed the [nikah] ceremony performed by
the ex-caliph himself."xxx
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"In 1931 he [Pickthall] squired a son of the Nizam on
a visit to Europe. At Nice the son married a daughter
of the last of the Ottoman Sultans, the last Caliph,
Abdelmecid II. Another son married her cousin,
Nilufor. Pickthall was becoming courtier and
diplomat.
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"On May 18 he complained of pain after luncheon, but
Muriel declared, and both agreed, it was only
indigestion. Next morning at breakfast he seemed
perfectly well, but whilst reading the newspapers felt
il and went upstairs to lie down. Muriel followed him
to their bedroom and as she entered the room he took
two steps to meet her and fell dead in her arms of
coronary thrombosis. "
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"He died at eleven o'clock on 19 May 1936 of

coronary thrombosis. The body was brought to the

Muslim cemetery at Brookwood, Surrey, not far from

Woking. It was lowered into the grave to funeral

prayers delivered by the Imam of the Mosque on
Saturday 23 May. "xxiv

L.})d/é_lgn//.cj("/’;U/J)éo/{g/;!‘""'éjiq(dlﬂ;{)u)
Lu}jlﬂv‘jz(_/}b}-f)/,b/;}L%!J@MK.{T-Z/J@’

70 SETLIe IE )2



[#3F1El

w2 Wyl WL Bn el (gt S

(-ﬂut‘!’uﬁ;/:%b/.é)”'tfu

uﬁ'&f’%u’zLJ:‘(“J"J%{".JG»'%!a’_Jé'.JLs»L,fMJ/L,»U’mm
e LU0 iU e oo L]

»"Marmaduke Pickthall: E. E. Speight -

"""V“-r“m:mtqm&ﬂﬁ:(J/}))gt’uy:Islamic Culture

JU}?U@JK’g{wﬂb’&ﬁhﬁ?&ﬁ@ﬁ)({&%{/ﬂ%"!é"lqr‘a,:cﬁr:‘;}
5 £ oo s il 6 E.E. Speight Ute 1L T &b Uk 19m
Wb esE S Lo Lete FE i

e WUl Al

r(J/J);QT/,?:ffJM /;((y)“dlf{j”:_ﬁww} 7

xxxvi~;'qrééuﬁ
_@;mem&u}?ﬁmméuzf S\
"

AU e G5k F S e Qebat poa /B Sir
L $u s 8 war LSNP e Z0r3 ot e ke §56 K Do o 1
LG fi§ o Somien Lo §nsP1 F1ai e
£ b b dt Ut Qentn VT 46 et Ut et & lorstiss sl
b e sl el uru&;ﬁuﬂ&f e Pl S th"{(f;J BANZESIT]
_LL"JI'" ~1J’u"LoyaI Enemy = /:”/L?/KJVJJQL)L”MA(}J‘? e s
LaG,Jun:,yéﬂyubfﬁd/@x'%té.(m~r-m~e)dﬁ“~}w/6'itmfdw";/
e DI SHTE CF o & S gt 3955 En f el a3

71 SETLIe IE )2



[#3F1El

A!L?}fcati;dvlﬁ:{uﬁ;i‘ir"l J‘;m,é_n&}uﬁmm_muﬁuu@uénqu
I s LIS J4p ety nf 25 Z Uisud dsic € o ¥
d’tﬁa_uﬂuﬁ;mm/f‘jﬁ,CJ/J;,WWM/;,M(«',’L?QJ'T(;L“:.Jjn,g,
ui‘”’,JLz»K"xnu/u/wu’u,m"jfLwrd/%w&w/ Lu!ﬂn&ﬂg”‘“ﬁ_y/
LRI LT Lty & il 3 L ooty 32 S ol
S ip LI L (51 e U 1,754 654 F v Loyal Enemy

_‘guﬁ’uffu:(}i/wwLwaﬁKJm

72 SETLIe IE )2



[#3F1El

ot 8ot & F A BEOF L B S i Wb (151 U 2 s £

rFe_vef

Anne Fremantle, Loyal Enemy, (Hutchinson and Co. Ltd., London, 1938) p.12
Peter Clark, Marmaduke Pickthall: British Muslim, (Quartet Books, London, 1986)
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