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"The Public purse, the treasury or exchequer of Islam, as distinct
from the caliph's privy purse, was known as the Bait-ul-Mal. "The
house of (Public) property". The term had no reference to any
particular building or locality, but was applied to that part of the
caliph's activities concerned with such wealth, either in species or
in kind, as belonged to the community of Islam as a whole and
which passed through the hands of the 'Amils’, the agents or tax

gatherers of the community."('*)
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" Bait-ul-Mal means treasury, especially that of the state and is
applied not only to the actual building in which the financial
business of the state is transacted but also in a figurative sense to

the national exchequer or fiscus." (I*)
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