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Abstract:

Muslim study of religions before modern times has claimed the attention
of some modern Western scholars. At least three developmental phases of
this nascent discursive field are discernable. Firstly, Western views of
Muslim writings on different religions started appearing as prefaces,
marginal notes, and introductions to the edited manuscripts since the
early decades of the nineteenth century. In the next phase, instead of
focusing on single books, some scholars started discussing a cluster of
Muslim writings on a given religious tradition such as Christianity or
Judaism. In the third phase, a few scholars have attempted to present
more encompassing and systematic surveys of the Muslim perceptions of
other religions. Jacques Waardenburg (1930-2015) is one such scholar,
and therefore his views get a special mention in the present paper. The
arqument is that it is the self-understanding of the academic study of
religion that defines the Western scholars’ appraisals of the classical
Muslim contributions in this field. The paper proposes that the
descriptive studies on religions and the polemics can and should be
distinguished as two separate spheres of the classical Muslim
intellectual tradition for better prospects of cooperation between the
Muslim and Western traditions in the study of religion.

Keywords: Muslims, the study of religion, polemics, Western scholars,
mutual perceptions, methodology.
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"As | have indicated, there is general agreement among historians of the

history of religions that Islamicate civilization produced the greatest pre-

modern historical studies of world religions."*
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“The Comparative study of religions has been rightly acclaimed as one the

greatest contributions of Muslim civilization the mankind’s intellectual

progress.”39

B Op ik e et iple 19 Lt iSET LaiiblS
B SE SO 255 T st IS S NI S kT



@ UOCHJRS, ISSN: 2616-6496, Vol. 3 | Issue 2 |Jan-June 2020

2 Liige o108 m cogautbnGels 2EIE S Utk po i
L P e UoFo§ o 3K et ol LU LU gz T
J(L_.,fu;Jlb'LuiWLum/{guij/?Mcjunwé&im&(}ga/‘t
46#¢J1Luﬁ‘aKJ//,umJg(uzLquﬁfuq-+Jgg@4}¢U:’:‘
VIS W ALY A O PRI N A 10 SILE S i f sa
(Institute of 'wrli wbr 21 zomt' C § 0 3y b #12 Ut (Patrice C. Brodeur)
é’frmi.,g;yl/gmf%,a;%; “_ut = £ ZReligious studies)
Lo N fleptd S A Lo ol usb L L
;‘7151‘}w&l’igy,/fﬂld/f,k,?d/upl;llb/ufcg{%uﬁ;wi i
M Pl S S TSI e St fs f L LS T
S S F S i e die LS s S IE OB S
L3P S e AIEL K LSBT P o s LU
e LR e 23S e enp Sl Sere D EF S
*2_c_ Islam et Religions Ui/ S (Guy Monnot) 5s Co e s
S LU o0t &S ol Lyﬁurég,u(&@;é}ﬁu’ﬁ
ubt,bfgdfa’véwﬁguﬁ(’“’@}ﬂmd/fu/gu‘téuf‘”d/b/?%u
e Jlety S
Vfuf:’ﬂv‘fy s, il

Eulie oy Ul r® e AL itie e Ly Lo
P se b LU G L™ LB il s spos- i d_isd_ S
e P ti s EUI sl el ik S AL
P e N Nl i s Z U SIS e Bl 1990
d w1l Sogitelrir L A3 F St omd e Spu-Grs b8
“Muslim Notions of ulﬁ,)lz»tgluﬁuj)}&{vi_uxf'iuﬁ;199o ,u;zZ_/dc,vaiJ



@ UOCHJRS, ISSN: 2616-6496, Vol. 3 | Issue 2 |Jan-June 2020

B LU 44-gu?'Religion as Manifested in the Interreligious Discourse”
Scholarly Approaches to Religion, Interreligious ,,CJLQ Ju’ U~ 1995
ST s EE 8 Ut 61998 45-674(V%Perceptions and Islam

uu"f.,CJ??JVQva“-g;,/wtf“/mf%u;lwuﬁ.ﬁvﬁ/(‘ug'guy/l
Islam and Christianity: Mutual Perceptions Since the Mid-20th Century

.

Muslim Perceptions of Other Religions: A _,C(u(uv Jo LY s
{ﬁ-‘afﬁlg&t,,tfwaqurjan’/?c;ﬁr'%,!fﬁcénd/@Historical Survey
JJ@TuﬁJ?LLM,A&J’%/?.;W 100fo.u5/ug§"¢.,m}4gng,
I S U KL i LI S5 6 R G e B
Muslims and Others: Relations in ,,Cﬂﬁ.gw.,{d.;'/rutfzoowzé

Muslims as Actors: Islamic /s> ,ﬁ@l.{ué.uituﬁ]’n’_@n ZL Context*
Meanings and the Muslim Interpretations in the Perspective of the Study

‘jfLL,,bﬁ..ﬁffLuiu‘f";iuﬁz_/gérww?/?d)&%uﬁf J29of Religions
JE b6 LS s 14 b 4o ssl(Islamic studies) et b 3 &u{
NI I K.,Cfu’i;.‘ayu'/’t?&@%; ¥ (Phenomenology of religion)
S st S BTl gt A e § U S e pht s = ik
_96[/)},’@“W’uKAW:Lz"”qV&f/’ayudud/’)wm("’
Muslim .,CJ@QLW/’:J‘wmug&/w.f;z_,/u'iméff,ubuﬂ
U7 s £ .us» Z Perceptions of Other Religions: A Historical Survey
Ut esf st g e W ool B e 01 L Ygar § 5 s S s p e
Kt -(1959-1995) sl (1500-1950) ek (650-1500) s s/ 610-650)
K072 LS fclu:@f;;u;‘?Jé?bgjia;ijvL%ug/uf < Jv
S LG n P Binls fyst £ L7 i b Sy B 15 S
ok Ut S P pF ol L7 o0’ LS B
&VJ"(..QM/JL/LJUMMKy?@&h{c e T sl eams 6ol § sl st



@ UOCHJRS, ISSN: 2616-6496, Vol. 3 | Issue 2 |Jan-June 2020

de B o ol 3T %;';E/J’/JFU’.Lf/,t))b/’}f‘a:«;‘a@.;‘é} 52‘&5 Gl
i LS e S oo 373 ot 51%&,@:,-@4;@;,,‘-534@'
et St P G LS oo FES ST e F ol 2
ngTavpg,L;),w/ﬁf‘a%/f/.um/i 54-4/}£(fwvﬁlvﬁu:f;
!/»/;1&5“&‘)'!;’(5.&0;1(j'.l,«,{!-!nuﬁu!%?.ic;»JL:‘JL%I,LL/»K&F%‘;?T
SEHE T b1l et Loty e & S e o (Gt
(e b Gls S L et o G SV el i s L s i L o,
B _ ey
e w Lw@J;&‘d}wiLJL,JL_.A,L)?;LWW
dﬂqmgabfwﬁﬁu’w me:/)}djf,ujjbg)ﬁ_‘at'ﬁfb uﬁ(j/ﬁw/“d’“))w
u;;,g?d/ml.li("Luu””,g;/"‘JLJZ?/,L'Z;/L"Q/g,fujﬂu_%w&{jimL
LU § " i S Ui ot 1 u”(nb_é&uf;u"uut_ﬁui
s i S s e T EFE W00 Lo LT 36 28
S B e Sl s B A I L i e o8
.;Upé"&’;g,}"m"dM"/u/rﬁéuécﬁ,muﬁgjgégf;)mg)dﬂr

_wéf/,umuff%iﬁé/w&,w; _uj‘L/Lul/“";z?:uw"/,fJ/
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worlds” who had very little to learn from others.”®
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“Medieval Muslim authors gave some very interesting accounts of others
religions....three of [them] have acquired a reputation beyond the borders
of Islam itself and may be considered as forerunners of the modern study
of religions.”59
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“I would say that there is no evidence that Muslims saw either Buddhist or
Hindu or Jewish and Christian people and faiths at all. What they saw in
fact were images developed within their own cultural and religious
orbit.....This was a collection of Islamocentric materials.”®?
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“Slowly, indeed, a new view of humanity seems to be emerging: as a
reality of people who are incredibly diverse, fundamentally different,
“others” for each other. In former times, from a Western perspective,
humanity was classified according to religions, races, cultures, states.

Nowadays we can no longer have such an overall view of humanity from
above, so to speak.”69
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