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Abstract:

A group of orientalists had always endeavored to criticize the
character of the Prophet Muhammad SAW. In doing so, they had
excoriated his choices in marrying different women. One of those
which they criticized the most is his marriage with his cousin Zainab,
after getting divorce from her husband Zayd as a result of an
unresolved quarrel between the two. One common allegation against
the Prophet Muhammad is that he forced Zayd, his adopted son to
divorce his wife Zainab because of his infatuation with her which he
developed after catching a glimpse of her in a provocative dress.
Thereafter, he fabricated the verses of Surah al-Ahzab in order to
justify his doings. This paper seeks to critique all related claims and
concludes that all such allegations are either based on fabricated
historical reports or false interpretations and misunderstanding of the
facts.
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“He [Muhammad] had seen her many times
before but he was never attracted to her

physical beauty, else he would have married
her, instead of insisting on her that she

should marry Zaid. "6
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"Muhammad had a comrade called Zayd. This
man had a beautiful wife whom Muhammad fell
in love with. While they were once sitting
together, Muhammad said to him, oh You, God

command me to take your wife...... i
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“A pious woman, [Zaynab] was a skilled leather-
worker and gave all the proceeds of her craft to the
poor. Muhammad seems to have seen her with new
eyes and to have fallen in love quite suddenly when
he had called at her house one afternoon to speak to
Zayd, who happened to be out. Not expecting any
visitors, Zaynab had come to the door in dishabille,
more  revealingly — dressed than usual, and
Muhammad had averted his eyes hastily, muttering
‘Praise be to Allah, who changes men’s hearts!””**
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“About the main outline of the story there can be no
dispute, but several details are doubtful, and different
views may be taken of the significance of the
whole.”?
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“The scandal of the marriage was removed by this
extraordinary revelation, and Zeid was
thenceforward called not “the son of Mahomet,” as
heretofore, but by his proper name, “Zeid, the son of
Harith.” Our only matter of wonder is, that the
Revelations of Mahomet continued after this to be
regarded by his people as inspired communications
from the Almighty, when they were so palpably
formed to secure his own objects, and pander even to
his evil desires. We hear of no doubts or questionings;
and we can only attribute the confiding and
credulous spirit of his followers to the absolute
ascendancy of his powerful mind over all who came
within its influence.”%
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“But at Medina he seems to have cast off all shame;
and the incidents connected with his marital
relations, more especially the story of his marriage
with Zainab the wife of his adopted son Zaid, and his
connexon with Mary the Coptic slave-girl, are
sufficient proof of his unbridled licentiousness and of
his daring impiety in venturing to ascribe to GOD
Most High the verses which he composed to sanction
such conduct.”®
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