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Abstract:
Islam seeks to establish such a society where all citizens of the state enjoy
equal rights and religion does not become the basis for any discrimination.
Islamic law holds both Muslims and non-Muslims equal and no superiority
or privilege is given to the Muslims on any ground. It is the fundamental
principle of Islamic law that it enjoins the similar rights and duties on both
Muslim and non-Muslim citizens without any discrimination. Islam ordains
people to worship Allah Almighty but it does not coerce followers of other
religions to accept Islam and change their creed. The United Nations
recognize that minority rights are essential to protect those who wish to
preserve and develop values and practices which they share with other
members of their community. The United Nations has gradually developed
a number of norms, procedures and mechanisms concerned with minority
issues, and the 1992 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons
belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities was
approved as the fundamental instrument that guides nations towards
minorities rights. In this article the effort were mad to compare the UN
charter of minority rights. The comparative and analytical research
methodology was adopted in this research. It is perceived from the study
that the UN charter and Islamic law has some similarities about minority
rights because it seems basic teachings of this charter of Minorities has
been driven from Islamic Law. It is recommended that laws are good but
there is need to improve and set practical actions to ensure minorities
rights in member countries.
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Minorities, Fundamental rights, Islamic Laws, UN
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A small group in a community or nation, differing from others in race, religion,
language etc.!
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"People of racial, religious or cultural groups sometimes preserve their own way
of life while they are living in a land that is controlled by large groups".2
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“A group numerically inferior to the rest of the population of
state, in a non dominant position, whose members being nationals
of the state posses ethnic, religious or linguistic characteristics
differing from those of the rest of the population and show, if
only implietly, maintain sense of traditions, religion or
Language®”.
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Declaration of the rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious
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(1) »States shall protect the existence and the national or Ethnic, cultural,

and Linguistic Minorities, 1992.”1°

religious and linguistics identity of minorities within their respective
territories and shall encourage conditions for the promotion of the
identity."
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(2) States shall adopt appropriate legislative and others

measures to archive those ends.?
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“Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic
minorities have the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess and

practice their own religion, and to use their own language, in private and

public freely and without or any form of discrimination”*”
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(1) “Persons belonging to minorities may exercise their rights, including
those set forth in the present declaration, individually as well as in
community without other members of their group without any
Discrimination.
) No disadvantage shall result for any person belonging to minority as the

consequence of the exercise or non-exercise of the rights set for in the
present declaration.'*”.
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“States shall take measures where required to insure that person
belonging to the minorities may exercise fully and effectively all their
human rights and fundamental freedom without any discrimination and in
full equality before law”3.

“States should, where appropriate, take measures in the field of education,
in order to encourage Knowledge of the history, tradition, language and
culture of minorities existing within their territory”.

“States should consider appropriate measures so that persons belonging to

minorities may participate fully in the economic progress and

development in their country”.?!
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with due regard for the legitimate interests of persons belonging to
minorities".

(2 “Programe of cooperation and assistance among states should be with due

regard for planned and implemented with the legitimate persons
belonging to minority interests”.?’
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“States should cooperate on the question relating minorities, inter alia, exchanging

information and experience, in order to promote mutual understanding and

confidence”.?®
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"States should cooperate in order to promote respect for the rights set forth
in the present, declaration".>
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“Nothing in the present declaration shall prevent the fulfillment of
international obligations of states in relation to person belonging to
minorities in particular, states shall fulfill in good faith the obligations and
commitments they have assumed under international treaties and
agreements to which they are parties.
Measures taken by states to ensure to effective enjoyment of the rights set
forth in the present declaration shall not prima facie be considered contrary
to the principal of equality contained in the universal declaration of
human Rights.
Nothing in the present declaration may be construed as permitting any
activity contrary to the purposes and principal of the United Nations,
including sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political independence
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“Nothing in the present declaration shall prevent the fulfillment of international
obligations of states in relation to person belonging to minorities in particular,
states shall fulfill in good faith the obligations and commitments they have
assumed under international treaties and agreement to which they are parties™®
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