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A CRITICAL STUDY OF SYED ABU-UL-AALA MOUDOODI'S THOUGHTS ON
ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION
* -
eI IA#

Abstract:
In his critique to western thought, Maudoodi called for revival of
Islamic civilization. He scholarly proved that Islamic civilization is
neither related to any region nor race but it is purely based on
ideology of Islam having its own complete system of life. This article
mainly covers Maudoodi’s thought of islamic civilization in relation
to theory of clash of civilization. Maudoodi’s thought widely
criticized for his extremist tendencies and considered as denial of co-

existance of world civilizations. It has been attempted to evaluate
dimensions of criticism on Moudoodi’s thought.

Keywords: Islamic Civilization ,Western Civilization, Clash of
Civilization, Syed Abu-al-Aala Moudodi, Modern Islam
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Mawdudi tried to present Islam in a reasoned,

systematic way...., He demanded a universal
Jihad...No major Muslim thinker had ever made
this claim before. . . Mawdudi defined Jihad as a
revolutionary struggle to seize power for the good
of all humanity.®
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This Pakistani citizen [ Mawdudi | must be
considered the first systematic thinker of
what became known as ‘Islamism’ and ideology

rooted in a particular understanding of Islam.“?
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“. . .He is best known for the thesis that God

alone is sovereign, not human rulers, nations, or

customs.” ¥
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“...He[Muhammad] was the only man in history

who was supremely successful on both the
religious and secular levels... Today, thirteen
centuries after his death, his influence 1s still
powerful and  pervasive...Further = more,
Muhammad (unlike Jesus) was a secular as well
as a religious leader. Infact, as the driving force
behind the Arab conquests, he may well rank as

the most infuential political leader of all time.” %
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Mawdudi defined jihad as a revolutionary
struggle to seize power for the good of all

humanity. ..Just as the prophet had fought the
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Jahiliyyah, the ignorance and barbarism of the
pre-Islamic period, so all Muslims must use all
means at their disposal to resist the modern
Jahiliyyah of the west....never before had jihad
figured so centrally in official Islamic
discourse.®?
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B, Huntington Samuel. P,The Clash of Civilizations and The
Remaking of World Order,(New Dehli:  Penguin
books,New,1997) , page 112,113
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