OPEN ACCESS JIRS, Vol.:2, Issue: 2, 2017

Journal of Islamic & ReligiOUS Studies DOI: 10.12816/0041891, PP: 75-91
ISSN (Online): 2519-7118

ISSN (Print): 2518-5330
www.uoh.edu.pk/jirs

L »
2./ ‘? d;&"' € " The First Muslim- The Story of Muhammad " b'JC{J U'J )“Lﬁ

Lesley Hazleton's Book "The First Muslim-The Story of
Muhammad”: a Critical Review

Muhammad Islam
Phd Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies,
University of Malakand, Pakistan

Dr. Janas Khan
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies,
University of Malakand, Pakistan

Abstract

Allah sent his prophets for the guidance of the Human beings. Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) was the last of them. In the short span of only twenty
three years, he changed the scenario of the world through the teachings of
Islam. Apart from countless Muslims, the Non Muslim scholars also wrote
about his life. Lesley Hazleton is a Non Muslims scholar wrote "The First
Muslim-The Story of Muhammad". This book is divided into three parts; 1
The Orphan, 2 Exile & 3 The Leader. She expressed her views about the
Prophet in her book openly. Many times she praises the prophet (SAW) for
his achievements but like her successors, she criticizes his life. Sometimes she
criticizes the family (forefathers) of the prophet, sometimes, in soft words
criticizes the family life and polygamy of the Prophet (SAW). This research
paper discusses her approach to the life of the Prophet (Seerah) in the light of
her book.
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“It was also a means of forming and consolidating alliances. Marriage
brought allies close and former enemies even closer. It was a declaration of
political amity written, as it were, in the flesh.” 28
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“This seeming muddle of marriages was part of the traditional and far
reaching Arabian web of kinship.” 2
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“By both giving and taking in marriage, Muhammad was establishing the
leadership matrix of the new Islamic community.” 30
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“This seeming muddle of marriages ...beggars the modern Western idea of
the nuclear family. It makes a mockery of something as simplistically linear
as a family tree, becoming far more like a dense forest of vines.” 31
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“But if this was clear to the men, it was not necessarily so to the women
involved, and especially not to the youngest, the most outspoken, and most
controversial of Muhammad'’s late life wives, abu Bakr’s daughter Aisha.” 32
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“ Certainly Aisha never saw herself as merely a means of political alliance,
let alone as just one wife among many . In fact if there was one thing she
would insist on all her life, it was her exceptionality.” 33
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“a merchant woman of dignity and wealth , a determined , noble , and
intelligent woman .”
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“It's unusual to see the words determined and intelligent used about any
woman of the time, but in Khadija’s case they were entirely appropriate.” 36
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“It was acclaimed as the perfect solution. Everyone had had a hand in the
process, and all had been equally honored .But for Muhammad this small but
poignant demonstration of the constructive power of unity can only have
served as a distressing reminder of division. What would stay with him was
not the praise for his judiciousness but the alacrity with which the Quraysh
had restored to threats of violence , and at the one place , the sanctuary of the
Kaaba , where violence was forbidden . 37
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“If he were in fact subject to epileptic fits, his many opponents in Mecca
would certainly have made much of his condition , yet even though they
would use every arqument they could muster against his preaching - he was
a fabulist , they’d say , a dreamer , a liar , a sorcerer - they would never use
this one.” 38
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“In time, the truce of Hudaibiya would come to be seen as a strategic
masterstoke on Muhammad’s part. Ibn Ishaq would write that no victory
greater than this one had been won previously in Islam. There had only been
fighting before, but when the truce took place and war laid down its burdens
and all the people felt safe with each other, they met with each other in
conversation and debate , and all who possessed understanding and were
told about Islam accepted it.” 3
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“With the Meccan truce in place, Muhammad set about securing what he
now considered his hinterland to the north. Just a month after returning to
Medina, he headed an expedition of sixteen hundred men against Khayber,
the richest of the Oases of the northern Hijaz. Its vast date palm plantations
were divided among seven Jewish tribes, each one with its own fortified
stronghold. When abu Sufian had led a massive army against Madina , with
its similar system of strongholds, he had laid siegh to it and failed . Now
Muhammad would give practically a text book illustration of how it should
be done.” 40
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“Unless otherwise indicated, all direct speech and dialogue in this book are
from either ibn Ishaq’s eight century biography of Muhammad, Sirat Rasul
Allah, or al Tabari’s ninth century history of early Islam, Tarikh al Rasul
wa’al Muluke. 46
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“This book is thus based on the original eight and ninth century histories.” 48
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“The early Islamic historians ibn Ishaq and al Tabari are out standing for the
breath and depth of their work , which makes extensive use of both oral
history and earlier written sources that have since been lost .” 4
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“Muhammad ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasulul Allah , “The life of the Messenger of
God,” is the earliest extant biography of Muhammad . Ibn Ishaq was born in
Madina around the year 704 and died in Damascus in 767. His work was
expanded and annotated in the ninth century in EQypt by ibn Hisham ,
whose annotated version of ibn Ishaq original Sira is available in an eight
hundred page. English translation by Alfred Guillume : The life of
Muhammad : A Translation of Ishaq’s Sira Rasul Allah ( Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 1955) %
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“His opponents crowed, with all the glee of modern politicians exploiting an
electoral rival’s gaffe.”
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