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Abstract

West generally blames the Muslim world on the grounds that it does
not accede to freedom of expression. But in fact, Islam gave the right
of freedom of expression for the first time in history. In Rome before
Islam was introduced, the rulers used to enslave the masses. Greek
ministers, Roman Catholic pastorates, Spanish Inquisitions and the
ministerial experts used to rebuff the individuals who used to
articulate unapproved religious perspectives. The British Parliament
passed a Bill of Rights in 1689. This bill proclaimed the right to speak
freely. It returned amid the French Revolution of 1789 which declared
speaking freely as a natural right of each person. As indicated by Holy
Quran there might be no impulse in acknowledgment of the religion
which is also proved from Sunnah and through the actions of the
companions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Blasphemy law is a law
related to blasphemy, or irreverence toward holy prophets, or beliefs
or religious traditions. In the provisions of Article 18 and 19 of the
U.N. Charter, no limitations were made for expression which has left
the room open for the defamation on name of freedom of speech.
According to Islam, maintaining the honor and respect of all people is
essential for regional, national and universal peace. Any articulation
which abuses peace, honor and pride of any individual, race, religious
gathering or any minority assembly as a rule and so forth cannot be
incorporated into the meaning of flexibility of articulation or freedom
of speech.

Keywords: Blasphemy, United Nations, Defamation, Peace, Freedom
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"Anaxagoras (circa 500-428 B.C) was the first philosopher to reside
in Athens and probably the first freethinker to be condemned for his
beliefs...He regarded the conventional gods as mythic abstraction

endowed with anthropomorphic attributes"!
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"Greek priests, Roman Catholic clergies, the Spanish Inquisitions and
the ecclesiastical authorities used to punish those who uttered
unauthorized religious views. Joseph remarks, whereas the early
Christians fought one another (in the literal meaning of the word) in

the streets of Alexandra and elsewhere over questions of theology."?
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"The linguistic right of freedom of expression has been considered a
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fundamental human right. It has its origin in the ancient Greek
history. For the first time in the history of the world the British
Parliament passed a Bill of Rights in 1689 declaring freedom of
speech for members of the Parliament. It reappeared during the 1789
French Revolution which guaranteed freedom of speech as an

inalienable right of every human being."3
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"Freedom of speech is the right to articulate one's opinions and ideas
without fear of government retaliation or censorship, or societal
n30
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"Free speech is a particular value in democratic society. In a
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democracy voters have an interest in hearing and contesting a wide
range of opinions and in having access to facts and interpretations, as
well as contrasting views, even when they believe that the expressed
views are politically, morally, or personally offensive. These opinions
may not always be communicated directly through newspapers and
radio and television, but are often presented in novels, poems, films,
cartoons, and lyrics. They can also be expressed symbolically by acts
such as burning a flag, or as many anti-Vietnam War protestors

did."!
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"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief,
and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public
or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and observance". 32
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"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers.3
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"Naturally, we will not give in, otherwise all this won't have meant
anything"40
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"Germany's parliament passed legislation in 1985, making it a crime
to deny the extermination of the Jews. In 1994, the law was tightened.
Now, anyone who publicly endorses, denies or plays down the
genocide against the Jews faces a maximum penalty of five years in

jail and no less than the imposition of a fine". 50
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"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment" .52
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“Blasphemy translation in Hebrew verbs ‘nakob’ and ‘gillel; ‘to
pronounce aloud’ and ‘to curse’ in the classic formulation of the
Mosaic law of blasphemy in the Leviticus. The word ‘blasphemy’
combines two roots - ‘to hurt” and “to speak’ (pheme as in * fame” so
‘defame’) hence ‘to harm by speaking’ as in Leviticus (a hurt
sometime conceptualized in highly physical terms)” 5
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“Blasphemy against the Almighty is denying his being or providence,
or uttering contumelious reproaches on our Savior Christ. It is
punished, at common law by fine and imprisonment, for Christianity
is part of the laws of the land”>*
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“ The Muslim jurists explore the use of foul language primarily with
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regard to the Prophet. This is known as sabb al-rusul. Later on this
was considered to include the use of foul language with regard to
Allah (sabb Allah) or any of the angels or other prophets. Anyone
using such language in relation to any of these is considered among
the greatest of sinners. If the person is a Muslim, they are considered
apostate and condemned to death”>>
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"Upholding the dignity and respect of all peoples is fundamental to
regional, national and international peace. Any expression which
violates peace, respect and dignity of any person, race, religious group
or any minority group in general etc. cannot be included in the
definition of freedom of expression. Freedom of expression is a
blessing but its abuse can carry serious consequences...Intellectual
writing is supposed to eliminate ‘confusion’ instead of ‘creating
confusion” and similarly, freedom of speech is supposed to create a
congenial and friendly environment instead of creating controversy
and hurt entire communities” feelings. Being insensitive to the
cultural and/or religious idiosyncrasy of the members of other
cultures and religions should not be sheltered under the umbrella of
freedom of expression. The language utilized to address various
communities, cultures, races, etc. needs to be carefully selected so as
to not transgress on the rights of others" .62
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