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An introduction to Broom’s Legal Maxims &the

Ottoman Mejelle and its developmental role in the
Science of Legal Maxims
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Abstract
Legal Maxims and al-qawa ‘id al-kulliyah a]:ﬁ'qbi)/)/ah both is a useful and important

chapter of the Legal Science which leads us towards the true picture, aims and objectives

of the Legal Literature.
This particiqular science passed trough many developmental stages and embraced the
current wider scope which shows that many jurists and legal experts inked this specific

branch of legal science and made venrable efforts to enrich this field.

Among all these some gﬁfons got very conspicuous position such as Legal Maxims qf

Herbert Broom in the Western World and the Ottoman Mejelle in the Muskim World.

This article focuses on the impotance and developmental role of the said collections.

Keywords: Legal Maxims, al-qawa‘id al-kulliyah al-fighiyyah, Legal Maxims of
Herbert Broom, the Ottoman Mejelle (the Ottoman Courts Manual)
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“I have devoted considerable time,3 and much labour, to consulting the
reports, both ancient and modern...”
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“From the first it was recognized as a masterly exposition of the principles
upon which our common law is based”.
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“And more especially in the Colonies and the United States, it had become
somet}gng in the nature of a legal classic before the death of Dr.Broom in
1882”.
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“Very few Maxims have been omitted which oueght to have found place in a
work like that now submitted to the profession”
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