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Biological Interpretation of Moral Argumentation for the Existence of
God: A Critical Analysis of Richard Dawkin’s Arguments
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ABSTRACT

What is the identity of human and how his identity is interconnected with the
universe? Was he an imperceptibles crown of creation or merely a product of a
random happening of evolution? Is there any creator of this universe or its
operations is controlled by some blind and deaf forces? Such questions have been
important throughout the known history of humanity. A vast group of humans have
been congregated on the view that this universe is an artful work of godlily
creation whereas the atheists have been existing on the parallel in the human
history. Both of the believers and nonbelievers had been putting forward their
arguments on the existence and non-existence of God. These arguments can be
framed in different references. Among these the existence of God is deduced on
the basis of moral arguments, while the arguments from the atheists are erected
upon the scientific and philosophical reasoning, such as Darwin's theory of
evolution. Richard Dawkins is one of the contemporary scholars renowned as
proponent of atheism. He has tried to reject the arguments on the existence of God
in his book The God Delusion and also put forward the rebuttal of moral argument
based on Darwin's theory of evolution. He has also argued through biological
interpretation of ‘selfish genes’ and ‘altruism’. In this article Dawkins' denial to
God's existence based on biological interpretation of moral argumentation has been
discussed. On the parallel the Islamic point of view has been stated and loopholes
in the Dawkins’ point of view have been highlighted.

Keywords: Morality, Ethics, Altruism, Atheism, Evolution, Biological Interpretation,
Existence of God, Richard Dawkin.
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“Furthermore I am convinced that Natural Selection has been the main but not
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exclusive means of modification.”
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“I Believe that animals have descendent from at most only four or five progenitors
and plants from an equal or less number
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“Whilst on board the Beagle | was quite orthodox, and | remember being heartily

laughed at by several of the officers (though themselves orthodox) for quoting the
Bible as an unanswerable authority on some point of morality.”

LI L S TS ke s ks tie 2080 L B 61U S

_yw[ (Agnosticism)cfwlULﬁL///gﬂmJ@yu
“Although I did not think much about the existence of a personal God until a
considerably later period of my life, I will here give the vague conclusions to which |
have been driven. The old argument of design in nature, as given by Paley, which
formerly seemed to me so conclusive, fails, now that the law of natural selection has
been discovered... The mystery of the beginning of all things is insoluble to us; and I
for one must be content to remain an Agnostic.” 4
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“Newton showed that God did not control the movement of planets. Laplace in a
famous aphorism affirmed that astronomy had no need of the god hypothesis;
Darwin and Pasteur between them did the same for biology; and in our own
century, the rise of scientific psychology and the extension of historical knowledge

have removed gods to a position where they are no longer of value in interpreting

human behavior and cannot be supposed to control human history or interfere with

human affairs....""”
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“This section is my OWn version of the argument.”’
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“The selfish gene is the correct emphasis, for it makes the contrast with the selfish
organism, say, or the selfish species. 8
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“A gene that programs individual organisms to favor their genetic kin is statistically
likely to benefit copies of itself. Such a gene's frequency can increase in the gene
pool to the point where kin altruism becomes the norm.*°
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“Reciprocal altruism works because of asymmetries in needs and in capacities to

meet them. That is why it works especially well between different species: the
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asymmetries are greater.”
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“According to a standard evolutionary approach to morality that we may call the
‘mutualistic approach’, the biological function of moral behaviour is precisely to
help individuals gain a good reputation as co-operators ™
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“Nevertheless, it is as foolish to claim that sociobiology has no role whatsoever in
the project of a biology of morals. 18
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“There does remain the very first step -- | don't think it's necessarily a bigger step
than several of the subsequent steps, but it is a step. And it's a step which we don't
fully understand -- mainly because it happened such a long time ago, and under
conditions when the Earth was very different. And so it's not necessarily possible to

simulate again the chemical conditions of the origin of life. 24
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