Peshawar Islamicus ~ Impact of Arabic and Islamic teachings on the

Vol:9, Issue 2 poetry of Allama Iqbal July-Dec, 2018

Impact of Arabic and Islamic teachings on the
poetry of Allama Iqbal

* Syed Naeem Badshah
#**Dr. Muhammad Saleem Hawid

Abstract

Employment qfdg'ﬁperent poetical devices, linguistic tools and ](3ft1'ness (fthemes are the success
indicator of any poet. These things determine status of a poet and his writing. Allama Igbal is
one of the greatest ever poets produced by the Indian Sub-Continent. He is the national poet of
Pakistan. His poetry fulfills the highest rank among the Urdu and Persian poetry. Hardly there

is any poetic or linguistic device which has escaped him in his poetry.

Apart from traditional Urdu and Persian literary devices, he has great benefitted from Arabic
and Islamic teachings. We Canfind strong rgﬂection (nyran, its style, meaning and its words
in the poetry of Iqbal. He was the poet who translated many verses of the Quran into his poetry
and those verses are well known and popular among people of every age, gender and social
status. His poetry is a source to connect people with Quran and traditions of the holy prophet
PBUH.

In the present article I will discuss and quote the itzﬂuences qurabic, Quran and Islamic
teachings upon the poetry oflqbal.
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If we look at the Urdu poets who have produced religious poetry we can find many of them.
But whenever we talk about religious or Islamic poetry in Urdu, Allama Igbalis the first and
most important name which strikes our minds. This is because he had studied Quran so
deeply that meaning, implications and translation of the Quran has become his part and
parcel. His poetry reflected meanings and teaching of Quran as much asit seems like one is
reading translation or commentary of the holy Quran while one is reciting poetry of Allama
Igbal. He is of the opinion that the only way of success in this world and the world hereafter
is hidden in the teachings of the Quran and in practicing them. He points out to this in his
verse when he says that:

/}’ZUT/“.J/A:'L}'Z/!Y';/H /MUWU:;U&Jf"M

The first part of this verse conveys the meaning communicated in the verse of holy Quran:

! “oe g NI (,;;\j”
“which says that only the Muslims and believers are the successful people”

The second part of the verse communicates meaning of another verse from the holy Quran :

“Utds STH s I 58y o5 6 Jpn 067
This verse means that the holy prophet PBUH will on the Day of Judgment, file his
complaint against the believers in the court of Allah and will say that these are the people
who believed in me and still forgot me in their lives. This situation is going to be the most
humiliation for such a person against whom the holy prophet will file his complaint. Allama
Igbal communicated this meaning in the second part of the above quoted verse.
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He was a practicing Muslim and had enough knowledge of Islam. He felt the pain of the
prevailing conditions of Muslims and was much worried for the slump the Muslims were
through during his days. He would try to awake Muslims from the slump and for this
purpose he used his poetry and political activism as his tools. He employed different poetical
techniques and rhetorical devices for this purpose. He was calling Muslims back towards
Quran and was asking them to stay strongly connected with Quran. His following verse is a
good example of his thinking and vision in this regards. He says that:

/l;/;ag Ua&/m;g/’/&i uul/‘;/z_!u),bfnuﬁ U!’;

Quran as source for his philosophy of Self:

He has offered many philosophies in his poetry but his most important philosophy is that of
Self. The source of his basic philosophy is none other than the holy Quran. The following
verse of the holy Quran is the base for this.

7 g S5 S
“And to not turn like those who have forgotten Allah so Allah has forgotten
them in reply”
A source and method of understanding Quran

Allama Igbal not only would stress upon understanding and comprehension of the Quran
but would also ask people to keep strong hold of the Quran. He would advise people to
read Quran with full understanding and with the purpose of practicing it. His following
verse categorically explains this thing:

S ol sice S s foa s

In this verse Allama Igbal advises his readers that in order to understand Quran in its true
sense, they should read it asif it is being revealed upon them directly. If they can create such
an atmosphere and feelings while reading the Quran, it will be a perfect thing for them to
do. Otherwise reading great commentaries like Tafscer e Razi and Tafseer e Kashaf will not
benefit him greatly. These commentaries will otherwise not properly open the hidden
secrets the Quran. Such an advice can only come from a person who has read and
understood Quran in the same manner. Allama Igbal has definitely read and understood
Quran in this way.

Translation of the verses of the Quran in his poetry:

A large portion of his Urdu and Persian poetry comprises translation of verses from the holy
Quran. Sometimes he expresses meanings of the verses of the Quran and sometimes he
clearly translate them in his own style and wordings. Such translations of the verses of
Quran can be quoted from his Urdu as well as Persian poetry one example of which is the
following verse.

SR e oSy 2l S F L'L;..ﬂ_éu,}ulg A
The first part of this verse is translation of the verse <4 L5Ler e 1459 ) and the second part of

5 -
it is the translation of the verse ( Ly b.u\)
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A mountain and squirrel (Aik Pahar our Gulehri) isa poem in his book Bang e
Dara. One verse from this poem is in fact translation from the holy Quran. The verse says
that:

J:Llézgia/ﬁuju&/ J:LL/(EIUFIZ‘QU.?{
This is verse is translation of the verse from the Quran (6CA.5J..>'-L» Ld)) which means that

Allah has not created any single aimless and purposeless thing in this world.

There is another verse from a song he has composed. The verse is:

I ug/.l..uu}ulfgéu’l(z Kl /ﬁ}l&{:ufu;,ﬁé.l{’)
; : :
This verse is practical translation of the verse of Quran whichsays that (" < Jo\ V). This
verse means that K’aba is the first ever home of Allah and a place to worship Him.

One verse from his poem Tasweer e Dard (Picture of pain) is:

L?wt;g/]w,;f,‘ggtﬁ SIS b/}g?l[fgug}

8. . .
this verse of Igbal presents the translation of the verse of the Quran (Ci&) o ool ). In this

verse of Quran Allah says asks people if they have ever seen such a person who has taken his
wishes and desires as his lord instead of Allah.

Other than the above quoted verses there are many verses in all his books of poetry which
offer translations or meanings of the verses of the holy Quran. Such verses of poetry can be
found in his books like Bang e Darea, Armaghan e Hijaz, Bal e Jibril and Zarb e Kaleem etc. etc.
Apart from translations or meanings of the verses of the Quran there are many allusions
from the Quran can be found in the poetry of Allama Igbal. There is a detailed story of
Hazrat Musa and Hazrat Khizar A. S in the Quran the gist of which Allama Igbal has
expressed in his one verse. The following verses covers the whole story of the two people
mentioned above. The verse is:

Weizie fe st Eupedloe S F

Similarly, he has very beautifully translated the story of Hazrat Ibrahim A. S. in the
following verse.

uflrLJLl?V"f‘Lch O':"L}‘.'M/JJTV/“)/}?L

From the above quoted verses one can easily understand how Allama Igbal translated verses

of the holy Quran into his poetry.

Usage of Quranic verses in his poetry:

On numeral occasions he has directly used verses from holy Quran in his poetry. By using
direct words of the Quran in his poetry, he not only has beautifully incorporated allusions
into his poetry but has achieved authenticity and enhanced the beauty of his poetry. Brevity
is another quality which he has achieved while using words directly from the holy Quran.
He has successfully narrated long stories and philosophies in just few lines. An example of
this is the following line of his verse.
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10{/)&&7&!&) uuc‘,(tﬁ(/’}wu,

In this line of a verse he has used words from Surah Al Room and has communicated
teaching of the Quran that we must never forget Allah’s true promise.

Similarly, there is a verse in his book Bang e Dara which says that:

Yoy oSt Smpodd G e FF

In this verse he used wording of Quran from Surah Najam.

With the passage of time his poetry became more and more mature and the presented
messages of the Quran in more powerful and strong manner. Let me quote few verses from
his poem Shama wa Sh’ir ( Candle and poet).

;‘LHVJ::'/,;)/A?}’ZU'I_./J ;‘Lf‘plf/f!ﬂa,ufu‘zu:ﬂ/

12

(e Ao Ut LY T 2T F e

Reflection of Quranic style in his poet

There is pain, worry and concern in the poetry of Igbal along with philosophy and
ideological teachings through systematicand critical thinking, logic and powerful emotional
appeal as per the requirement of the context. This is exactly the style and method of the
holy Quran which has adopted and copied in his poetry.

Igbal’s infatuation with Quran:
....... ket Z Uil i Sud (i n G =
In this one verse Igbal refers to the following verses of the Quran.
EALH I 133 (28) 0 it Lau,oJW oA B 3 ool aly Je 37
§1 bt V1. 30) 8231 1A 152329) G e WIAE o s 09
RN IR
He further says that:
F i T S/ T 5 st 2 G
In the above verse he refers to the following verse of the Quran.
A 5K 1€ 60 3k T s ST T a6 T8
At another place in Quran Allah says tht:
Wlag ks chinl Wl 3T el Juds 55 Y5 u\}w S B 2 )
5y e gl G55 5 quN
Reference to this verse of the Quran Allama Igbal says that:
Ol BN Bisbioe £l LIS Urbese Ko 2
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The following verse of Igbal is aso relevant to the same meaning of the Quran.
U Ut et U B B runble b unt /U
A verse from Quran regarding nobility of humanity
g e padliads oyl o3 (s A S o AR 8T g 1
10 (70) Yokt ils

Igbal expresses the same meaning in the following verse.

e /U b bedt fesb S F LU e e e el

In one another verse he says that:

Sw Qtjfuﬁru((fj,}f @néﬁ;oﬁv’u‘a&’(

In this verse he indicates towards two different verses of the holy Quran. These verses are:

17“;&\ ;“5 ‘Ul”
And

18¢c d}’jﬂ\ s uj&g L.;.c(..gmdu» 4-’..‘}‘)”

On many occasions in his poetry he has pen down the life events of different prophets as
mentioned in the Quran. For example in the following verse he talks about Hazrat Ibrahim A. S.

In this verse he refers to the following verse of Quran.

19¢¢ . EY)
pepln) o Ly 12 (5557500

Talking about the events of Hazrat Musa A. S. as mentioned in the verse of Quran

20 . « . . »
G s £ U50) " Cpnnsll ol Bly S oy JU gy aadSy Wlad s se sl Wy
Igbal says that:

E1EE5 U il
SER-TINUPACATY

(PG LA
S e s 19 2

sttt s S
SN S WS RVIEIN" ¢

(.’.K/.:/)’Ue’z:fy/éjl
&f@/&lﬁ?dﬂyn.ﬁl&
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Talking about the holy prophet’s travel Ascension he refers to the following verse of the
Qruan.

P b deed) L A sl o S adins 5l (5 Ol

He says that:

Ju?l‘auf)JJqﬂHbJ/ ég&welf’,‘aﬂ'g}(
In the Quran Allah says that:
22

G299

i sl JUS e sl ane (g ) Jsuey &
He expresses this thing so beautifully in his poetry. He says that:

ZSJrg.)u}?ang,ym (/'c} J(%/Juugﬁlm

In the above quoted verse of the Quran as well as that of Igbal fundamental qualities of
Muslims are described. They are polite, helping and sharing while they are amongst
themselves but same polite people turn into harsh and strong beings when they face the
enemy in the battle field.

There is another verse of Igbal in which he communicates meaning of the verse from the
holy Quran. His verse is :

o . b > - &
24/!15(3{ YR N1, Sl e S5

This verse of Igbal conveys the meaning covered in the following verse of the Quran.

Las 3,0 L) aie 0 el medl SThamy o) Wlib angid) g i 3y

To cut things short, Igbal’s poetry is a reflection of teachings of the holy Quran. He not only
follows linguistic style of the Quran but employs many poetic devices and techniques used
in the Quran. He refers to many allusions from the Quran. A great critic of the poetry of
Igbal Sajjad Ansari says that had Quran been reveled in Urdu language it would have been in

25«

the poetry of Igbal 26.

Not only that he incorporates teachings and wording from the Quran but he was a great
lover of the holy prophet PBUH and the one who revered him more than anything else. He
urges Muslims to gather round the personality and teachings of the holy prophet PBUH if
they want to have success and progress not only in this world but the world hereafter. He
also tells them that Prophet’s s the only personality which can unite them together in the
face of challenges and hardships. If his personality is removed then there will be nothing left
with the Muslims. He says that:

c/lu?l;{(l/"d/g«/';@/ﬁ u;le)ﬂ/ﬁqu4W

He invites people towards unity and ask them not to divide themselves based on races or any
other discrimination. He says that:

27 33 2l g 2eBlesdd 2 psef S SIS UF ot
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In this verse he refers to the following verse of the Quran.

23 . L
-+o/D!J)d/ A ot Ngenazsly
In his following verse he refers to the words of the holy prophet PBUH delivered during the
Sermon of Huyjjatul Wida.

2 Sl g€ 7 7 ¥Zborusr bbb S

In this verse he refers towards this:

Y ) e ) i Y

Another influence of Islamic teachings found in his poetry is his invitation of people to unite
and to become one nation instead of being divided. He would invite people to unite round
the commonalities and to ignore differences. He said tht:

L e bl T SIS U1 i
LF b2z n§ s d S O s
wdidd s iy wdnw e e i)
He further expressed the same thing in many other verses like the following ones.
L L3S und
13146 S e LI

J.?/ijlf?'c;_c;;/l'bjf’ﬁ';/
32%@/;;);/;/31‘)1’@%@;*

;/J'}‘:/',J?UQ;'L’LC/I

!33;//9( 33"’1 ‘;/2 0 Sy

Lad}ca}d/g;"l]u'@
34*&?“” ?‘auﬁ;!}' g

e S e lUIBLISs -
35(}/]7 QL’%&QU’UJ%U!/};

The same thing is more beautifully, persuasively and strongly communicated in the
following verses.

/u:’bg/{u!uﬁf”db{ib%
¢ ik & ST 2 i “LJ@'}?
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