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Joseph Shakht’s communal theory by the narrator
and Mu’ta Imam Malik (A research Study)
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Abstract

Joseph Schacht is the most prominent figure among those Orientalists, who have studied Islamic
literature in detail. Schacht have also written many books on that topic. He also presented
several theories to proof authenticity of hadith. Among those theories, ‘common link theory’
and ‘family isnad theory’ received significant importance in modern western world. He claims
that, many hadith writers have very carefully prepared false isnad and they have
attributed/ assigned those isnad towards prophets. In this regard, he presented the credible and
robust certification of Muwatta Imam Malik as an example and tried to prove that because of
such isnad, false Schacht’s hadith have been attributed/assigned towards prophets. In this
article, we will discuss the reality of Schacht’s common link theory and the objections made on
Muwatta Imam Malik due to Schacht’s theory.

Keywords: Joseph Schacht, Muwatta Imam Malik, Common Link Theory, Criticism.
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1. An Introduction to Islamic Law. (Oxford, 1982)

2. A Reevaluation of Islamic Traditions” (published in 1949)
3. The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence (Oxford 1950).
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1. The Medico-Philosophical Controversy between Ibn Buldan of Baghdad and Ibn
Ridwan of Cairo (Cairo, 1937).

2. New Sources for the History of Muhammadan Theology. (Paris, 1953)

3. Staircase Minaret” (First International Congress of Turkish Arts) Ankara, 1961)
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1. An Introduction to Islamic Law.

2. The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence.
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