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Abrogation in Qur’anic Verses Regarding Jihad and

@

the Idea of Forbidding Wrong: A Critique of

Orientalists’ Point of View

Fatima Noreen

ABSTRACT

Some orientalists have argued that the discussion of
abrogation with reference to jihad-related verses in the
commentaries of the Qur’an is in fact an intellectual
activity to bring about a reconciliation between
conflicting views, attain imperialistic goals, and increase
the morale of Muslim army against the enemies in war.
The idea of forbidding wrong (naby ‘an al-munkar) has a
direct connection with jihad. Hence, the orientalists have
also objected that one cannot find in the Qur’an any basis
for the idea of forbidding wrong with which one can
support jihad’s obligation. This article examines the
objections of the orientalists in the light of the primary

sources of Islam, i.e., the Qur'an and Sunnah, and
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concludes that they stem from sheer misunderstanding of

the text of the Qur’an.
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To get out of this quandary, the commentators developed the doctrine of
abrogation, which essentially maintains that verses revealed later in
Muhammad's career take precedence over earlier ones whenever there is a
discrepancy.?

1-  Raymond Ibrahim “Islamic Jihad and the Doctrine of Abrogation”, Front Page
Mag. accessed March 5, 2014, http://www.frontpagemag.com/fpm/220358/islamic-
jihad-and-doctrine-abrogation-raymond-ibrahim

2- Ibid.
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A newly formed Islamic state, which economically and politically was
increasingly mimicking the Byzantine Empire... The practice of al-
nasikh-ua-al-mansukh allowed the newborn Muslim states, and then
the Ottoman Empire, to achieve their imperialistic goals without
abjuring their Islamic commitments ...Yet to transform the concept of
jihad as a productive expansionist tool, another element was needed, a
new geopolitical vision of the world. ©

U:U)"‘"‘&Ja}(/’@@ui---jd@d/w&#}@/‘:/)J?/}id}lﬁ;iﬁ&/&/d!l/io}(/’@@)
§A1F SN Bt TS U S st L Db e 28 ot st £ 1
:d’?ou/u@éﬁ;t.@{. ﬁLU/J/L&,]U’/WU%I@%L}Lﬁ/’i---kl’/.uﬁdr‘?

(el B0 20 LG

L4 S AN SBE L N ALNEE Y o7 (David Cook) iy

‘Lt‘ﬁguﬁ <l
This verse, together with the salvific covenant, is one of the most important
verses on the subject of jihad. It is usually called the “Verse of the Sword” and

is said to abrogate all other verses in the Quran on the subject of war and
peace.?
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Since the Quran is the primary source for knowledge of the divine law, or

3~ Gabriele Marranci, fibad Beyond Islam (Oxford, New York: Berg, 2006), 24-25.
L P 1
5-  David Cook, Understanding Jibad (Berkeley: University of California Press,

2005), 10.
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Shari‘a, jurists and lawyers have always had to confront the apparent
contradictions within it. One of their intellectual tools for this task has been
the doctrine of obrogation, for which they have relied, in turn, on a well-
developed chronology of the available narratives... Abrogation was only one
of several intellectual tools for dealing with this problem.®
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Under such political circumstances, it is not difficult to understand how

abrogation was utilized as a means by which to strengthen the morale of the
Muslims in facing their enemies. ?
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Muslim Scholars such as Ibn Salama (d.1020) agree that Koran 9:5, known as

Aayat-ul-sayf or the sword verse, has abrogated some 124 of the more peaceful

Meccan verses, including every other verse in the Koran, which commands or
implies anything less than a total offensive against the non-believers.”
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6~  Michael Bonner, Jibad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice (Princeton and
Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2006), 24

7-  Richard Bonney, Jibad: From Quran to bin Laden (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2004), 25.

8- David Bukay, “Peace or Jihad? Abrogation in Islam,” Middle East Quarterly, 14,
no.4 (Fall 2007), https://www.meforum.org/1754/peace-or-jihad-abrogation-in-
Islam
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While its immediate subject is the pagan Arabs— a narrow application
sustained by early commentators.“’
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There is, need less to say, no Quranic basis for an extension of the idea of
‘forbidding wrong’ to the duty of jihad, a development for which Ibn
Taymiyah was responsible and which has been taken further by those who
claim to be his followers.*”
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