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Sufism and political reform in Sheikh Ahmed Al-Sarhandi views
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ABSTRACT:

Ahmad al-Fartqi al-Sirhindi (1564-1624) was an Indian Islamic scholar,
a Hanafi jurist, and a member of the Nagshbandi Sufi order. He has been described by
some followers as a Mujaddid, meaning a “reviver", for his work in rejuvenating Islam
and opposing the newly made religion of Din-i llahi and other dissident opinions
of Mughal emperor Akbar. While early South Asian scholarship credited him for
contributing to conservative trends in Indian Islam, more recent works, notably by ter
Haar, Friedman, and Buehler, have pointed to Sirhindi's significant contributions to Sufi
epistemology and practices. Shaikh Sirhindi's teaching emphasized the inter-
dependence of both the Sufi path and sharia, stating that "what is outside the path
shown by the prophet is forbidden.” Arthur Buehler explains that Sirhindi's concept of
shariah is a multivalent and inclusive term encompassing outward acts of worship, faith,
and the Sufi path. Sirhindi emphasizes Sufi initiation and practices as a necessary part
of shariah, and criticizes jurists who follow only the outward aspects of the sharia. In
his criticism of the superficial jurists, he states: "For a worm hidden under a rock, the
sky is the bottom of the rock.”

Keywords: Ahmad al-Faraqi al-Sirhindi, Hanafi jurist, Mujaddid, Sufi path and sharia.
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