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A Study of Islamic Legal Prescriptions
regarding the Covering of Body and
Privacy Rights

Tanveer Ahmed ®

ABSTRACT

The article seeks to explore the contemporary
notions of privacy in Islamic law. The focus is on the
human body. The author argues that legal
prescriptions of body covering that apparently
regulate modesty, safeguard those interests which are
held up by the modern legislations namely, honour
as well as bodily and mental integrity. Finally, an
attempt has been made to draw the patterns of

treatment of privacy notions in Islamic law.
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27-  Privacy is a distinctly modern product, one of the luxuries of civilization,
which is not only unsought for but unknown in primitive or barbarous
societies. The savage cannot have privacy, and does not desire or dream of it. To
dwellers in tents and wigwams it must always have been unknown. The earliest
houses of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors in England, even among the Thanes,
consisted of only one large room in which both master and mistress, and
retainers, cooked, ate, and slept. The first sign of material progress was the
addition of sleeping-rooms, and afterward of "withdrawing - rooms" into which
it was possible for the heads of the household to escape from the noise and
publicity of the outer hall. One of the greatest attractions of the dwellings of
the rich is the provision they make for the segregation of the occupants. All of
the improvements, too, of recent years in the dwellings of the poor, have been
in the direction, not simply of more space, but of more separate rooms. E. L.
Godkin, “The Rights of the Citizens: IV. To His Own Reputation,” Scribner’s
Magazine, 1890. http://www.unz.org/Pub/Scribners-1890jul-00058.
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33— James Q. Whitman, “The Two Western Cultures of Privacy: Dignity Versus
Liberty,” The Yale Law Journal, 113:6 (2004): 1155 onwards.
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