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Religious Pluralism during the Reign of Jalal al-
Din Akbar: An Analysis

Monazza Hayat®

ABSTRACT

A pluralistic society is the one in which people of
different races, religions, and political beliefs live
together peacefully. The Indian subcontinent has
been a multicultural and multireligious society
since long. It is well known that during the
Muslim rule in the subcontinent, majority of the
population belonged to religions other than
Islam. This was a challenging situation for the
Muslim rulers of the subcontinent. Against this
backdrop, the reign of Mughal emperor Jalal al-
Din Akbar (1556-1605 AD) offers a unique
example in which a Muslim ruler tried to create a
homogenous society on the basis a syncretic

religious idea. In this context, this study discusses
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the social and religious significance of the rule of
Akbar in creating a pluralistic society in the

subcontinent.
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The existence of different types of people, who have different
beliefs and opinions within the same society."
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A state of society in which members of diverse ethnic,
racial, religious, or social groups maintain and develop their

traditional culture or special interest within the confines of
a common civilization.?
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When social atomism and monism are brought together they can

be seen to give strong support to an intermediate realistic
position of social pluralism.”
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to be called a Prophet.... His real object was to unite the peoples
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or the Divine Faith. The new religion was officially promulgated
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led him to regard all religions as different roads leadings to the

GG et ST i



r9

same goal.*)

TGy § S TS LG50 Gt e LD S 58)
§Lutndd i L L2 SV her Sl S 5508 Zuimy
Wi_%kgt/ufuwjtrﬁghﬁo:ff:u}ingi/?u?i&’___ﬁy/ddf:?'gn
u‘”/i.:,//u(&m;{/ugfwL/(u/’J;-“/‘/ﬁvgfu;ﬁyéw(},mfd,wJ"l
Sl NS e i 11 St e p e e S o6 s S
J"w,mtﬁfyfd’ti/gy/dfuJ..,fu(&utgﬁ:u?mﬂ o $bel Lol
‘fuJ%z,M‘u@J;Qﬂ_fuw;gJw_u?.f/KJ"“”/?Ja/ﬁ/;wu,l2@#7
Sl i (Do e s P E S PSS e lab ol

(U el dusua2d il bd o pGus
ossi i piS 2 S E § Sl @t LSS
s P rure @ e d L K6 ol
b 20 (SR ety S Bk esp Sur S A LG FE U
& LS v LG fw;/ﬁ,gw”é;/jé ,('md‘ﬁ J,m,gg Z

130~ Ishwari Prasad, A Short History of Muslim Rule in India: From the Conquest of
Islam to the Death of Aurangzeb (Allahabad: The Indian Press, n.d.), 416.

Sl sy - 76 o ey (P ) 2 8 Ul Ut uss P b Con e —1r
ewsb T J”uru}m,of ufu ufu}l’;gfﬂld}éd@}ﬁf/}ld}én(}{’o/yﬁ
atﬁuu:atgm}:/éﬁjuyw,ud’“’g,guua_.jﬁﬁmmuff-éj@ém)u
LBt GYFE A = glpe 2 el G126 4685
E L Pos Bomtone Lol §1 F a0 L1650 £ F s i
E SN L L SE 2 SR A L.,T_wgwe{/:iuyu:'guéf,uf
B eie NESUF Ui b & s GEOIN e 25 S n Sz
O B D Grs P o S meUimd s Lo 21t L U2

09 BRI 1E

gjud"lm,:?df/ufiuﬁwﬁwf;)_g@"uﬁcu}*@éﬁzL,ggz.j I
Juei‘fwuw&‘f,duédhﬁugg/vcuﬁuléé.;T_Lnb,g P oS



FAe

I e L d S L b LN L Lse Lt Lo L
f,@;(ﬂf’agw@*ﬂuujru{’ ui‘d/lujll’-u?Kug/tiziwmﬁujﬁﬁw
g 5 B0 E et £ A w8 How g e sz T Lo
L0 L S gl s o DI Gl SG b A IA & e
.f;‘/c,up";ﬂLux,gmuyﬁ‘ufﬂfgd} L"g/?(!fumu/‘fgaugséu
A ssktos e Jue dp 223 1 WD sitszd osied i 72 - pes S B
4 m!Lélrwuuu/ul:«m”-!;afi_/au Sl ussds
oG AF S IS S 8P L o L 12 e L5u8 b
('”)-64'&4;&;0/'(,ufu n/c‘_/,caj')b./:,i

i Lﬁuﬁycf(;,n (;rnr‘—;uqrr)fdﬁ'w;%/t{/ J}/’Ju'”z
Suid e aiml U SB ollE JIE Sy s KN wfu;zg}"iuﬁgjgzi
—e bl 51 U2 =Gl dtrg/“ u!/)!t/(bg: fﬂ’ AU bk

His intention for the creation of such a faith was to merge all the

irreconcilable religious elements in his kingdom to create
harmony and bring stability during those tumultuous times."*
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This document acted like a bombshell in orthodox circles. It
declared the emperor the spiritual as well as the temporal head of
his subjects. Hence-forward he was to be the umpire in all
religious disputes, and his interpretation was binding on all, if it
was not is conflict with the Quran and if it was not detrimental
to the interests of the nation. It was this qualifying clause which
really limited to the emperor’s authority. But the orthodox

refused to notice it and levelled all kind of charges against
him.)
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