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Abstract
In Modern world the protection of life, property and honour of the people

is one of the basic and important responsibilities of the state, whether the
state is following the principles of divine religions or non-divine. In order
to fulfil this responsibility, a penal code is formulated in which the state
determines the limits and punishments of crimes keeping in view the local
religious, social, political and economic conditions. However, at present, in
the Western world, these laws are considered an obstacle in the way of
freedom of expression. Therefore, international organizations are seeking
to remove these laws from the world. However, freedom of expression
does not mean that a state should leave its citizens to express whatever
comes to their mind, ignoring the fact that it may hurt the feelings of other
citizens.Apart from Islamic countries, many Western and European
countries also have laws against blasphemy. Countries like Afghanistan,
Egypt, Iran, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritania, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, UAE and Yemen have laws
imposing death penalty in case of blasphemy or other religious crimes such
as apostasy.In addition to the above countries, some countries have laws in
place to punish or fine the offender for crimes related to blasphemy. The
majority of these countries are Western countries such as Austria,
Denmark, Finland, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, the Netherlands, and the
United Kingdom, Ireland and Norway. But each country has its own set of
rules by which the perpetrator is punished after following the already set
procedure. Therefore, there is need of a comparative analysis of these laws
in the light of Quran and Sunnah. This research provides a brief overview
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of blasphemy laws. It proceeds with a precise introduction of the topic. The
second part presents detail analysis of the blasphemy laws of different
countries. It also discusses the relevant UN laws about the subject. The last
part consists of some important conclusion of this discussion.
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"The law is clear: Every publication is said to be blasphemous which contains
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! peter, Murphy and others, Blackstone’s Criminal Practice 1995, Blackstone
Press, Indiana University, New Your 1995. P 653
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