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ABSTRACT
Adultery, immorality and sexual misconduct is a major crime,
which has been condemned in all previous legislations sent by
Allah, ancient nations, the bedouin tribes and in Islamic law.
The religion of Islam not only forbids adultery, rather it
prohibits going even near the causes leading to it. From
medicinal point of view, adultery may cause AIDS, herpes
etc.The word “zina” means to have sexual relationship without
a marriage contract. Its synonyms in Arabic are: al bigha, al
safah, al anat, and al fahisha. Islam imposes punishment on
unmarried people committing adultery. According to Imam al
shaf’1, the punishment is one hundred lashes for both man and
the woman, and exile for one year. Whereas Imam Abu Hanifa
only imposes one hundred lashes. For a married adulterer, the
punishment is hundred lashes and death by stoning. Rest of the
jurists unanimously agree that they will only be stoned to death.
Majority of the scholars agree that if a concubine commits
adultery, she will be giving fifty lashes. According to Saeed bin
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Musayyib, she will be beaten in order to teach her decent
manners. In order to impose the punishment of zina on
someone, it will be ensured that the adulterer is an adult, the
woman should not be from a country who is at war with the
Muslims, she is alive and the adultery has taken place in a
Muslim country. Among the the repulsive results of adultery
are spread of sexually transmitted diseases, increase in number
of illegitimate children, lesser percentage of legitimate children
and increase in crimes. One of the factors pointing towards the
prohibition of zina is that it has been forbidden since early
Islam and a severe punishment has been imposed on it. Of the
vices of zina is the mixing up of lineages. Our society today is
flooded with immoral behaviour, which is endangering our
“iman” and “yaqeen” and is driving our society towards
destruction. This wave of immorality has reached the elite of
the society and it is obligatory upon every individual to put his
share in stopping it.
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