OO ETD) PP 1 iy

S SIEL e forJ el et St
b G 3)

Poverty:causes,effects and solution in the perspective
of Pakistani society and Islamic teachings

M. Mudassar Shafique
V.Lecturer, NUML University Multan, campus:
mudassaraarbi@gmail.com

Abstract

Wealth has key significance in Human life. Human being depends on
wealth to fulfill his basic necessities. It is wealth that becomes the causes of
separation and the status. The existence of wealth causes honor whereas its
deprivations equal to the least in status in someone’s eyes. It is possible to
hide richness but poverty cannot be hide. There are various outlooks about
wealth in our societies. Wealth is considered heinous thing as well as zenith
of human life. By adopting moderate way, it is also regarded as a source of
benediction and blind trust in it is also thought as an unlawful. The
circulation of wealth is such a mind set on behalf of which stability in
societies, brotherhood and love of relations in different classes can be
strengthened. In present era, poverty is part and parcel and its solution is only
the wealth in incessant circulation. Without any doubt, the belief and Din of
one’s cannot be safe in the poverty. The Holy Prophet (Pbuh) also demanded
refuge from the after effects of poverty. Hence, in this article to know the
causes of poverty and starvation, and Islamic rules or principles to eliminate
the poverty will be discussed due to which poverty in Pakistani societies can
be decreased.

Keywords: Poverty, Pakistani society, Solution, Islamic teachings.
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Fundamentally, poverty is a negative term denoting absence or lack
of material wealth. Such absence, however, is seldom absolute and the term
is usually employed to describe the much more frequent situation of
insufficiency either in the possession of wealth or in the flow of income. As
J.H.Hollander has pointed out, in ordinary usage poverty is applied to three
distinct conditions: economic equality, economic dependence and economic
insufficiency.(®)
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Poverty has been part of us all since time immemorial but it never come on
the Global Agenda. The only time the world woke up to take notice was the

time of Greatdepression on the 1930 as its ramification went beyond the
national boundaries.(*°)
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The poverty is a humanization problem faced by all societies from the
beginning of time and that will continue to dec and solutions in the
future.(*')
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Rich countries and their agencies ....... commonly have been and are

accomplices in corruption abroad, encouraging it by their actions rather then
impeding it........(**)
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Literary, the ability you read, write and comprehend information, is
obviously a fundamental component of human resource development . The
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percentage of LDC adults( personsl5 years of age and older) who are
illiterate has fallen from 60% in 1960 to 36% in 1990.(*%)
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" The highest illiteracy rates are found in Africa (50%) and the Arab
states(45%) followed by South Asia(45%) ,East Asia(24%) and Latin
America and Europe , illiteracy rates are (1%) and (25%) respectively.(**)
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"In the mainstream of economic theory, Unemployment and
underemployment on a vast scale are regarded as a primary cause of
poverty.(**)
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" In equality is increasing around the world while the world appears to
globalize. Even the wealthiest nation has the largest gap between rich and
poor compared to other developed nations.(*")
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A nation that cannot order its economics on healthy and strong foundations
has little prospect of success or prosperity.(*°)
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If rich, it is easy enough to conceal our wealth but, if poor, it is not quite so

easy to conceal our poverty . We shall find it is less difficult to hide a
thousand guineas , than are hole in our coat.(*?)
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There is general agreement that the first priority in the use of Zakat

funds has to be accorded to the alleviation of poverty through assistance to
the poor and the deed.(*®)
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Zakat is a positive factor in raising the level of consumption in the
society . The heads of account on which zakat is distributed consist of
mainly, poorer section of the society. These people have a higher marginal
propensity to consume. Zakat transfer wealth from the rich to the poor or
from people of lower marginal prosperisity to consume. In this way the
aggregate demand rises which gives a boost to the level of employment.(*°)
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Islam can solve the problem of poverty, Consider the Zakat on
money. Zakat is due at 2.5% on money that has been in one's possession for
over a year. Now consider this simple fact, Farbes Magazine reported that in
2004, there were 587 billion airs worldwide, with a combined net worth of $
1.9 trillion dollars. If in 2004, these 587 richest people in the world paid
Zakat, we would have had $ 47.5 billion dollars distributed among the poor.
This calculation has just considered less than 600 individuals on this earth.
What about if everyone contributed to a global Zakat fund in the same way?
The total world GDP was estimated in 1999 to be $ 27, 35.9 dollars. The
2.5% Zakat on this would amount to $ 683.95 billion dollars annually. (°*)
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