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Abstract: Towards the end of the 20" century the study of hadith has made
considerable progress and received increasing attention in both Muslim and
Western worlds.The role of hadith has grasped the attention of orientalists
who sought to identify the origins of Islam and its legal and religious
institutions. The question of authenticity and authority was at the heart of their
investigations. Until the end of the first half of the 20" century,two major
leading scholars; namely Goldziher and Schacht, were the only
prominent figures who subjected the Traditions to historical criticism which
were very much inspired by the development in criticaltextual studies and
source-criticism methods witnessed. Later on many other prominent
orientalists followed them. But there are many points where their point of
view is contradict to other researchers and even some times to their own
theories. This article is a research based subject which describes various
contradictions of western hadithscholars regarding the criticism of the chain of
hadith/Sanad.

Keywords: hadith, Sanad, orientalists, priniciples of hadith, contradiction,
family Isnad theory, common link theory
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“The vild desolation ot the Arabian steppe and the restive character
of the primitive, ignorant, uncivilized and smeticarabs were not
congenial to the development of a rigorous tradition.”

Lo S e s A6 (ol 1S3 o S tomp o = e 3
Vo S E N rss il SE 2l NG i F
ﬂyé’g‘dﬂ)ciﬂ’dtg}!;?’é Lioubd Yib Se 4Chk
-G IS PVl o f I L L 30 2 2 uisp e
PP E o Loe & gl Fuone i
s

:+J IS EsY; JC;LL&QKL&’M y v

“But even if the Theory of Caetani, based squrarely on prejudice
rather than fact, were acceptable, it would only prove that the system
of Isnad did not originate with the Arabs. From whom, then, did it
emanante? The Italian orientalist does not give an example of its
used by any other people.” ?
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“If is likely that this development took place under the influence of

Jewish theory, especially as there are echoes in the actual Hadith of
the status accorded to oral teaching in Juddasim.”
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“In the Talmudic literature, there is no idea of chronological method,
and the oldest extant work attempting such an arrangement was
composed after 885 A.D. more than a century later than the earliest
Islamic work on isnad-critique and from the fact that the important
Jewish works [of this period] had been composed in the Islamic
dominions, it may be inferred that this historical interest was due to
the Islamic influence.” *
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“In the gospels as they stand we don’t have the various elements of
the sources separated out for us as we do through the “Isnads” of
muslim traditions where at least apparently, the transmission is
traced back to the source.” ®
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“They glory of the literature of the Muhammadans is its literary
biography. There is no nation nor has there been any which like them
has during the 12 centuries recorded the life of every man of lettes. If
the biographical records of the muslamans are collected, we should
probably have accounts of the lives of half a million of distinguished
persons, and it would be found that there is not a decennium of their
history, nor a place of importance which has not its representation.”
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“It 1s stated on the authority of the Successor IbnSirin that the
demand for and the interest in isnads started from the civil war (fina),
when people could no longer be presumed to be reliable without
scrutiny, we shall see later that the civil war which began with the
killing of the Umaiyad Caliph Walid b. Yazid (A.H. 126), towards
the end of the Umaiyad dynasty, was a conventional date for the end
of the good old time during which the sunna of the Prophet was still
prevailing; as the usual date for the death of 1bnSirin in A.H. 110, we
must conclude that the attribution of this statement to him is
spurious. In any case, there is no reason to suppose that the regular
practice of using isnads is older than the beginning of the second
century A.-H.”°
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“This would throw the system of insisting on an irreproachable
isnad back to a very early period when it is hardly likely that
any regular method of transmitting traditions had developed.
Indead, one is Included to feel that a statement of this kind is
an attempt to give early authority for a practice which
flourished later.” ¥’
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“First civil war, Which occurred in the fourth decade of Islam, and
until the successors were brought into the chain of Transmission.” *°
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“In the course of polemical discussion, doctrines are frequently
projected back to higher authorities: traditions from Successors
become traditions form Companions, and tradtions from
Companions become traditions from the Prophet.” %°
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“The gradual improvement of Isnads goes parallel with, and in partly
indistinguiable from, the material growth of traditions which we
have discussed in the preceding chapters; the backward growth of
isnads in particular is identical with the projection of doctrines back
to higher authorities. Generally speaking, we can say that the most
perfect and complete isnads are the latest.” %
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“Parallel with the improvement and backward growth of isnads goes
their spread, that is the creation of additional authorities or
transmitters for the same doctrine or tradition. The spread if isnads
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was Intended to meet the ODjeCtlon which used t0 be made to
‘isolated’ traditions.” %
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“The isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any typical
representative of the group whose doctrine was to be projected back
on to an ancient authority, could be chosen at random and put into
the isnad. We find therefore a number of alternative names in
otherwise identical isnads, where other considerations exclude the
possibility of the transmission of a genuine old doctrine by several
persons. Such alternative are particularly frequent in the generation
preceding Malik, for instance Nafi and Salim (passim), Nafi and
Abdullah b. Dinar (Muw. Iv. 204 and Ikh. 149f.), Nafi and Zuhri
(Muw. lii. 71 and Muw. Shaib .258), Yahya b. Sa’id and ‘Abdullah
b. Umar (Muw.ii 197 and Muw.Shaib.207), Yahya b. Sa’id and
Rabi’a (Muw.li. 362 and Tr. III, 42).”%

I LN AT U RSP IN e T
ufp/;!tgéh,é'/"gff Al ttw Ké,uc(.:f)d;u(»ﬁu/ Jl
Uz 25t I U1 1 Ut et Sl A L 1B R
Jehe o & s S PSS L PEIE ol s
&"(Lf.lg)ﬂw,ﬂétﬁ“fw.; o Fe o iz
by -1iilbs*)§ ﬁj}étf(”yqd} B0 e IS P e TVb ) s o 0IAF s

91



AT L Boas G L f 2 i 120207 -lsale
Jor ol L QB by 192 _11) £ ot i same i 5 (FOALE
”«(f"f-iii(dsbi)JV/ﬂ’"!V-iiU:/),g:/)

2”.603102Lui‘%gﬂ]MéUﬂ@JQ}”L’JJQu[&L&lﬁLU‘L}!d%”/“/lf

HWi

“These six examples do not prove that isnads were put together
carelessly and in an arbitrary manner. In fact, If we adopt schacht’s
view that isnads were fabricated in the second century, we may find
ourselves surprised that scholars widely scattered throughout the
Islamic world were able to reach so much agreement on the ishads
they created. Without modern methods of communication this would
seem improbable, if not impossible. Moreover, since we have shown
that the alternative narrators were historically capable of having
learned from the same source, the existence of alternatives would be
evidence of great care, rather than carelessness, among the second
century scholars who “created” isnads.” %*
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“We have seen that the need for traditions traced all the way back to
Muhammad only began to be emphasized under ‘Umar II (reigned
99-101/707-20) and that only as a consequence of this emphasis
what was known as reports containing the personal opinions of
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Companions or successors became ‘raised to the level” ol a prophetic
saying, no doubt in order to lend them more prestige.”
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“No doubt many isnads were invented. Indeed, It cannot have been
otherwise, for there are many traditions provided with complete
isnads which cannot genuinely go back to the Prophet. But this does
not justify one in saying all isnads are fictitiously traced to the
Prophet.” 3
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“There seems to be little doubt that practically the whole body of
tradition was spurious.” %
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“There are numerous traditions which claim an additional gurantee
of soundness by representing themselves as transmitted amongst
members of one family, for instance from father to son (and
grandson), from aunt to nephew, or from master to freedman.
Whenever we come to analyse them, we find these family traditions
spurious, and we are justified in considering the existence of a family

isnad not an indication of authenticity but only a device for securing
its appearance.”
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“Islam know a category of people, almost always men, who are
granted extreme longevity by God. The age of seventy is sometimes
taken as starting point for the appellative to be applicable, although
the lower limit of eitghty years is also given.” %
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“Sometimes this mu’ammar was a historical person who claimed to
have reached an advanced age, this claim being earely emphasized
after his death by his pupil, the “common-link”, who profited from
this age. At other times the mu’ammar was a fictitious person,
wholly invented, complete with his allegedly advanced age at death,
by the ‘common-link’ who pretended to have heard his traditions.” %
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“I prefer to believe that such passages indicate that malik really did
meat and hear from Nafi.” %
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“Keeping an eye on the transmitting families that most frequently
came to my attention. | discovered first that the over-all success of
such families, as measured by the number of successive generations
of transmitters and as roughly gauged by the relative volume of the
materials they transmitted, depended on whether or not they were
hadith-writing families that preserved their manuscripts and passed
them from one generation to the next. It is no accident that the
families of Ansibn Malik and ‘Abd Allah ibn’Amribn al-‘As
practically head the list, though exact ranking is difficult..”%
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“The development of the family isnad and continuous written
transmission lead to the third inescapable conclusion (see pp. 36f),
namely that the bulk of the hadith and sunnah as they had developed
by about the end of the first century was already written down by
someone somewhere, even though comparatively small numbers of
memorized traditions were being recited orally.” *°
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“These results regarding the growth of isnads enable us to unvisage
the case in which a tradition was put into circulation by a taditionist
whom we may call N.N., or by a person who used his name, at a
certain time. The tradition would normally be taken over by one or
several transmitters, and the lower, real part of the isnad would
branch out into several strands. The original promoter N.N. would
have provided his tradition with an isnad reaching back to an
authority such as a Companion or the Prophet, and this higher,
fictitious part of the isnad would often acquire additional branches
by the creation of improvements which would take their place beside
the original chain of transmittes, or by the process which we have
described as spread of isnads. But N.N. would remain the (lowest)
common link in the several strands of isnad (or at least in most of
them, allowing for his being passed by and eliminated in additional
strands of isnad which might have been introduced later). Whether
this happened to the lower or to the higher part of the isnad or to
both, the existence of a significant common link (N.N.) in all or most
isnads of a given tradition would be a strong indication in favour of
its having originated in the time of N.N. The same conclusion would
have to be drawn when the isnads of different, but closely connected
traditions showed a common link.” 4
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“A city will be built between (the rivers) Dijla and Dujayl (and
Qatrabull and as-Sarat) in which the treasures of the earth will be
amassed (and in which the kings and tyrants of the earth will
assemble); verily, it will go under, go to ruin, perish, suffere
disgrace, be devastated (etc.) mor quickly than an iron pin, an (iron)
ploughshare, a piece of (heated) iron, a kuhl stick, a pickaxe in
unfirm, soft earth; ... than a dry pin in moist earth.” %3
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“We have met various transmitters unambiguously transmitting the
tradition in question on the authority of Sufyan and one, ‘Ammar b.
Sayf, who is mentioned in isnads in which Sufyan seems to have
been skipped, although it is hinted that he may have had a hand in its
transmission.” 44

GAE 2 L B Lo s o 32 ol et I

S ‘L/;C:u”fuﬁ ;wu!(.%w@/tf)zu:z"g/uy.‘;zué_,&y

It e S U1 S e Caliib 1 2 e i s S bnurs?

”_€ul S

sl S v b e S1-epd JCLIE Ly T Ui s £I0C1
e i Z il 4P Ute i) LI b P S o

U sin syt Z S d L e St CLI G b LT
L bt St Sea W B Sl St S

;L GregorSchoelor

-<~Common Link o362 tE8 298 5435 s 1l ST ssbol

“Hadith 11.1 is found in the two “old” collection compiled by Abu
Khaythama and IbnAbiShayba. It may be genuine, but is certainly
old. Even if it does not date back to Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, it must
have been attributed to him by the following transmitter, The Basran

101



AT L Blos I L 2 i 12020, -cipale
Abu Nadra (d.727), as can be seen clearly from the diagram (Abu
Nadra is a clear CL with three PCLs).” %
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“The cl is mujahid (with two pcl’s) thus he must have circulated the
hadith at the beginning of the eight century, if not earlier.” 4
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“Although cases of intentionally incorrect attributions of opnions
can be demonstrated as early as the first century, it has been possible
to demonstrate that “Typical common links” like ‘amribn Dinar,
IbnJurayj and Ibn ‘Uyyayna are not generally to be considered as
forgers of propagators of contemporary forgeries, as Sachacht
identified them.” 4’
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“With the identification of common links and partial common links,
a first step towards dating the transmission groups has been made,
but certainity of their origin and development cannot be gained from
the transmission lines alone. The dating can be improved and made
safer by a thorough analysis of the texts, and by combining those
results with that of the isnad scrutiny. Several recent studies have
shown that isnads are not always arbitrary, as has often been
assumed due to the misinterpretation of the ideas of J. Schacht, but
may reflect the transmission history of the texts with which they are
connected.” 5!
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“To take modern example of where Schacht’s approach would lead

if followed through rigorously: a new reporter who gathers
information from many sources and then publishes his findings in a
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newspaper would be considered to have Tabricated the news Items

because thousands of readers would be able to refer only to him as
their sources.” %
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“Parallel with the improvement and backward growth of isnad goes
their spread, that is the creation of additional authorties or
transmitters for the same dodctrine or tradition. The spread if isnads
was intended to meet the objection which used to be made to isolated
tradtions.” 7
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“The isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any typical
representative of the group whose doctrine was to be projected back
on to an ancient authority, could be chosen at random and put into
the isnads. We find therefore a number of alternative names in
otherwise identical isndas, where other considerations excluse the
possiblilty of the transmission of a geniune old doctrine by several
persons. Such alternative are particularly frequent in the generation
preceding Malik, for instance Nafi and Salim (passim), Nafi and
Abdullah b. Dinar (Muw. lv, 204 and lkh. 149f.), Nafi and Zuhri
(Muw.lii, 71 and Muw.Shaib 258), yahya b. Sa’id and ‘Abdullah b.
‘Umar ‘Umari (Muw.li 197 and Muw.Shaib. 207). Yaha b. Sai’d and
Rabi’a (Muw. Ii. 362 and Tr. III. 42).” 8

106



AT L BlosriFE LB 27 i 12020, -cisale
/d/jKJ?M?/L‘;JG&JK{?«)}U%U/:U?WE);KL@U{,U(},l%?lj"(![}l}wl“
Ll L,,;/“u/ Alaltn ' § e (& )SilifR u’( Jl
Uz Zrt B § U e et 2 1 L 1B R e
Tl S E e § P S Le PEIE clolhe s
8&(&.@)&”@@“’@@ HrF He s S PRy -2
W‘iiw)dﬁ),év‘(mqf&b)&,éuu?o'mmivw)/&;cf. AIAF 8

s Ao QB b 92T ) £ a5 (FOALE

» (Y ) s iibs) 2

“&va!iw-‘atfiﬁJ‘j'4u)lﬁ»JuyL'd;Qu;/u?L&@Lé‘”t@"’}%
Wt

“These six examples do not prove that isnads were put together
carelessly and in an arbitrary manner. In fact, If we adopt Schacht’s
view that isnads were fabricated in the second century, we may find
ourselves reprised the scholars widely scattered thoughout the
Islamic world were able to reach so much agreement on the isnads
they created. Without modern methods of communication this would
seem improbable, if not impossible. Moreover, since we have shown
that the alternative narrators were historically capable of having
learned from the same source, the existence of alternative would be
evidence of great care, rather than carelessness, among the second
century scholars who “created” isnads.” *°
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“We witness the emergence of hordes of traditions, especially
Supported by single sand with IbnMas’ud in the Compannion’s
position, which figure between IbnMas’ud and the cls a number of
long-lived successors, who later come to be called mu’ammarun.”
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“Attributing a contemporary or recently composed book to an
ancient prophet or wise man, was common practice.” %?
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“May be Ibn al-Mu’ammal intended to support his updated version
with these addition isnads.” %
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“Analysis of the content and the chains of transmission of the
traditions the documents and of their available parallels in the
standard collections supplemented by the results of an extensive
study of the sources on the sciences of Tradition, ulum al-hadith,
lead me to conclude that oral and written transmission went hand in
hand almost from the start, that the tradition of Muhammad as
transmitted by his companions and their Successors were, as a rule,
scrupulously scrutinized at each step of the transmission, and that the
so-called phenomenal growth of Tradition in the second and third
centuries of Islam was not primarily growth of content, so far as the
hadith of the Companions are concerned, but represents largely the
progressive increase of parallel and multiple chains of
transmission.””®®
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