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Abstract

In the Islamic worldview, justice denotes placing things in their fair place. It also means
giving others equal treatment. In Islam, justice is also a moral virtue and an attribute of
human personality, as it is in the Western custom. Justice is close to equality in the sense
that it creates a state of symmetry in the distribution of rights and duties, but they are not
identical. Sometimes, justice is achieved through inequality, like in unequal distribution
of wealth.

The judicial administration, like the rest of the administrative structure of the Rashidun
Domain, was set up by Umar, and it remained basically unchanged throughout the duration
of the Caliphate. In order to provide adequate and speedy justice for the people, justice was
administered according to the principles of Islam.

Consequently, Qadis (judges) were appointed at all administrative levels. The Qadis were
chosen for their integrity and learning in Islamic law. Rich men and men of high social
status, compensated highly by the Caliphate, were appointed in order to make them
resistant to bribery or excessive impact based on social position. The Qadis also were not
allowed to engage in trade. Judges were appointed in sufficient number to staff every
district with at least one.
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