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Nagshbandi Sofi order in the context of Kazim Khan Sheda’s Poetry
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ABSTRACT

Kazam Khan Sheda (1125 H - 1194 H) is a stalwart literary figure representing the
tradition of Pashto classical poetry. He is known as a poet of Sabk-e-Hindi (Indian style
of poetry) introducing new metaphors and similies with a peculiar in-depth style in
pashto poetry. Apart from his poetic diction sheda was a keen observer of scattered
ingredients of the vast universe in order to depict his environment, social issues and
other human values in his poetic thoughts and to serve the society with the help of his
deep observation and artistic approach. Humanism peace, harmony and divine love
usually remained a bright dimension of sufic thoughts and mystic tradition. A number
of poets related to oriental sufi background followed the said tradition in their thoughts
and poetry. Similarly, Kazam Khan Sheda too was a practical sufi and a strong follower
of that mystical tradition. Nagashbandi (Silsila) is a prominent and popular sufi order
in Hindustan (India) mystical scenario. Our poet and sufi Kazam Khan Sheda were a
strong follower of that sufi order and remained a practical individual of that spiritual
way under the supervision of his spiritual guide Hazrt Mir Masoom Shah (RH). Sheda
followed that spiritual path in his poetical thoughts as well. This article deals with the
mentioned mystical heritage of the sub-continent and Sheda's practical journey in
mysticism in the context of Nagash Bandi sufi order.

Keywords: Kazam Khan Sheda, Pashto classical poetry, mystical heritage, Nagash
Bandi sufi order.
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"The importance of old religious and cultural traditions in the formation of life in
modern society is focused upon in this book on the Nagshbandi. The Nagshbandi order
constitutes one of the leading Sufi (mystical) orders (tariga) in the Muslim world. Its
history dates back to fourteenth-century Bukhara in Khorasan, where Baha-al-Din
Nagshband (d. 1389), the eponym of this branch of Islamic mysticism, lived as a leading
Sufi Sheikh. During te fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the Nagshbandi order developed
into a world-wide organization, spreading to areas culturally and geographically as
distant from each other as Central Asia, Eastern Turkestan, India, China, Afghanistan,
and the then Ottoman Empire (including the Balkans). Especially important for the

diffusion of the order was Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi (d. 1624) from India, who, at the turn
of the first millenium, because one of its great innovators."’
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"Khwaja Muhammad Baqi Billa established the Nagashbandi sufi order in Delhe He
lived during the rigin of the mughal protested over the state policies that he beleived to
be wrong Emperor Akber and"!?
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"In this way the Nagshbandi order dating back to Baha-ud-Din Nagshband (1318-1389)
and closely oriented to the Sunni tradition, spread beyond its centres in Bukhara and
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eastern Turkestan as far as North Africa, Anatolia, to the Caucasus, Afghanistan, Indo-
Pakistan and Indonesia. Today it is one of the largest and most important orders. The
Nagshbandi Sufis teach a sober, mystic philosophy, emphasizing meditation and silent
commemoration of God. During the Mughal period, for example, they adamantly
opposed the emotional, Indo-Islamic mysticism influenced by Hindu traditions and the
syncretism advocated by Emperor Akbar. To this day they abhor the popular side of
saints' festivals'*
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